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…..”….In a time of universal deceit telling the truth is a revolutionary act” 

George Orwell 

 
 

All Cultural & Intellectual Copyright Moral Rights of the Ngarakbal Githabal utilised in this presentation is protected 

under International ©law.  

 

Individual copyright is attributed & reserved to the works of individual artists, authors and Knowledge holders whose 

information, research or artwork have been utilised in the collation of this submission 

No part of this submission may be reproduced or published without written authorisation of Stella Starlore © 2017 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 



 

2 
Submission to NSW government Independent Planning Commission – North Byron Parklands 

Researched, Collated and Created by Stella Wheildon for the Ngarakbal Githabul clans ©stellastarlore 2019 

In Traditional Aboriginal Lore and in accordance with Cultural and Intellectual 

Copyright [moral rights],   Traditional Owners [Aboriginal People] are owners 

of land, and through it owners of songs, ceremonies and designs associated 

with that land, primarily by virtue of descent in a clan or estate group 

associated with a particular Tribal Estate.  Attributes such as place of conception and 

birth also have implications in relation to Traditional rights of ‘ownership’.  In all groups there 

is ownership of land, sites, ritual, stories, paintings, music, designs and so on; 

 A set of attributes which are linked together…which comprise the Tribal Estate 

There are clear distinctions with ownership of land by clans or estate groups, with 

mainly religious and symbolic significance, and use of land by bands, which has 

economic significance.  

 

YELGUN is a Githabul word for the Sun ….despite this they have been excluded  
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The Ngarakbal Githabul own specific spiritual areas, or djurbihl which are extremely 

important to the individual and family who are responsible for that area.  This 

principle is fundamental to ones sense of identity, spirituality, and wellbeing…This is 

a foundation truth associated with all the Beereen Traditional lore’s and customs of 

all the Yoocum Yoocum Marriage clans…. 

The djurbihl sites have ‘clear’ owners, the djurbihl are there for their individual use and 

protection.  Furthermore, it is dangerous for a person to go near another family’s 

djurbihl without permission…or to reproduce Totemic Design, Song or Lore.   

Important fundamental connections and obligations to and for specific sites is stated by the 

Githabul in the reports prepared by HLA-Envirosciences for the Dept of Environment & 

Heritage  for the Cultural Significance assessment for the Githabul  Native Title 

determination applications and subsequent transfer of the National Park properties in 2007 

 

All land is sacred to Githabul people but there are places that are extra special.  

There are powerful places like jurbihl sites…Jurbihl sites were created by the 

buthara [sic] people.  They are spirit ancestors of the Githabul people.  They taught 

us how to look after our country.  They were real people but they transformed 

themselves into djaru’s,  jali, springs and mountains…..informant B 2001:4 

[HLA-Envirosciences Pty Ltd – for the Dept of Environment & Heritage May 2006] 

 

The religious association of a clan to it’s territory [Calley 1959:66-67] that defines the 

most important class of spirits as Butheram relate to particular sacred 

places…Calley  identified clan 19 Ngarapal most sacred Bootheram as ‘Bilin-ngadjil’  
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The assumption by the greater public, being led to believe that all Aboriginal people with the name Williams are 

of Githabal & Ngarakwal ancestry has facilitated the blatant theft of Ngarakbal Githabul lore and land in recent 

times……No Ngarakbal Githabul Williams is a member of the Tweed Byron aboriginal representative bodies. 
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There is a serious concern for senior members of the Ngarakbal Githabul that their 

matristic Bootheram has been taken off course over the recent decades; reflected in 

the incorrect contemporary Academic citations [post 1975] widely referred to by the 

traditional community as ACADEMIC Administrative FRAUD.  
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Culture is stolen because any Indigenous person can relocate to a new area 

and join the Local Aboriginal Lands Council – ALCs claim and administrate 

crown lands using ancestral lore of the local moiety, yet NO independent 

Anthropological studies have been conducted to police purported Aboriginal 

identity or Skinlore association to stymie the appropriation and administration 

of local Aboriginal lore by non-moiety members.   

‘Bundjalung Nation’ Aboriginal Lands Councils, and associated government 

depts.,  are NOT representative of ancestral moieties [Traditional Owners] in 

relation to the Yelgun Billinudgel sites of North Byron …Nor are they able to 

claim to be owners of the Ngarakbal Githabul Clans Ancestral Tribal Estate 

when they cannot prove totemic inheritance rights, obligations or connections 

to djurbihl in the Yelgun Billinudgel area.   

Only Ancestral bloodline-to-country “skin” moieties can legally prove Core 

and Contingent rights to ‘Bootheram’… 

Core & Contingent Rights of an Ancestral Moiety with bloodline-to-country are 

recognized, protected under several keystone FEDERAL & International 

legislations… with requirement of proof of descent, identified separation of 

matristic and patriarchal skin lore groups,  and authentic Aboriginality,  all 

supported by case law.   

Despite this, STATE legislative instruments will only consult with Aboriginal 

Lands Councils, exclusively endorsing them to be the representative bodies.  

This is a deliberate action of discrimination and dispossession of ancestral 

matristic Culture, Lore, Tradition and living people.  
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Equinox Celestial Skinlore alignments are celebrated in the Yelgun Complex 

 

Anthropologist JP Collins, who proves data for the North Byron Cultural Heritage site noted Charlotte 

Williams [Brown] in a report for the Byron Shire Council …..Aboriginal European Heritage Study 

Broken Head ….and it was utilised by NSW Native Title Services …NOW OMMITTED 
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Lack of Anthropological Analysis to determine Traditional Descendants kills Culture 

Lands Gazettes occurring through STATE Parliament in conjunction with the Geographical 

Names Board and the NSW Department of Lands are based on Linguistics.   Commencing 

in 2003 the Bundjalung Mapping Project, in conjunction with Tweed Byron Aboriginal lands 

Council and the Southern Cross university began recording ancestral djurebil sites and Lore 

as Bundjalung , creating  highly prejudicial contemporary data that eliminates, and alters the 

earlier archival records.  With the altered lands records being used as the benchmark to 

determine crown lands claims by Aboriginal Lands Councils.   These altered records  then 

link into the Office of Spatial Data Management which is government’s core facility to 

determine all methodologies of land & water management, including native title ….it creates 

a dynamic in which; Transfer of an alien tribal group into the Tweed Byron area has been 

perpetuated and sanitised with lands gazettes in what is perceived as a deliberate act to 

destroying Authentic Aboriginal Culture,  Lore History and their related Religious sites and 

rites…occurring by altering LINGUISTICS in lands records.  

Which to an orally held Religion [Fertility Cult] enacts genocide.  
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Foxes report has been utilised by Everick Heritage in relation to the North Byron parklands sites 

analysis, yet no Ngarakbal Githabul were notified or consulted.  Instead, the assessment exclusively 

endorsed the patriarchal Bundjalung  
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The deliberate omissions occurred despite there NO Evidence within the early Ethno-

history records to support the contemporary governance concept of a cultural bloc 

now promoted as ‘BUNDJALUNG NATION’ being associated with this area, or of a 

Tribal group known as the BUNDJALUNG ever having any access or ‘rights’ to 

Ngarakwal Githabal Tribal Estate… 

 “All the Tribes from Nerang to the Clarence spoke 

variations of the great “Yoocum-Yoocum” dialect 

[Yoocumbah], which went west to New England and 

down to the head of the Condamine at Warwick,  where 

it joined the Wacca-Wacca of the Darling Downs”… 

”..Archibald Metson 1894  

 

The “Yoocum-Yoocum dialect which extended from the 

Logan River south to midway between the Clarence and 

the Belinger River, and all New England from Armidale 

to near Warwick, whence it was joined by the Wacca-

Wacca of the Darling Downs,  the dialect which came down the north side of the Brisbane 

River to the sea and Toorbul Point and down the Burnett to the sea at 

Bundaberg”..Archibald Metson 1923 

 

Anthropologist Radcliffe-Brown [1918, 1929A, 1929B, 1930] refers to this same 

cultural bloc as  

 the Yukum or Yukumbil tribe; 

 “This large tribe, named in it’s negative [yukum = No] occupying the region of the Richmond 

and Clarence Rivers in the north of NSW and extending over the Qld Border. Their country 

extends about 100 miles north and south and about 80 miles east and west.  Within the 

north there are considerable local differences of dialect, and a number of the sub-tribes are 

recognised.  The sub-tribe about which I have most information is the Kidjabal of the country 

at the head of the Clarence River “…Radcliffe Brown 1929A:400 

 

TODAY GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION HAS ALTERED ANCESTRAL LORE TO CLAIM and 

promote NORTHERN NSW AS BEING exclusively the patriarchal ‘BUNDJALUNG NATION’.   

Discriminately eliminating all reference to early ethno-historical, linguistic and anthropological 

data, thus causing extensive damage to Matristic Aboriginal Culture, Lore, Religious & Ritual 

practices, including the [Cudgin] Brunswick area and the North Byron Parklands Site at Yelgun 

adjacent to the Billinudgel Nature Reserve …. 

This discrimination by Government Departments breaches numerous State & Federal 

legislations, and case law.  By enforcing a one-tribe-policy of exclusivity and discrimination, 

which utilises alternative aboriginal council legislation with no requirement for transparency 

dispossesses and discriminates all members of the local Tweed Byron community.  
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The following excerpt from a publication by Rev. Livingstone in 1892 more or less 

summaries the legend of the Three Brothers – now being claimed as Bundjalung 

Nation, a patriarchal 

lore,  and attributed to 

Bilinudgel …but in the 

original recording there 

was already a woman 

on the land …matristic 

Lore metaphor for the 

Ngarakbal Githabul   

….“Long ago 

Beerung,  with his 

two brothers 

Mommon and 

Yaburong came to 

this land.  They came 

with their wives and 

children in a great 

canoe, from an island 

across the sea.  As 

they came near shore 

a woman on the land 

made a song that 

raised a storm which 

broke the canoe in 

pieces….this is how 

the paigal [men] 

came to this 

land…”… Rev. 

Livingstone in 1892 

The Ngarakbal 

Githabul Lore, as 

Yoocum Yoocum 

moiety, is an ancient 

matristic lore of this 

local landscape – 

which PREDATES the 

arrival of the Paigal …but government has mixed the two separate systems together, 

exclusively endorsing the patriarchal and deliberately eliminating the Matristic  

Yar-Birrain and his four sisters the Fairy Emu Women Skin Lore predates the 

relatively contemporary Three Brother legend of migration from another 

country…now also being appropriated as Bundjalung by the Arakwal Corp. 
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Billinudgel – North Byron -Yelgun is the significant EQUINOX ceremonial 

[ritual] area for the Ngarakbal Githabul corroborees - ‘yourara Berrung-na 

…Celebrating the celestial male Yoocum Yoocum Totemic Ancestor Hero,  

Burrigan  – Burrigan’s journeys are affiliated within the masculine aspect of 

the Rainbow Serpent.  Burrigan comes to teach morals and ethics to the 

people...the echo’s of which are held in our local PLACE names like 

Burringbah due west of the North Byron Parklands Complex – and now 

wrongfully being attributed as Bundjalung Nation  

 

 

Yelgun is the Ngarakbal Githabul word for Mother Sun – a celestial matristic Sky Ancestor 
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The Registrar of the NSW Aboriginal Lands Council was contacted in 2006 – but the names 

of all the descendants of the Ngarakbal Githabul were never entered as requested.  
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To this day the exclusive endorsement of the one-tribe-policy of Bundjalung Nation is 

perpetuated by the Tweed and Byron Shire Councils, as per instruction by the STATE 

government departments and instruments.    
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This systemic STATE exclusion occurs even though the Tweed Shire Council was 

party to the FEDERAL Githabul Native Title claim …… No representative of the 

Ngarakbal Githabul enjoys a place in any of the Tweed or Byron aboriginal 

representative bodies or committees claiming to be able to speak for their LIVING 

CULTURE 
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The Ngarakbal Githabul and other clans of the matristic Yoocum Yoocum moiety, 

have NO faith in the current ACADEMIC, Corporate & government institutions, 

departments & individuals claiming to be ‘managing the Estate’ to faithfully and 

accurately record the ancestral materials and preserve the INTEGRITY of LORE;   

No independent Anthropological study has been undertaken,  currently all  Aboriginal 

studies of this region including all the Yoocum Yoocum lands from Coffs Harbour to 

South East Qld, has sites being attributed as the patriarchal  ‘Bundjalung Nation’, 

Destroying the ancestral identity, the Ngarakbal Githabul ‘Women’s Business’ and 

terminating the moieties women’s SPIRITUAL & Totemic lore’s & linkages into 

ancestral Landscape;   Government systems and representative bodies are blatantly 

misconstruing existing legislations, which although designed to empower in 

maintaining Lore & Language is  being abused to destroy & dispossess.  

 

The collusion of Academic institutions with Lands Councils and Government systems,  which 

are unrepresentative of ancestral Traditional Sovereign Owner Moieties,  but persist in 

creating highly prejudicial and culturally incorrect, or ‘UNFIT FOR USE’ report data –and 

filing it into the international geospatial systems under MOU’s with the Office of Spatial Data 

Management and all it’s affiliated branches and universities – has been brought to the 

attention of Government, Corporate and  Legal representation by members of the Aboriginal 

Traditional Sovereign Alliance  - outlining the breaches of Archival Law,  State Records 

Legislations, along with breaches of Heritage Law, Anti-Discrimination Law, Trade Practices 

Law, Native Title Law, Aboriginal Lands Rights NPW Legislations,  Sex Discrimination, 

Geographical Names Law, Cultural & Intellectual Copyright [moral rights] laws  etc, etc…. 

 

For State Government, its departments & associated corporate and council systems to seek to 

profit from Aboriginal Culture, WITHOUT RECOGNISING OR INCLUDING the Matristic 

NGARAKBAL GITHABUL  BLOODLINE – Yoocum Yoocum moiety.   

Anyone looking at this vast body of cultural material and persistent correspondences to all 

levels of administration can only assume that Government is deliberately and knowingly 

enacting GENOCIDE of the Yoocum Yoocum Moieties LIVING matristic culture, with no 

intention of stopping…. 
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“We are the light end of the feather… 
The Aboriginal People… 

They can take our land 

But they will never take our Bootheram… 

It was made in the Mountains 

It was made in the Water 

Its strong in the land  

They’ll never take it.”.. 

Millie Boyd – Daughter of Euston Williams and Charlotte Brown  
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