












 
 
 
MINUTE 

Mine:  Dartbrook Underground Coal Mine 

From:  Garvin Burns – Chief Inspector of Mines 

To:  Megan Dawson 

Date:  03/06/2019 

Ref:  AREQ0003286 

IPC Assessment of Dartbrook Underground Coal Mine Proposal – Request for 
additional information  

The Resources Regulator has two key functions: 

• The Mine Safety Inspectorate has expertise regarding risk management practices 
applied to mining operations. This expertise is engaged to ensure the regulator 
can fulfill its function as prescribed in section 152 of the Work Health and Safety 
Act 2011 (WHS Act). 

• The Compliance Operations Unit is focused on rehabilitation outcomes being 
compliant with conditions applied to authorities issued under the Mining Act 1992. 

The Resources Regulator, in fulfilling these functions, is focused on undertaking 
assessment activities at mine sites to ensure mine operators implement and maintain 
effective risk controls to reduce the risk to workers as low as reasonably practicable and 
give due regard to the principle that workers and other persons should be given the 
highest level of protection against harm to their health, safety and welfare from hazards 
and risks arising from work. 
Underground coal mining has inherent risks. Examples of these include:  

• ground and strata failure;  

• inrush and inundation;  

• airborne contaminants;  

• fire and explosion; and 

• subsidence 
Any determination as to mine operator capacity to manage risk must be based on the 
assessment of the adequacy of risk controls identified in Principal Hazard Management 
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Plans and then implemented by the mine operator to manage these risks as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
In considering the specific issues raised in correspondence submitted by the IPC to 
DPE on the 9 May 2019: 

1. There is nothing in this correspondence that gives cause for the Resources 
Regulator to alter its position as outlined in our previous response on this matter. 

2. It is the view of the regulator the proposed modification does not introduce a level 
of risk to workers that differs to other underground coal operation in NSW, and 
the existing provisions of NSW WHS legislation can be appropriately applied to 
manage this risk. 

3. Not-withstanding the above comments, some of the issues identified require 
specific responses: 

a. The Compliance Operations unit has reviewed the proposed conditions of 
approval and consider that sustainable rehabilitation outcomes are 
achievable and that any identified risks or opportunities can be effectively 
regulated through the conditions of mining authorities issued under the 
Mining Act 1992. To avoid confusion regarding the regulatory roles of the 
agencies regarding rehabilitation and the Mining Operations Plan, it is 
recommended that reference to “DRG” be replaced with “Resources 
Regulator” in the following conditions: 
o 2.1(a) 
o 2.1(d) 
o 2.1(e) 
o 12.1(a) – to add Resources Regulator 

b. The regulator is unaware of any spontaneous combustion issues relating 
to extraction undertaken in the Kayuga Seam at Dartbrook. There is no 
relationship between “gas” levels and the likelihood of spontaneous 
combustion. 

c. The regulator cannot support the proposition that high gas levels can be 
anticipated using the “bord and pillar” method. This will be dependent on 
the in-situ gas content of the virgin coal, and the competency of the 
ventilation arrangements employed by the mine operator to dilute any gas 
that may accumulate. It is noted that in the Proponents Additional 
Comments to the Commission it is stated the Kayuga in-seam gas content 
is considered relatively low, and there is no intent on behalf the proponent 
to undertake pillar extraction. In any case a mine operator has a legal 
obligation to maintain gas levels at a mine to within prescribed limits, 
regardless of the mining method. 

 




