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Presentation Guide

• Project overview

• Key issues

• Other matters
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Acknowledgement 
of Country

ACEN Australia acknowledges the 
Wiradjuri people who are the 
Traditional Custodians of the Land on 
which our Birriwa Solar and Battery 
project is proposed to be located.

We acknowledge the resilience and 
knowledge of the Traditional 
Custodians of this Nation.

We pay our respects to elders past 
and present, the many Aboriginal 
people that did not make their elder 
status and to those that continue to 
care for Country.
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Future Endeavours-
Artist: Rick Slaven. Contemporary Aboriginal artist and proud Mowgee / Wiradjuri man
Artwork commissioned by ACEN Australia
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ACEN Australia
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ACEN Australia is the platform representing ACEN’s renewable energy assets in Australia. 
With more than 1 gigawatt (GW) capacity of large-scale renewable energy generation in 
construction and operations, and more than 13GW capacity in the development pipeline, its 
portfolio includes solar, wind, battery and pumped hydro projects across Australia.

New England Solar (Stage 1) in NSW is ACEN Australia’s first operational project. It is one of 
Australia’s largest solar projects participating in the National Electricity Market (NEM) and is 
the largest solar project in Australia to be financed on a fully merchant basis. 

Stubbo Solar in the NSW Central West Orana Renewable Energy Zone is ACEN Australia’s 
second project, which commenced construction in late 2022.

With 90+ employees and growing, our people are based in Tasmania, Victoria, New South 
Wales, Queensland and West Australia.
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Birriwa Solar and Battery project
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At a glance

• 600MW large-scale solar 
PV electricity generation

• Battery storage 600MW 
for 2 hour duration 
(1,200MWh)

• Local road upgrades
• Connection to the proposed 

CWO REZ (CFG process)
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Development application timeline
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Project justification and characteristics
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Community engagement and 
consultation 
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ACEN Australia recognises the importance of 
early and effective engagement with 
communities and stakeholders.

We are committed to implementing a 
transparent and inclusive approach to working 
with communities and stakeholders who may be 
directly and indirectly impacted by our projects.
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Sharing in the benefits

• Social Investment Program (SIP)

• Neighbouring Property Benefit Scheme (NBPS)

• Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA)
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Ongoing commitment to engagement
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Key Issues
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• Land use compatibility
• Traffic and transport
• Visual impacts
• Accommodation camp 

and social impacts
• Cumulative impact
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Land use and compatibility
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• The project avoids Biophysical 
Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL)

• The project sits within land class 5 
and 7 (moderate-low to very low 
capability)

• Temporary and reversible change of 
land use

• Continuation of sheep grazing within 
the development footprint

• Potential loss of small area of 
grazing but balances against 
project’s broader benefits
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Traffic and transport

14

• Traffic assessment was very conservative and 
considered worst-case scenarios for traffic

• Local road upgrades in consultation with local 
Councils based on Austroad standards

• Intersection with Castlereagh highway was 
designed in consultation with TfNSW, with final 
design to be completed prior to construction 
commencement

• EnergyCo’s Port to REZ (P2R) project will also 
propose the delivery of Castlereagh Highway 
intersection

• Proposed access point to the site off Birriwa Bus 
Route South

• Public road crossings at designated locations in 
consultation with MWRC
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Visual impacts
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• 22 non associated residences within 2km, including the Birriwa village
• Proposed mitigation: setback and vegetation screening
• Residual visual impacts assessed as ‘low to very low’ using the methodology 

in the Revised Large-Scale Solar Energy Guidelines (2022)
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Temporary Workers Accommodation facility  and social impacts
Ability for the local area to accommodate the 
incoming workforce required to service the 
project.

• Worker’s accommodation facility is the key 
addition to the proposal in the Amendment 
Report

• Site selection for the accommodation 
facility:

• No additional visual impacts
• Avoids biodiversity and heritage 

values
• Avoids area of hydrological 

constraints
• Options to manage waste, 

wastewater and access to water 
assessed in consultation with MWRC

• Social impacts and mitigation measures:
• Safety measures
• Medical services
• Licensed social area
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Cumulative impacts
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• Assessment with information available at the time of report preparation
• CFG process: on-going coordination with EnergyCo to address cumulative 

impacts
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Other matters
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• Waste and servicing
• Merotherie Energy Hub
• Reduction in proposed workforce
• Subdivision
• Decommissioning
• Contamination
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Response to Department’s recommended conditions of 
consent
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• The Department’s Assessment report adequately reflects and summarises the 
proposal

• ACEN is satisfied with the Department’s recommended conditions of consent

• Clarification on the location of the Site Access point as shown in the plan:
• There is a minor error on the Project Layout plan included in the Assessment Report and 

the Recommended conditions of consent
• The Site Access point did not change between the Original Project Site (Figure 2, page 3) 

and the Amended Project Site (Figure 3, page 4)
• The proposed Site Access should be located as shown on Figure 2
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