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Visual Impact 
The proposed solar farm near my property will significantly alter the natural landscape, 

which is currently characterized by open spaces and natural beauty. The installa�on of solar 

panels and associated infrastructure will disrupt the visual harmony of the area, crea�ng an 

industrial appearance that is inconsistent with the rural and residen�al character of the 

community. This change could nega�vely affect property values and diminish the aesthe�c 

enjoyment of the area for residents and visitors alike. 

 

Poten�al Chemical Hazards 
Solar panels and their associated components can pose environmental risks even if properly 

managed. There is a concern about the poten�al for chemical leakage from the panels, 

which contain materials like cadmium, lead, and other hazardous substances. If these 

chemicals were to leak, they could contaminate the soil and water, posing a risk to local 

wildlife and human health.  

 

Impact on Local and Migratory Birds 

The most cri�cal issue is the impact the proposed solar farm would have on local and 

migratory birds that depend on West Belconnen Pond (Dunlop Pond). This area is one of the 

main bird biodiversity hotspots of Canberra, with over 179 species (+13 other taxa) reported 

in eBird, a ci�zen science project and online database of bird observa�ons. The complete list 

of birds, along with their year-wise observa�on paterns, is available on eBird and highlights 

the importance of this habitat for both resident and migratory birds (Table 1; also Bar 

Charts - eBird). The following points highlight these concerns: 

 

 1. Habitat Disrup�on: The construc�on of a solar farm involves significant land 

disturbance, which can destroy or fragment habitats that birds rely on for nes�ng, 

feeding, and shelter. This is par�cularly concerning for species that are already under 

pressure from habitat loss and climate change. 

 2. Collision Risks: Birds o�en mistake reflec�ve solar panels for water bodies, leading to 

collisions that can cause injury or death. This phenomenon, known as the “lake effect,” 

is well-documented and poses a significant threat to bird popula�ons. 

 3. Noise and Human Ac�vity: The increased noise and human ac�vity associated with the 

construc�on and maintenance of the solar farm can disturb bird popula�ons, leading to 

stress and displacement. Migratory birds, in par�cular, are sensi�ve to changes in their 

environment and may avoid the area en�rely, disrup�ng their migra�on paterns. 

https://ebird.org/barchart?r=L2507517&yr=all&m=
https://ebird.org/barchart?r=L2507517&yr=all&m=


 4. Impact on Food Sources: The installa�on of a solar farm can alter the local ecosystem, 

affec�ng the availability of food sources for birds. Changes in vegeta�on and the 

presence of infrastructure can reduce insect popula�ons and other food sources that 

birds depend on. 

 

West Belconnen Pond serves as a cri�cal refuge for birds, especially during dry and drought 

years when other water sources are scarce. The presence of such a rich and diverse bird 

popula�on underscores the ecological significance of this area. The disrup�on caused by a 

solar farm would greatly impact all of this, poten�ally leading to a decline in bird 

biodiversity and nega�vely affec�ng the overall health of the ecosystem. 

 

Conclusion 
While renewable energy projects are essen�al for comba�ng climate change, it is crucial to 
balance these efforts with the preserva�on of local ecosystems and wildlife. The proposed 
solar farm near West Belconnen Pond poses significant risks to the visual landscape, 
poten�al chemical hazards, and, most importantly, the local and migratory bird popula�ons 
that rely on this area. I urge the relevant authori�es to reconsider the loca�on of this 
project and explore alterna�ve sites that do not pose such severe environmental and 
ecological risks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 1. Local and migratory birds that would be adversely effected by the proposed 
solar farm. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

Latham’s snipe at Dunlop pond.  
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