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Acknowledgment

The project is located within the Traditional lands of the 
Wonnarua people. We wish to acknowledge them as 

traditional custodians of the land and pay our respects to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people past and 

present. We acknowledge their continuous connection to 
Country.



Project Overview 
• 135MWac solar farm and 135MWac BESS with up 

to 2 hours of storage
• Development footprint is 318ha and is located 

adjacent to the Muswellbrook Coal Mine on land 
primarily owned by Idemitsu.

• Up to 200 jobs during peak construction and 9 
operational jobs 

• Shared benefits through community benefit 
funding 

• Located within Hunter-Central Coast Renewable 
Energy Zone

• Contribute to NSW and Commonwealth renewable 
energy targets

• Good solar resource and available grid capacity
• Grid connection offer received from Ausgrid 
• A leading example of the transition of the Upper 

Hunter from coal mining to innovative post-mining 
land uses



Key Project Refinements  
• Additional vegetation retained along Muscle 

Creek, Mine Access Road and 4th Order 
Strahler Stream to protect areas of higher 
conservation value, provide connectivity and 
provide visual screening

• Protection and restoration of 33ha of Box 
Gum Woodland (Additional and Appropriate 
Measures Area). This is in addition to 
retirement of Box Gum Woodland 
biodiversity credits in accordance with the 
Biodiversity Assessment Method

• Avoidance of culturally modified tree 
• Additional traffic management and mitigation 

measures to minimise potential for conflict at 
the New England and Sandy Creek Road 
intersection

• Finalisation of terms of community benefit 
funding through Voluntary Planning 
Agreement with Muswellbrook Shire 
Council. 

• Accommodation Heads of Agreement 



Community Engagement
Engagement Date

Early Engagement (letterbox drop, information session and individual meetings) Early 2022 onwards

Project Newsletter distributed and Media Advertisements at time of submission of EIS September 2023

Second Community Information Session September 2023

Response to individual requests for information December 2023

Community Update (Feb) and Additional Information factsheet Distributed March 2024

Ongoing engagement and individual meetings with neighbours April 2024

Community Update (May) Distributed via Muswellbrook Shire Council May 2024

Photomontage permission requests / provision of completed photomontage June 2024 / August 2024

Community Update (August) Distributed August 2024

Ongoing engagement and individual meetings with neighbours September 2024

Community Update (October) Distributed October 2024

Third Community Information Session October 2024

Community Update with IPC information December 2024 and 
January 2025



Economic Benefits
The project would generate direct and indirect benefits to the local community: 

• Up to 200 construction workers during the peak construction period and 9 operational workers
• Expenditure on accommodation and businesses in the local economy by workers who would reside in the area

A Local Employment Strategy has been developed as part of the EIA and will be refined as the project progresses including:

• Partnering with the Industry Capability Network (ICN) to maximize opportunities during the pre-construction phase.
• Collaborating with training providers to develop job readiness training and apprenticeships.
• Engaging with Muswellbrook Shire Council and the local business community.
• Establishing partnerships with Aboriginal businesses.
• Collaborating with St Hellier’s correctional facility.

Business Engagement
OX2 has actively engaged with the local business community by:
• Joining the Muswellbrook Chamber of Commerce to foster connections and establish itself within the regional business 

network.
• Collaborating with BlackRock Industries, a 100% Indigenous-owned company based in the Hunter Valley, which has 

facilitated introductions to other local businesses including Brightlands Living (Accommodation developer) and KCE (civil 
contractor).

• Participating in the Second Chance for Change Program Steering Committee through BlackRock Industries.



Community Benefit Sharing 
Voluntary planning agreement with Muswellbrook Shire Council (MSC) consisting 
of:

• Monetary contribution of $850 per MW paid annually
• Annual instalments spent in the following areas: 

• 10% MSC specialist staff contribution 
• 45% Muswellbrook Shire Community Benefit Fund contribution (incorporating 

training and scholarships)
• 45% neighbour benefits contribution (administered via Council)

•  Four (4) local, that is, residents of Muswellbrook Shire, 
apprentices/trainees on the site during the construction phase 

Neighbour Benefit Fund
Designed with Muswellbrook Shire Council during VPA negotiations
In line with NSW Benefit Sharing Guideline for Renewable Energy Projects, 
November 2024
1.2km distance to allow residents who may have a visual impact (albeit low or very 
low) to receive a benefit
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