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Topic 1. Sustainability of current and future forestry operations in NSW 

I believe the current and future foresty is sustainable if it is to remain under control of Forest 
NSW. 
 
Topic 2. Environmental and cultural values of forests, including threatened species and 
Aboriginal cultural heritage values 

These have been accounted for in the current forest operations we have now. 
 
Topic 3. Demand for timber products, particularly as relates to NSW housing, construction, 
mining, transport and retail 

Timber industries is booming - can not keep up with demand, due to lack of area that we have for 
harvesting. 
 
Topic 4. The future of softwood and hardwood plantations and the continuation of Private 
Native Forestry in helping meet timber supply needs 

Yes Private Native Forestry is helping meet timber supply needs at the moment. 
Obtaining a PVP and PNF insures the correct management of of the land. 



I would like to remind you that politicians come and go but people that live in these small 
communities are here for generations. 

They are sick of being bullied and lied to about their own history and heritage. 

We are not getting 2,400 people a day visiting this national park, which NPWS enlisted Roy Morgan 
to research.  

These trees did not need to be locked up for protection after decades of logging and grazing. 

Decades of logging, grazing (fire protective) and thinning, is what made them magnificent. 

I’m sorry if I sound sceptical – but we only seem to hear from politicians if they want something. 

You have already taken our manmade forests that our people before us shaped and grew. Which was 
the heart and sole of our community. 

I’m not sure what you want but we have nothing left to give. 

 

Phantoms of the forest 

Once upon a time when visitors to national parks could be clearly seen and spoken to by the park 
rangers their visit was noted in some kind of journal and in due course was reported to head office 
who compiled the numbers for most parks and included them in the agency’s annual report to 
Parliament and the tax-paying public. In fee-charging parks the figures might be based on the number 
of receipts issued. 

Please note that these were visible visitors; today we have a different kind of tourist. They are virtual 
visitors, extrapolated extras who may or may not exist in the shadowy underworld of the computer 
spreadsheet. 

Basically the system that can produce figures like 710,791 visitors to the Murray Valley Red Gum 
National Park in a single year works like this. 

A computer generates a random list of the phone numbers of thousands of people who are then called 
and invited to participate in a survey. 

One of the first questions those who agree to take part are asked goes something like this. 

“In the past month have you visited a national park in New South Wales?” 

If they answer “yes” they are then asked more questions to establish which park/s they entered and 
perhaps what they did there; “no” answers are politely excused from further participation. 

Since 2008 a prominent polling company, Roy Morgan Research, has conducted such a survey every 
two years for the New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service.  

On page 1 of Annual Visits to NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service Managed Parks & 
Reserves 2016 State Report, in the Executive Summary, they state that the overall sample size 
was 15,683 persons interviewed over 13 periods which are called “waves,” averaging around 
1200 contacts. 

But on page 33 of the report there is a table, 3.3.1, which gives a breakdown of the interviews 
conducted with those 15,683 people. 
Only 2137 actually had the full interview. 



13,546 told the interviewer at the outset that they had NOT visited a NSW national park in the past 
four weeks and were therefore excluded from the survey. 
So from a sample of just 2137 people, representing all of the survey area from southern Queensland to 
Victoria, they have extrapolated the extraordinary figure of 710,791 visits to the Murray Valley 
National Park. And then predicted that it will continue to be in the top 20 of NSW National Parks. 
710,791 visits to Murray Valley NP equates to an average of almost 2,000 visitors per day. I think 
we'd have noticed! 
Bob Carr told Balranald it could expect 1,000 visitors a week. I doubt they see that many in six 
months. 

Here’s an interesting disclaimer from a similar report, dated June 2016, from the same company 
explaining why some rules had recently changed (bolding is mine): 

Please note that wave-by-wave analysis of visitation by Branch, whilst presented in this 
report, is subject to large sampling errors. As a consequence, seasonal fluctuations in 
visitation should be treated as indicative and any conclusions made treated with 
caution. 

And on page 4 of the same document (bolding is mine): 

Please note that wave-by-wave analysis of visitation by Branch, whilst presented in this 
report, is subject to large sampling errors. As a consequence, seasonal fluctuations in 
visitation should be treated as indicative and any conclusions made treated with 
caution.  

No such disclaimer is included in the full report, dated May 2017. 

For the technically-minded this appears to be an explanation of how they calculated the 
numbers: 

Whilst this survey was not designed to calculate the number of annual visitors to NSW 
NPWS parks, using the average number of visits per adult to NSW NPWS parks, a 
proxy for the number of adult visitors can be calculated. In 2008 the proxy number of 
adult visits to NSW NPWS parks was 10.4m; in 2010 it was 9.5m; in 2012 it was 10.5m 
(higher than 2008 levels), in 2014 it was 10.8m and in 2016 it was 16.0m. This pattern 
does precisely match the overnight visitation pattern sourced from TRA*. It can 
therefore, be inferred that the number of visitors to NSW NPWS parks does in fact, 
mirror overnight visitation movements in NSW.  

*Tourism Research Australia. 

So 2137 real people become 710,791 phantoms of the forest. 

 






















