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NSW Emissions Act 2023 cf. Paris Agreement and NEL Amendment



NEL Amendment Sep 2023



NATIONAL
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NETWORK

NATIONAL RATIONAL ENERGY NETWORK INCORPORATED

To protect and advance public welfare and the natural environment by opposing
Commonwealth, State or Territory Law, or Corporate actions, that impose
counterproductive energy policies and costs on all citizens.

https://www.nren.com.au/

Wallaroo Solar Project
391Ha, 122MW, 4800 homes @ 2500W/home

* New Energy Development and Univergy — a Spanish Japanese consortium. Wallaroo Solar

Farm Pty Ltd could disappear anytime leaving decommissioning and cleanup costs to locals.

* Foreign owned company that does not have the good of local residents, or the Nation, at

heart.

* Univergy is here to take advantage of our generous subsidy scheme and book profit overseas

in a low tax jurisdiction.

* These facts are the basis for how the project should be viewed and assessed.

* Solar is grossly inefficient and only produces on average less than 20% of its installed

capacity (AEMO 2022 data).



The whole-of life, including disposal, emission and environmental effects needs to be

considered, not just the operating emissions.

With a short working life, 15-20 years, and loss in efficiency, solar would have to be
replaced several times during the life of a conventional thermal power station, incurring
even more environmental and economic cost. Wallaroo states a 30 year life, which is

optimistic.

This leads to the conclusion that solar is counterproductive to the stated aims of cheap,

reliable and environmentally friendly power.

Due to the distributed nature of solar and wind lengthy additional transmission lines are
needed, which further adds to the environmental cost, and which until now has been
unneccessary. Wallaroo has a relatively short 3km connection reuired to an existing 132kV

sub-station.

Fire risk due to solar is stated as low, but the natural fire risk in the area is high, as is normal
in Australia. Native flora screening also adds to the fuel load, and the project is
west/norwest of the urban area of the ACT. In the event of a lightining strike or other cause
of ignition, RFS fire crews are unable to enter a solar facility to fight a fire due to restrictive
space and toxic fumes. On a bad fire day this would allow the fire to grow to catastrophic
scale before able to be fought outside the project area, threatening urban areas, such as

happenned in the 2003 Canberra fire.

Future expansion of projects and the total impact on communities, environment, agricultural

production and cost to citizens must be considered, and compard to alternative methods of



bulk power production, including conventional thermal plants using the existing

transmission network.

We cannot trust the NSW Government's intentions regarding farming and food production
when they remove '...in a manner that does not threaten food production' from the Emissons
Reduction Act 2023, Section 3(1)(c), which is touted to codify the 2015 Paris Agreement

principles (provided separately), which does include this proviso (Article 2 (1)(b)).

GENCOST and AEMO ISP are deficient and cannot be quoted as reliable information in
regard to least-cost or most efficient development pathway. Both have been debunked by

experts and organisation working in this field.

The NEL (section attached separately) does not prioritise emission reduction over the other
longstanding objectives of 'price, quality, safety and security’. These objectives must be at

least equal in priority when assessing novel power generation projects.

The NEL amendment added emissions targets as an objective only in Sep 2023, and even

then hedged their bets by including '...likely to contribute to reducing.....emissions'.

It does not sound like the legal advice was confident that these projects would reduce
emissions and so they included a legal 'out' for future indemnity when the current
Government policy is finally publicly acknowledged to be absurd, destructive and

counterproductive.

Solar harvesting plantations such as the Wallaroo project have no electrical power

engineering merit, economic justification, nor environmental benefit, and should not be



approved.
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