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Sustainability of the Timber Industry 
My Name is Delma Parker, I am currently 74 and I live in Dorrigo. 

In 1906, My Grandfather, Albert Charles Smith (1st gen), came to the Dorrigo Plateau and 
selected at Megan NSW. 

He logged and dairyed, he and his brother Cecil had their own bullock teams. The 
location of where they logged was around the Wild Cattle creek State Forest area.  

 

In 1932, my father Verdun Ward (2nd Gen) also came to Megan, NSW. After working at 
different sawmills around Megan, he built his own mill, Ward Bros and Smith, which is 
still operating today under different owners. 

In the 1950’s dad (Verdun) also harvested the timber and my brothers, Noel and Ron 
both worked with him. Even then they protected the forests by only taking selected 
trees. Some of this logging took place in the exact same areas previously logged by my 
grandfather (Albert Smith). 

After finishing school My Brother Ron Ward (3rd Gen) spent many years in the logging 
industry working also in the same areas as both My father and grandfather. At this time 
my husband Graham began working for him. 

My husband Graham Parker covered many forests on the Plateau, from Chaelundi, 
Cascade, Wild cattle creek, Megan and Moonpar, just to name a few. 

So, my grandfather, Father, Husband and Brothers logged the same areas, generations 
apart. Some of these areas are now locked up in the National Park estate and some are 
still being logged today. 

I have 5 sons (4th Gen) all who have worked in the timber industry in different roles,  

 a log truck driver, wood machinist and sawmill worker.  

 a log truck driver, saw doctor and sawmill worker,  



, a log truck driver, log faller, machine operator and sawmill worker.  

, a saw doctor and sawmill worker. 

And , a machine operator.  

 

 

Photo:  late 1980’s Graham and 2 sons  and  log trucks lined up 

 

In the 1990’s Graham and I bought a Portable Macquarie Forest mill and together we 
would saw timber for property owners on their own land. They would use their own 
resource for their own individual needs from housing product to fencing products and 
everything in between. 

 

 

Photo: Early 1990’s Graham operating our portable sawmill. 






