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We will always need so�wood planta�ons, the further development of na�ve planta�ons and 
private na�ve forestry. This alone, however, cannot supply all our needs, and we will always need 
our na�ve forests as well to ensure our future supply of our most environmentally friendly building 
material. 
 
Support of our local industry will also allow us to reduce our demand for imported materials, some 
of which we cannot be sure of their environmental creden�als. This also grows Australian industry 
jobs and helps to secure our future. 
 
An ac�ve growing forest can provide many posi�ve outcomes, including: 

• Sequestering carbon 
• Filtering water 
• Providing habitat for flora and fauna 
• Timber production  

Climate change is o�en cited as the reason for wildfires that do so much damage to forested areas. 
 
If you read the journals of the early explorers and sea captains, you will find many references to 
smoke in the distance. Some of this would have been naturally occurring fires, but most would have 
been from Aboriginal burning. The burning over thousands of years resulted, as reported by the 
early explorers and sea captains, in grasslands with scatered, large trees. This environment, created 
mainly by Aboriginal burning prac�ces, was able to handle regular, low intensity fires, as were the 
animals. 
 
Today, a�er 200 plus years of Europeans changing the Aboriginal burning prac�ces, we have a very 
different landscape where the growth in many areas becomes far too dense. This means that when 
we do get a fire, it results in devasta�on for the forested lands and the animals that live within it. 
 
In order to protect our forested lands and the animals that live within them, we must manage them. 
We must learn from the Aboriginal prac�ces of the past and realise that ‘locking up’ the land without 
proper, ac�ve management, will result in wildfires and nothing will survive, including our beloved 
koalas.  
 




