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reduce the risk of species’ extinction1. 

 

The survival of fragile biodiversity and ecological systems, and the recovery of forests for habitat 

and climate mitigation cannot face further delays. Our native forests, and the precious species 

that rely on them, are being lost.  

 

The time is right to end native forest logging in NSW 

 

Logging native forests is a huge driver of emissions, that costs taxpayers millions of dollars a 

year to prop up. It is beyond time for a transition from native forest logging to sustainable 

plantations, with Victoria and Western Australia recently moving to end native forest logging. 

Ending land clearing and native forest logging will provide many benefits in addition to fast-

tracking our 2030 emissions reduction target.  The scientific evidence is clear: industrial logging 

of native forests is a pathway to more destructive bushfires, a worsening biodiversity crisis and 

wildlife extinctions. 

 

We know NSW forests are internationally renowned for their diverse ecosystems, unique 

biodiversity and cultural significance, and this is the opportunity to ensure that our iconic and 

endangered species like the Swift Parrot recover to thrive in time of climate breakdown and 

extinction crisis. 

 

BirdLife Australia recommends the NSW government 

1. Immediately suspend all current and planned forestry operations within the 

Ulladulla to Merimbula Key Biodiversity Area.  

2. Develop a forest industry transition plan with a focus on wood production from 

sustainable and appropriately placed plantations. 

 

Save our Swifties 

 

The Swift Parrot is one of only two truly migratory parrot species, both endemic to Australia. 

Swift Parrots have a range that stretches across six state/territory jurisdictions. Temperate 

forests provide important habitat for the Swift Parrot and other nationally threatened species 

such as the Regent Honeyeater as well as other woodland-dependent birds. 80% of temperate 

woodlands in south-eastern Australia have been historically cleared, and degradation continues 

due to threatening processes, including native forestry operations.  

Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) are sites contributing significantly to the global persistence of 

biodiversity in terrestrial, freshwater and marine ecosystems, and are listed as indicators in the 

 
1 https://www.birdlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/SOWB2022_EN_compressed.pdf 
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Global Biodiversity Framework targets. The Ulladulla to Merimbula Key Biodiversity Area is 

defined as the extend of Spotted Gum forests and other flowering eucalypts that support Swift 

Parrots. It is important to note that Swift Parrots are a migratory species that move depending 

on eucalypt flowering events and the availability of other food sources such as lerp. Depending 
on annual conditions, areas used by Swift Parrots in one year may not be used the following 

year, and vice versa. For this reason, it is imperativeto protect their habitat critical to their 

survival (as identified in the National Recovery Plan) across their full range rather than rely on 

sighting of the species in a given year. This habitat critical to the survival of the Swift Parrot 

includes the Ulladulla to Merimbula KBA.  
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Habitat destruction from native forestry operations is recognised as one of the greatest threats 

to survival of the Critically Endangered Swift Parrot. The 2019/20 bushfires exacerbated what 

was an already dire situation for Swift Parrots, impacting as much as 30% of the Spotted Gum 

forests of the NSW South Coast, one of their most important mainland feeding habitats, . Yet 
forestry operations continue within this Swift Parrot habitat. Unless decisive action is taken to 

prevent the further destruction of their habitat, Swift Parrots could be extinct within the next 20 

years.   

The 2022 BirdLife Australia Birds and Nature Tourism Report showed that bird-related tourism 

already brings millions of dollars into areas which support Swift Parrots. Without a halt to 

logging, this valuable and sustainable income stream will be lost, along with the native forests 

and the Swift Parrots that depend on them. 

 

BirdLife remains deeply concerned that Australia’s new Swift Parrot Recovery Plan could 

oversee the bird’s extinction as it fails to protect critical habitat areas from native forest 

logging, despite acknowledging the practice contributes to the ‘significant threat’ of 

habitat loss. 

 

While the Recovery Plan prescribes actions to address other threats faced by the species, it fails 

to include anything that prevents the logging of critical habitat, which can legally be conducted 

under Regional Forestry Agreements.   

 

Plantation-based Forestry 

 

Retaining remnant native forests and restoring degraded landscapes for biodiversity remain a 

conservation priority. However, plantation-based forestry does not necessary conflict with 

conservation goals if they are placed appropriately and managed sustainably and for 

biodiversity. 

 

New plantations must not replace native vegetation but instead should be established within 

already cleared and degraded areas (e.g., degraded farmland). Further, new plantations should 

carefully consider the potential use of threatened species and develop appropriate management 

plans.   

 

BirdLife Australia is not opposed to plantation-based forestry operations. When they are 

placed and managed appropriately plantations can result in conservation opportunities.  

BirdLife Australia would also like to refer the Panel to our submission to the 2021 NSW 

Legislative Council Inquiry into the long-term sustainability and future of the timber and forest 

products industry, which provides additional detail on the impact of the 2019/20 fires and other 

aspects mentioned above. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission on the sustainability of current and 

future forestry operations in NSW, ahead of the NSW Government developing its Forestry 

Industry Action Plan. If you need more information, please contact BirdLife Australia Senior 

Advocacy Manager,   
































