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Policy: RENEWABLE ENERGY SEP-POL-7
Service: Strategic Planning
Responsible Officer: Director Planning

1. INTRODUCTION

For several years Council has wrestled with the impacts of large scale electricity
generating works on the rural landscape and communities throughout Yass Valley.

On 13 June 2018 Council held a Planning Forum on windfarms with speakers for and
against the land use.

On 18 June 2018 a Councillor Workshop was held regardmgCounc:l's approach to wind
farms and other renewable energy projects.

From the Planning Forum and Workshop, Cou

loped its policy position on
renewable energy projects,

2. POLICY OBJECTIVE

To outline Council’s position in relatron ,o renewable energy pro}ects proposed in Yass
Valley. .

3.  POLICY SCOPE
This policy applies to all ren rgy projects proposed in Yass Valley.
4 POLICY STATEMENT . >

The followi

he view that it has reached the maximum
; 1e local government area.

; lgy/ in general, Council opposes in principle,
urbine sites in Yass Valley.

The infrastructure (e.g. turbines, panels, substations) not being within view
lines of villages and towns or areas of closer settlement

3. The infrastructure not having an adverse impact on the amenity of other
dwellings

4. The impact of infrastructure (e.g. turbines, panels) on the rural landscape
and tourism values of the Yass Valley

5. Roads being used by any heavy vehicles being upgraded to the appropriate
standard in Council’s Roads Standards Policy prior to commencement of
works on site

6. A sharing the benefits scheme(s) with the host landowners, immediate
neighbours and a Community Enhancement Fund (as per Council policy)
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10,
11.

Noise impacts at adjoining dwellings being consistent with the applicable
standards

The project to commence within 5 years of a Consent being issued and
completed within 5 years of commencement

The impacts of the infrastructure (e.g. panels, turbines) on the heritage
values of the site and Yass Valley

The economic and social impacts on local communities and Yass Valley

Any community and Rural Fire Service concerns in relation to the bushfire
risks and any impediments to firefighting operations

5. IMPLEMENTATION

5.1 Roles & Responsibilities
The following Council Officers are responsible for the implementation and
adherence to this policy:

Director Planning

Manager Development Control
Manager Strategic Planning
Planning Staff

5.2 Communication
This Policy will be communicated to the community and staff in accordance with
Council’s Policy, Procedures and Process Framework and Council’s Business paper
process. Following adoption by Council the Policy will be made available on
Council’s website.,

5.3 Associated Documents
The following documentation is to be read in conjunction with this Policy:

6. REVIEW

Department of Planning & Environment Wind Energy Guide

Any Department of Planning & Environment guides on renewable energy
Yass Valley Council Community Enhancement Fund Policy

State Environmental Planning Policy (State & Regional Development) 2011
Yass Valley Local Environmental Plan 2013

This policy will be reviewed once each term of Council or as needed in response to any
change of circumstance including changes in legislation.

7. LEGISLATIVE & LEGAL FRAMEWORK

This policy is to be read in conjunction with the following:

L Local Government Act1993
. Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979

Council employees shall refrain from personal activities that would conflict with proper
execution and management of Council’s Renewable Energy Policy. Council’s Code of
Conduct provides guidance for recognising and disclosing any conflicts of interest.

8. DEFINITIONS

Under the Yass Valley Local Environmental Plan 2013:

electricity generating works means a building or place used for the purpose of making
or generating electricity
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9. HISTORY

Minute No  Date of Issue Action Author Checked by
108 27 June 2018 Council Resolution
234 24 October 2018  Place on Exhibition  Director of Planning  Council Meeting

Document No: SEP-POL-7 Created/Revised: 24/10/2018 | Review date: 10/2020
Version No: 1 l Author: Director of Planning | Doc Type: 30
File Name: Renewable Energy Approved By: Council Meeting 24/10/2018
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