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Eastern City 
District Plan

• The Eastern City District Plan 
sets the overall agenda 
from the Greater Sydney 
Commission for how 
development should occur 
over the next 20 years. 

• The Plan was issued in 
March 2018 and sets the 
agenda for the Local 
Environmental Plans (LEPs) 
that councils in the district 
will produce 
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Eastern City District 
Plan supports high-

rise in Pyrmont 
Page 46: 

‘The District’s many great 
places also include 

neighbourhoods in leafy 
suburbs like Bellevue Hill 

and Strathfield, inner-city 
mixed-use places around 
Potts Point and Surry Hills 

and the city high-rise areas 
of Pyrmont and the Sydney 

CBD. 
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Local Character 
and Place 

Guideline prefers 
no change 

• No examples of 
high or medium 
density – focuses 

on low density 
examples

• No advocacy on 
the changing 

nature of urban 
character 
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But cities grow-
Sydney CBD was 

once low rise 

Here is Circular Quay in 
1938. 

The wharf in the 
foreground is where the 
Park Hyatt now stands, 
the buildings front right 
are now restaurants and 
the Overseas Passenger 
Terminal now sits on the 
Waterfront. 

Credit: Max Dupain 
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Sydney CBD 
now

The local 
neighbourhood 
character has clearly 
changed dramatically 
through new 
development 
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Sydney CBD in 
the future

Here is the Urban 
Taskforce’s recent vision 
for how the Sydney CBD 
will continue to grow into 
the future. 
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GPO and 
Australia 
Square



The Star has been led by the 
Department of Planning

• Secretary’s Environmental 
Assessment Requirements 

• Design Competition 
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The City of Sydney approvals are 
dropping fast… we need development

10
LGA Sydney



The City of Sydney promotes mixed 
use 

• Commercial 50% - Residential 50% - Like The 
Star’s proposal

• The City of Sydney’s draft Central Sydney 
Planning Strategy proposes that most new 
residential buildings include half the building 
as commercial uses, such as hotels. 

• The proposal for the Star site also includes a 
similar mix of uses as is preferred by the city 
of Sydney’s proposed plan. 
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The NSW Premier wants 
Pyrmont to be ‘open for 
business and ready to be 
taken to the next level ’ 

• The NSW Premier issued a 
media release on 19 August 
where she made it clear that 
the NSW Government 
supported growth in Pyrmont. 

• The Premier wants to see 
Pyrmont as a ‘vibrant, 
residential, entertainment and 
innovation hub’. 

12



The Department of Planning report 
prefers local character to remain 

• The Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment produced a very negative report 
about The Star/ Ritz Carlton proposal

• The report seemed to prefer existing low rise 
character of Pyrmont

• ‘The proponent’s justification for a tower also 
fails to adequately respond to the local 
character of Pyrmont.’ 
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Pyrmont now… 

• Here is an image of Pyrmont looking similar to 
the Sydney CBD peninsula of seventy years 
ago. 

• Just as the Sydney CBD has now become an 
iconic high-rise city so too can the Pyrmont 
area. 
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Pyrmont into the future… 
• The Urban Taskforce agrees with the Greater Sydney 

Commission that BOTH the Sydney CBD AND PYRMONT 
are the high-rise areas of the Eastern City District and 
we agree with the NSW Premier that Pyrmont must be 
‘open for business’. 

• Just as the GPO in Martin Place and much later the 
Australia Square tower initiated the growth of the 
surrounding areas into high-rise precincts, so too can 
The Star/ Ritz Carlton building be the catalyst for 
Pyrmont’s development as a high-rise area. 

• Here is the Urban Taskforce Vision for Pyrmont as a 
high-rise precinct 
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