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Dear Forestry Industry Ac�on Panel 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback in your review of the NSW forestry industry. 
Having grown up in country NSW and as a resident of the ACT who frequently visits the surrounding 
NSW state forests, I strongly advocate the discon�nua�on of the logging of na�ve forest in NSW.  

With hardwood and so�wood planta�ons providing over 91% of Australia’s log produc�on, there is 
no longer any need to log public na�ve forests. The logging of these forests is not sustainable and is a 
threat to the survival of forest dependent wildlife, including endangered species such as the Koala 
and the Great Glider which require old trees for vital hollows and other habitat. The 2019/20 fires 
have made this situa�on much more urgent and serious. Australia ranks fourth in the world for the 
highest number of animal ex�nc�ons and eighth in terms of plant ex�nc�ons. But restored and 
ecologically func�oning na�ve forests will assist in the recovery and survival of na�ve animals and 
plants and their habitats. 

Healthy and func�oning na�ve forests contribute to the wellbeing of people in NSW (and wider 
Australia) through their contribu�on to water and soil quality, catchment protec�on, landscape 
resilience and stability, carbon capture, tourism and recrea�onal ac�vi�es, and cultural and spiritual 
significance. Our na�ve forests also play a cri�cal role in the preserva�on of our wider ecosystems, 
which around half Australia's GDP (49% or $896 billion) depends on.   

The Tallaganda State Forest and surrounding na�ve bush is on the doorstep of the ACT and is a 
popular des�na�on for bushwalking, trail running, mountain bike riding and bird watching. Na�ve 
forests also carry cultural and spiritual significance, especially for our indigenous communi�es, which 
should be respected. 

Our iconic flora and fauna as well as our rich cultural heritage (including as home to the world’s 
longest con�nuous culture) makes us an interna�onal tourist des�na�on and enriches our quality of 
life. I hope you will take the opportunity to act swi�ly and decisively at this cri�cal �me to preserve 
our state forests for future genera�ons to enjoy. 

Warm regards 

Joy 




