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DW24/392 

Mr Peter Duncan AM 
Chair 
Independent Forestry Panel 

By email: forestryiap@ipcn.nsw.gov.au 

Dear Mr Duncan 

Thank you for your correspondence of 3 October 2024 regarding your invitation for the NSW 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) to give a briefing to the Independent Forestry Panel.  
 
The EPA appreciates the opportunity to be involved in this work and have provided some 
documents below that may assist. We have broadly categorised these documents as follows. 
 

1. EPA published reports, which include previous NSW Forestry Snapshot reports, NSW 
State of the Environment reports, and public data from the EPA on native forestry 
operations compliance actions taken until 30 June 2024.  

 
2. Ecological advice received post the 2019/20 bushfires from the Natural Resources 

Commission (NRC),  and 
supporting reports which outline the effects of climate change and fire regimes on forests, 
biodiversity, major threatened species and water quality as well as the risks of harvesting 
practices in certain areas.  
 

3. Scientific evidence of climate change risks and impacts on forests: 
• Various academic papers which discuss changes in climate and fire regimes in 

Australia, along with their effects on its forest ecosystems, as well as papers discussing 
the importance of carbon stored in forest biomass, which can be lost through logging 
and burning. 

• The NSW and Australian Regional Climate Modelling project 2.0 projections using 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change greenhouse gas emission scenarios, 
based on 150 years of data ranging between 1951-2100. 

4. Resources and data in relation to forecasting timber supply in NSW: 
• Data extracted from Forestry Corporation of NSW’s Sustainability Report 2022-23, 

which provides an overview of predicted versus actual timber volumes harvested for 
hardwood forests and softwood plantations as well as summaries of how much timber 
may be needed for critical supply infrastructure, such as power poles. 

 
5. Economic research on the non-market values of forests: 

• A high-level literature review on non-market values of forests, undertaken by Marsden 
Jacob Associates for the EPA.  

  












