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I have great concerns over the proximity of this facility to the local, ever increasing population for Fire Safety. 
Fire fighters have described the fires from plastic recycling plants as being extremely difficult to extinguish as a 
result of the composition of plastic resulting in the release of noxious fumes and the high heat release rates 
(HRRs).The impact of sustainability on fire safety especially when aiming to reduce cost by recycling should be 
considered especially because the ˜cost’ of a fire is not purely loss or damage to property and interruption in 
business process. The long-lasting effect and cost to the environment is substantial.11“13 Costs from an 
incident include the contaminations of water supplies and damage to plant life due to run-off water, and the 
noxious fumes causing an array of respiratory complications to the population in the surrounding areas.ref 
Literature review and hazard identification relating to fire safety in commercial plastic recycling facilities 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/07349041231199894. The Southern Highlands in the 
Wingecaribee Shire is an important catchment area for water supply to Sydney, Wollongong and Northern 
Shoal haven as per  the Wingecaribee Shire Council Local Emergency management Plan. This is not an issue of 
Not In My Backyard  it is a safety risk to the whole Sydney basin.  

The surrounding area of this facility should provide a safe distance from residential areas to ensure time for 
evacuation in the event of Fire or even the toxic exhaust from the processing of plastics. 

There are other areas that should be considered which are close to transport ie train and highways that are in 
less populated areas such as Tallong or west of Marulan.  

It seems this site has been selected based on opportunity by vendors rather than the social and environmental 
impact that a fire could cause to this community. 
 

 










































