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25 January 2019

Seq No: 04/19

Ms Jessie Evans

Team Leader, Resource Assessmernts
Department of Planning & Environment
GPO Box 39

Sydney, NSW

Dear Ms Evans,

Subject: Ulan Coal Mines Continued Operations - Modification 4 Longwall Optimisation

The following information is provided to address the feedback received after the Response to
Submissions for Ulan Continued Operations Project - Modification 4 Longwall Optimisation Project.

Matters raised by “‘Woodbury’ Land owner

The owner of “Woodbury’ raised concerns in relation to Subsidence, Aboriginal Heritage and shallow
aquifer impacts on the property “Woodbury” associated with MOD 4. UCML committed to address the
concerns through additional assessments (as detailed in the email dated 6 November 2018 in Attachment
A).

Subsidence

The owner of “Woodbury” wanted to know if rockfalls that occurred on “Woodbury’ in 2014 were from
mining related impacts. Assessment of the potential for mining impacts either previously, causing the
rockfall, or as a consequence of future mining was undertaken by SCT Operations Pty Ltd (SCT) with the
land owner on 3 December 2019. The report of the findings of the assessment was provided to the land
owner and DPE on 16 and 17 January 2019 respectively. The key findings of the subsidence assessment
were:

s therock fall that occurred in March 2014 is a natural event caused by tree root invasion into a
natural joint, with the event itself most likely triggered by a high intensity rainfall event;

¢ there is no potential for the rock fall to be associated with mining subsidence, blasting or the
recently constructed ventilation shaft;

¢ the stability of the cliff where the rock fall occurred is improved as a result of the rock fall, but
natural cliffs are always in a cycle of ongoing erosion that involves intermittent rock falls so other
adjacent sections of the cliff line still have potential to become unstable;

s there is no potential for subsidence associated with the MOD4 application submitted by UCML to
increase the potential for cliff instability along the section of cliff line UCML are committed to
protecting; and

o although the rock fall that occurred in March 2014 did not involve any of the cultural heritage
sites, there remains a low-level potential for further natural rock falls to impact these sites, but
the potential would not be increased by mining subsidence associated with the MOD 4
application.
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The assessment recommended vibration monitoring during construction of the already approved
ventilation shaft and weather station, approximately 500 metres south west of the rockshelters. UCML
commits to implementing the recommended vibration monitoring.

Cultural Heritage

The owner of “Woodbury” wanted to know if the rockfall, that occurred in 2014, changed the significance
of the Mona Creek Heritage sites that are near where the rockfall occurred. The Mona Creek Cultural
Heritage Assessment undertaken by South East Archaeology Pty Ltd (SEA) (provided in Attachment B)
further assessed the archaeological significance of the Mona Creek Heritage sites and considered the
potential for rockfalls to impact the significance of the sites. A copy of the report was provided to the
landowner on 25 January 2019.

The key findings of the Mona Creek cultural heritage assessment were:
*+  Eight sites were assessed as having low research potential and two assessed as having moderate
to high research potential; and
*  The inspection confirmed that the rock falls that occurred in 2014 have not directly impacted any
Heritage site (noting site Ulan ID#184 is the closest site to where the rock fall occurred).

Shallow Aquifers

The owner of “Woodbury’ requested that the assessment and monitoring of shallow groundwater,
committed to as part of the environment assessment and response to submissions for MODA4, take into
account water sources historically relied upon by the local community in dry times

Australian Groundwater Engineers Pty Ltd (AGE) inspected the area on 17 January 2019 with the
landowner of “Woodbury’. This included visiting historical water source locations identified by the
landowner. The consultation feedback will inform the scope definition for the shallow aquifer
assessment. UCML is committed to finalising the scope of the assessment and completing set up works
by the end of 2019. Data collected and collated from the assessment will be reported in annual reviews
commencing 2019.

Matters raised by Agencies
Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH)

¢ Vegetation clearing in Durridgere SCA
Consistent with OEH feedback the infrastructure within the Durridgere SCA will be micro-sited
in consultation with National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and Glossy Black Cockatoo
foraging habitat will be avoided where possible. The procedures for preclearing and nest hollow
replacement outlined in the current approved UCML Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP) will
be followed.

¢ Biodiversity Offset
If land based offsets are adopted by UCML, then consultation with OEH will be undertaken and
retirement of offset obligations will be satisfied in a suitably agreed timeframe. A timeframe of 3
years, post agreement of the offset is considered necessary, based on our experience with
processes and timeframes for the currently approved UCML offsets.

UCML will submit the BioBanking Credit Calculator (BBCC) to OEH on or before Tuesday 29
January 2019 for review of the generated credit liability under the Framework for Biodiversity
Assessment (FBA). UCML understands that the OEH's review of the BBCC is not required for
approval and requests that DPE progress determination of MOD 4, while discussion with OEH
continues.
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Modification 4 does not fall within the definition of planning approval for the purposes of Part 7
of the Biodiversity Conservation (Savings and Transitional Regulation 2017 (BC (S&T)
Regulation) Regulation and hence the BC Act does not apply to this modification This was
confirmed by OEH during the agency inspection on 31 May 2018. At that meeting, the OEH also
confirmed use of the FBA methodology and that the biodiversity assessment method does not
apply to MOD4. Despite this, UCML committed to providing a land based offset for MOD 4
because the OEH requested it and to offset the 1.42ha of disturbance beyond that already
approved.

OEH requested that UCML manually add species credits for Regent Honeyeater, Squirrel Glider and
Koala to the BBCC on the basis that offset obligations calculated using FBA become obligations to retire
under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2017. However given there is no legal requirement for UCML to

provide offsets for MOD4 or apply the FBA, this is considered unnecessary.

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
The OEH feedback on clarity with respect to the reasons for significance rankings is noted and
this feedback will be provided to the author of the Cultural Heritage Assessment.

Durridgere SCA Access

UCML agrees that a Management Plan detailing agreed access points, security requirements,
asset protection and maintenance, which will be developed in consultation with NPWS is an
appropriate method for agreeing on access arrangements. UCML commits to progressing this,
post approval.

Department of Planning and Environment (DPE)

Water allocations

UCML was advised by the Department of Industry on 7 January 2019 that it had successfully
secured the water allocations required for the life of the project approval including MOD 4 as
outlined in Table 1, in Attachment C. UCML completed purchase of the allocation on 24 January
2019 and is awaiting receipt of the Water Access Licence.

Please immediately advise if there is any further information required. If you have any questions, please
contact Brad Tanswel] on 0429 598 542 or via email: Bradley. Tanswell@glencore.com.au

Yours sincerely,

=

Charlie Allan
General Manager
Ulan Coal Mines Limited
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