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We can not ignore what is happening

 “anthropogenic global warming is not only unparalleled in terms of absolute 
temperatures5, but also unprecedented in spatial consistency within the 
context of the past 2,000 years.”1

 “It has been the second-warmest January–June on record for Australia 
(spanning 110 years), with rainfall also below to very much below average 
over most of the country”2

1. No evidence for globally coherent warm and cold periods over the preindustrial Common EraRaphael Neukom, Nathan 
Steiger, Juan José Gómez-Navarro, Jianghao Wang & Johannes P. Werner Naturevolume 571, pages550–554 (2019)

2. http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/month/aus/summary.shtml
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International Panel on Climate Change 
Recommendations

 In modelled 1.5°C pathways with limited or no overshoot, the use of CCS 
would allow the electricity generation share of gas to be approximately 8% (3–
11% interquartile range) of global electricity in 2050, while the use of coal 
shows a steep reduction in all pathways and would be reduced to close to 0% 
(0–2% interquartile range) of electricity (high confidence).

 “Overall Bloomfield considers that the Project is not inconsistent with the 
climate change policies of either the Australian or NSW Governments”



Cumulative impacts
 Bloomfield Rix’s Creek Mine continuation would contribute 25 million tonnes of coal

 72 Mt Co2-e greenhouse gas emissions

 (scope 1, 2 and 3)

 Six hundred thousands cars driven for a year

 11428 tonnes Co2-e per employee per year

 Australians currently contribute 18.3 tonnes per person per year (11th highest in the world)

 Under the conventional 2°C scenario, with a carbon budget of 1000Gt over the 50 years 
(see Chapter 2), the distribution of the global carbon budget proposed from 2000–2050 
amounts to average yearly emission allowances of around 3tCO2-e per capita. 1

 1. Beyond Zero Emissions Report 2012



“even in the Hunter, it’s not Beijing”

 In 1998, Beijing took 
notice of Air Pollution 
and made steps to 
reduce it

 Optimized energy 
infrastructure and 
implemented coal-
fired pollution control 
measures. 



“I know that in the Hunter Valley, a significant proportion of the, um, particulate 
matter in the air derives from sea salt”

50% of Singletons PM2.5 come 
from fossil fuels

8% comes from fresh sea salt



“If there was that unexpected interference in, um, ah, or – or impact on 
the market and – and, ah, business as usual, ah, then I’m not quite sure 
that, um, we have a trigger to pull at that time to bring forward, ah, 
those closure planning requirements. “



Economics don’t stand up

• NPV $5.7m per annum
• Royalties only 2% of NSW revenue
• Air pollution costs $47m per annum in health costs to 

Singleton



Air Pollution



Health Effects

 Eye, nose and throat irritation

 Shortness of breath

 Exacerbation of asthma

 High blood pressure

 Kidney disease

 Strokes

 Pulmonary oedema (fluid 
collection)

 Heart disease

 Low birth weight

 Type 2 diabetes











Things are 
getting worse

 Camberwell has had 37 
air quality alerts this 
year, with air pollution 
breaching national 
standards



Bloomfield’s record

 “the Department has identified an 
inadequacy in the Bloomfield Group's 
assessment of air quality impacts 
resulting from the Rix's Creek 
Continuation of Mining Project. The air 
quality impact assessments provided to 
date in respect of the Project have not 
considered a number of sensitive 
receivers.”

 Bloomfield Managing Director Brett 
Lewis said.
“With the benefit of the review and 
hindsight it is possible to interpret 
that we may have operated beyond 
our consent on some occasions.”



Blast Plumes

 Unpredictable and dangerous

 Nitrogen dioxide and other harmful 
chemicals

 Blast plumes at Mt Thorley has travelled 
3km

 A QLD blast plume caused illness in workers 
6km away



Conclusion
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