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Glenellen Solar Farm SSD-9550 

 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

Please find attached my submission opposing the development of the Glenellen Solar Farm SSD-

9550. My submission provides evidence that large-scale solar cannot lower retail electricity bills, 

directly contradicting the claims made by the project proponents.  

 

I suggest that all projects claiming to have a beneficial effect on consumer electricity bills be asked to 

provide the evidence of that effect, and that those charged with reviewing these projects perform 

due diligence on this claim.   

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ben Beattie 
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1. Retail electricity bills reflect the cost of the entire electricity delivery system.  

 

Source: State of the Energy Market Report, 2022, AER 
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2. Wind and solar can only reduce the wholesale component of the bill, and only when they 

set the wholesale price. Wind and solar almost never set the wholesale price, and when 

they do it is for a very short duration, with almost no effect on the average price. 
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Source: AER Wholesale Statistics 

3. Wind and solar increase the cost of transmission and distribution networks, whose cost 

recovery is determined by the value of the asset – the Regulatory Asset Base (RAB). 

Increasing the RAB increases the total costs recovered. There is no link between costs and 

network utilisation. 

 

Source: State of the Energy Market Report, 2023, AER 
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4. Current government policies intend to massively expand the transmission network by at 

least 10,000 km. 

 

Source: 2022 ISP, AEMO 
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5. Large-scale wind and solar cannot reduce the costs of the distribution network. Cost of 

upgrading the distribution network to integrate small-scale solar, batteries and EVs are 

unknown. These costs are also subject to RAB increases that must be recovered from 

consumers. 

 

Source: 2022 ISP, AEMO 

 

Source: State of the Energy Market Report, 2023, AER 
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6. Do large-scale wind and solar reduce environmental costs and retailer overheads? Not 

from large-scale wind and solar. Any environmental cost reductions are predicted to stem 

from reduced subsidies to rooftop solar.  

 

Source: State of the Energy Market Report, 2023, AER 
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7. Summary 

• Retail bills reflect total system costs, including 

o Retail overheads 

o Environmental costs 

o Network costs 

o Wholesale costs 

 

• Large-scale wind and solar can only increase system costs 

o No reduction in retail of environmental costs due to large-scale wind and solar 

o No reduction in wholesale costs 

o Increase in network costs 

 


