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To whom it may concern, 

RE:  Sustainability of current and future forestry operations in NSW 

I am a recreational trail runner. I spend a lot of time running on established trails through 
native forest in and around southern NSW and the ACT. In Australia, particularly along the 
east coast, we are blessed with incredible biodiversity in what remains of our native forests. 
However, it is beyond belief that in 2024 we continue to clear and log our native forests with 
the knowledge that it significantly contributes to climate change and is a major cause of 
species decline and extinction. 

Protecting our native species 

Recent research by Ward et al (2024) found that ongoing logging in NSW affects the habitat 
of at least 150 species at risk of extinction, and 13 of these species are listed as critically 
endangered.1 

Not one hour away from my Canberra home, in Tallaganda State Forest, native forest logging 
threatens the habitat of the nationally endangered greater glider2—the world’s largest gliding 
marsupial and 2024 Marsupial of the Year3. Whilst we have some protective measures and 
guidelines in place for the NSW forestry industry that are aimed at protecting native habitats, 
the NSW Environment Protection Authority found breaches of the regulations on more than 
one occasion.4 

Further, the Forestry Corporation is currently under investigation and has been convicted of 
breaching existing environmental regulations so many times that it seems to be treated as 
part of the ordinary course of business.5 

Yet, whilst we threaten the habitat of our endangered native species, most of the product 
from this logging is turned into low-value, low-quality firewood and woodchip for export6. 

Climate change 

Forests play a vital role in the carbon cycle by absorbing carbon dioxide (CO2) from the 
atmosphere and storing it in plants and soil. 

The Co-operative Research Centre for Greenhouse Accounting estimates that Australian 
forests hold approximately 10.5 billion tonnes of carbon. This solid carbon has built up over 
the estimated 100-year lifespan for native eucalypt regrowth and is equivalent to nearly 38.5 
billion tonnes of atmospheric CO2.7 Deforestation, through activities such as logging, 
releases this stored carbon back into the atmosphere, significantly contributing to global 
CO2 emissions. 
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