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Coal Free Southern Highlands Inc.	

Response to the DPE assessment of the 
Hume Coal Project 
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! Planned Boreholes

Planned Holes 100m Buffer

Railway

Roads

AUTH 349

Hume’s proposal March 2014 	

150 drillhole locations nominated	
90 to be selected	

100 metre radius of flexibility	

DRE rejected this proposal	

July 2014 – 25 holes approved	

Just 3 holes were eventually 	
drilled, all west of the highway	

REF 3	
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Geological structure

Figure 6.5

Hume Coal Project
Water Assessment
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Indicative project layout

Figure 2.1

Hume Coal Project
Environmental Impact Statement
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Figure 2.6 Indicative mine layout showing different coal pillar types 

2.5.2 Mining fleet 

Another feature of the project is the adoption of automated remote mining techniques. Remote mining is routinely 
practiced in high wall mining, as well as in some underground scenarios.  

An inertial navigation system will direct continuous miners underground. Inertial navigation is a self-contained 
navigation technique in which measurements provided by accelerometers and gyroscopes track the position and 
orientation of a machine relative to a known starting point, orientation and velocity. Similar systems have been used in 
the USA and Australia, and are now standard in high wall mining. Standard off-the-shelf underground equipment can 
be used for the project with minimal requirements for alterations. This is reflected in the capital investment value, which 
incorporates estimates of equipment based on preliminary quotes obtained by Hume Coal. 

Basic mine layout	







Geological Considera/ons and 
Consequences for Mine 

Development

Including	environmental	impacts	of	geology	
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 FIGURE 1 PARTIAL RELINQUISHMENT AREA LOCATION 
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FIGURE 18 2011 2D SEISMIC SURVEY LINE LOCATIONS 



•  Seismic	Data	demonstrates	that:	
	
•  faul9ng	places	the	Hawkesbury	

Sandstone	horizontally	against	the	
Wongawilli	Coal	
	

•  The	structure	of	the	top	of	the	
Wongawilli	coal	does	not	“…dip	
gently	from	west	to	east…at…a	
grade	of	1	in	100“(	Fitzsimmons	&	
Doyle,	2017).	Rather,	it	is	faulted	
and	is	involved	in		both	
an9clinal		and	synclinal	features	
		

•  The	Wongawilli	Coal	is	highly	
fragmented	into	separate	and	non-
con9guous	bodies	across	faults.	

	
CONCLUSION:	
•  Geological	structure	within	AUTH	
349	is	much	more	complex	than	the	
Operator	has	portrayed	in	the	
proposals.	

Source:	Hume	Coal,	2012.		

Geological 	
Complexity	



Source:	Hume	Coal,	2012.		Source:	Hume	Coal,	2012.		

Additional seismic lines demonstrating 
faulted geological structure	



Consequences of Geological Complexity

1.  The	 Wongawilli	 Coal	 is	 highly	 fragmented	 into	 separate	 and	

non-con9guous	 bodies	 across	 faults.	 Consequently,	 the	
proposed	mine	layout	would	not	be	able	to	follow	the	coal	seam	
so	resource	recoveries	would	be	below	expecta9ons.	
	

2.  The	operator’s	proposal	for	the	presence	of	a	widespread	
aquitard	isola9ng	the	Hawkesbury	Sandstone	aquifer	from	the	
Wongawilli	Coal	is	invalid	because	fault	throws	of	up	to	18	
metres	not	only	fragment	the	aquitard,	they	horizontally	
juxtapose	the	Wongawilli	Coal	and	the	Hawkesbury	Sandstone.		
	

3.  The	mine	process,	as	proposed	would	pass	from	the	mined	coal	
seam	 directly	 into	 the	 Hawkesbury	 Sandstone	 aquifer	 across	
fault	 planes	 resul9ng	 in	 the	 Hawkesbury	 Sandstone	 aquifer	
becoming	a	receptor	for	in-mine	contaminants.	
	

4.  The	 presence	 of	 a	 mul9tude	 of	 igneous	 dykes	 and	 diatremes	
reported	 by	 Fitzsimmons	 &	 Doyle	 (2017)	 and	 others	 (refer	
following	map)	reduces	resource	recoveries.	

	



The	Wongawilli	Coal	 is	exposed	 in	gorges	of	Wingecarribee	River	tributaries	 (which	
flow	into	the		Wollondilly	River	of	the	Burragorang	Water	Catchment)	in	and	around	
the	north-western	part	of	AUTH	349.		
Consequently,	the	Lake	Burragorang	Water	Catchment	is	a	receptor	to	contaminants	
from	the	proposed	mine	through	the	ground	water	system	

Moss	Vale	100,000	Geological	Sheet	

Burragorang water catchment is a receptor for	
the proposed mine contaminants	
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