








PRESENTATION	
  TO	
  IPC,	
  4	
  JULY	
  2018	
  

MR	
  ALASTAIR	
  PULFORD	
  

	
  

Good	
  morning	
  Commissioners.	
  My	
  name	
  is	
  Alastair	
  Pulford.	
  I	
  am	
  the	
  

head	
  of	
  Sales	
  for	
  Darley,	
  which	
  is	
  the	
  stallion	
  division	
  of	
  Godolphin.	
  

	
  

I	
  have	
  been	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  thoroughbred	
  industry	
  in	
  Australia	
  for	
  31	
  

years	
  and	
  a	
  further	
  7	
  prior	
  to	
  that	
  in	
  Southern	
  Africa.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  lived	
  in	
  the	
  

Hunter	
  for	
  15	
  years,	
  having	
  moved	
  here	
  to	
  join	
  Godolphin	
  in	
  2003.	
  	
  

	
  

Darley/Godolphin	
  

	
  

As	
  you	
  may	
  know,	
  Godolphin	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  largest	
  thoroughbred	
  

breeding	
  and	
  racing	
  companies	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  We	
  have	
  studs	
  in	
  England,	
  

Ireland,	
  America,	
  Japan	
  and	
  here	
  in	
  Australia.	
  And	
  our	
  Australian	
  stallion	
  

division	
  is	
  the	
  largest	
  within	
  the	
  company.	
  We	
  are	
  very	
  important,	
  not	
  

only	
  to	
  our	
  Company	
  and	
  owner,	
  but	
  also	
  to	
  the	
  entire	
  racing	
  industry.	
  

We	
  stand	
  the	
  largest	
  number	
  of	
  commercial	
  stallions	
  in	
  Australia	
  and	
  in	
  

the	
  world.	
  Our	
  market	
  share	
  is	
  such	
  that	
  our	
  stallions	
  cover	
  

approximately	
  12%	
  of	
  the	
  entire	
  Australian	
  Thoroughbred	
  herd.	
  

	
  

Kelvinside	
  is	
  our	
  original	
  property.	
  Its	
  primary	
  reason	
  for	
  being	
  is	
  to	
  

house	
  our	
  elite	
  stallions.	
  It	
  is	
  just	
  outside	
  Aberdeen	
  about	
  4km	
  to	
  the	
  

East.	
  We	
  have	
  the	
  facility	
  to	
  stand	
  18	
  stallions	
  and	
  on	
  average	
  stand	
  15	
  

stallions	
  each	
  year.	
  This	
  year	
  we	
  will	
  stand	
  13	
  stallions.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

The	
  property	
  was	
  developed	
  from	
  2003	
  into	
  a	
  world	
  class	
  stallion	
  



facility.	
  As	
  well	
  as	
  housing	
  our	
  stallions	
  we	
  use	
  the	
  property	
  for	
  

racehorse	
  training,	
  spelling,	
  rehabilitation	
  and	
  educating	
  yearlings.	
  Other	
  

studs	
  have	
  followed	
  our	
  lead	
  so	
  now,	
  within	
  a	
  small	
  triangle	
  with	
  sides	
  

measuring	
  from	
  Kelvinside	
  7	
  km	
  east	
  on	
  the	
  Rouchel	
  Road	
  to	
  Segenhoe	
  

Stud,	
  10km	
  north	
  to	
  Arrowfield	
  as	
  the	
  crow	
  flies	
  and	
  13	
  km	
  back	
  to	
  us,	
  

you	
  have	
  4	
  of	
  the	
  6	
  major	
  stallion	
  farms	
  in	
  Australia.	
  Ourselves,	
  

Newgate,	
  Vinery	
  and	
  Arrowfield.	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  amazing	
  concentration	
  of	
  elite	
  

horse	
  properties.	
  

	
  

Our	
  stallions	
  at	
  Aberdeen	
  are	
  visited	
  by	
  1500	
  mares,	
  each	
  season.	
  These	
  

mares	
  are	
  located	
  at	
  various	
  boarding	
  farms	
  within	
  the	
  local	
  area.	
  

Generally	
  within	
  45	
  minutes’	
  drive	
  or	
  less.	
  Kelvinside	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  a	
  kind	
  in	
  

New	
  South	
  Wales	
  in	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  major	
  stallion	
  facility	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  

that	
  does	
  not	
  also	
  house	
  any	
  broodmares.	
  Our	
  business	
  model	
  has	
  

always	
  been	
  that	
  mares	
  walk	
  on	
  from	
  other	
  specialist	
  broodmare	
  farms.	
  

Many	
  of	
  the	
  local	
  broodmare	
  farms	
  started	
  up	
  or	
  expanded	
  after	
  our	
  

inception	
  in	
  2003.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  far-­‐fetched	
  to	
  say	
  they	
  exist	
  because	
  of	
  us.	
  

Even	
  our	
  own	
  mares	
  travel	
  to	
  and	
  from	
  our	
  Woodlands	
  farm	
  near	
  

Denman.	
  

	
  

Kelvinside	
  is	
  our	
  shop	
  front.	
  Our	
  client	
  interface.	
  It	
  is	
  where	
  we	
  

showcase	
  our	
  operation	
  and	
  our	
  stallions.	
  In	
  any	
  one	
  year	
  we	
  host	
  

thousands	
  of	
  clients,	
  visitors,	
  racing	
  fans	
  and	
  tourists.	
  We	
  keep	
  it	
  in	
  

pristine	
  order	
  because	
  we	
  are	
  always	
  on	
  show.	
  

	
  

On	
  any	
  day	
  at	
  any	
  racecourse	
  in	
  Australia	
  and	
  overseas,	
  many	
  winning	
  

racehorses	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  progeny	
  of	
  Darley	
  stallions.	
  	
  



	
  

Similarly,	
  at	
  any	
  auction	
  house	
  in	
  Australia,	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  premier	
  

bloodstock	
  commanding	
  the	
  highest	
  prices	
  will	
  be	
  bred	
  born	
  or	
  raised	
  in	
  

the	
  Hunter	
  Valley.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Again,	
  a	
  significant	
  proportion	
  of	
  those	
  –	
  which	
  can	
  be	
  from	
  say	
  10%	
  and	
  

as	
  much	
  as	
  25%	
  will	
  be	
  progeny	
  of	
  Darley	
  stallions	
  -­‐	
  The	
  world's	
  best	
  

racehorse,	
  Winx	
  was	
  conceived	
  at	
  Kelvinside	
  and	
  raised	
  in	
  this	
  area.	
  Her	
  

mother	
  now	
  lives	
  just	
  down	
  the	
  road	
  at	
  Segenhoe	
  Stud.	
  	
  

	
  

As	
  a	
  pivotal	
  player	
  in	
  the	
  Hunter's	
  acclaimed	
  and	
  internationally	
  

recognized	
  thoroughbred	
  breeding	
  industry	
  we	
  are	
  very	
  concerned	
  

about	
  the	
  proximity	
  and	
  absolute	
  incompatibility	
  of	
  the	
  Mount	
  Pleasant	
  

proposed	
  open	
  cut	
  coal	
  mine	
  to	
  our	
  operations,	
  and	
  the	
  risks	
  to	
  our	
  

reputation,	
  our	
  business	
  model,	
  our	
  future	
  and	
  that	
  of	
  the	
  communities	
  

and	
  families	
  who	
  live	
  and	
  raise	
  their	
  children	
  on	
  and	
  around	
  our	
  farms.	
  

	
  

Our	
  industry	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  strength	
  and	
  performance	
  of	
  our	
  stallions.	
  

They	
  attract	
  broodmare	
  investors	
  and	
  broodmare	
  farms	
  and	
  a	
  network	
  

of	
  equine	
  support	
  industries.	
  Our	
  industry	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  clean,	
  green	
  

serene	
  image.	
  

	
  

Open	
  cut	
  mining	
  portrays	
  the	
  exact	
  opposite	
  every	
  person’s	
  mental	
  

picture	
  of	
  a	
  horse	
  breeding	
  area.	
  We	
  are	
  extremely	
  vulnerable	
  to	
  the	
  

threats	
  posed	
  by	
  mining	
  in	
  close	
  proximity,	
  particularly	
  where	
  there	
  are	
  

real	
  or	
  unassessed	
  threats	
  of	
  impacts	
  of	
  dust,	
  noise,	
  depletion	
  of	
  water	
  

resources	
  or	
  quality,	
  diminution	
  of	
  our	
  landscape	
  and	
  visual	
  amenity.	
  



	
  

As	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Hunter	
  community	
  for	
  15	
  years	
  the	
  prospect	
  of	
  an	
  

open	
  cut	
  mine	
  coal	
  at	
  the	
  Mount	
  Pleasant	
  site	
  was	
  considered	
  a	
  

negligible	
  possibility.	
  

	
  

I	
  have	
  driven	
  past	
  the	
  site	
  countless	
  times.	
  For	
  some	
  17	
  years	
  I	
  believe	
  

post	
  the	
  original	
  development	
  consent,	
  no	
  substantial	
  work	
  and	
  no	
  

mining	
  had	
  occurred	
  on	
  the	
  site.	
  No	
  meaningful	
  investment	
  was	
  made	
  

by	
  the	
  holder	
  of	
  the	
  consent.	
  No	
  jobs	
  were	
  created.	
  No	
  coal	
  was	
  

produced	
  or	
  transported	
  to	
  market.	
  No	
  economic	
  benefits	
  flowed	
  back	
  

to	
  the	
  state,	
  the	
  community	
  or	
  the	
  region.	
  

	
  

Any	
  reasonable	
  person	
  would	
  have	
  assumed	
  that	
  given	
  the	
  substantial	
  

passage	
  of	
  time,	
  the	
  then	
  owner’s	
  disinclination	
  to	
  develop	
  the	
  mine	
  as	
  

well	
  as	
  the	
  substantial	
  changes	
  in	
  that	
  17	
  years,	
  changes	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  

development	
  of	
  our	
  industry	
  in	
  the	
  Hunter,	
  of	
  other	
  mines,	
  of	
  changes	
  

to	
  government	
  policy,	
  of	
  environmental	
  standards	
  and	
  of	
  community	
  

expectations;	
  you	
  would	
  expect	
  that	
  an	
  open	
  cut	
  coal	
  mine	
  on	
  this	
  site,	
  

so	
  close	
  to	
  the	
  towns	
  of	
  Aberdeen	
  and	
  Muswellbrook,	
  and	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  

the	
  Thoroughbred	
  industry	
  -­‐	
  would	
  not	
  proceed.	
  

	
  

But	
  here	
  we	
  are	
  arguing	
  the	
  merits	
  of	
  a	
  modification	
  proposal	
  that	
  

differs	
  so	
  radically	
  from	
  the	
  original	
  proposal	
  that	
  it	
  should	
  be	
  

recognised	
  as	
  a	
  new	
  proposal	
  and	
  be	
  assessed	
  from	
  scratch,	
  in	
  

accordance	
  with	
  contemporary	
  environmental	
  and	
  community	
  

standards	
  and	
  government	
  policy.	
  These	
  issues	
  will	
  be	
  expanded	
  upon	
  in	
  

Godolphin's	
  written	
  submission.	
  



	
  

Others	
  more	
  qualified	
  than	
  I,	
  have	
  and	
  will	
  speak	
  to	
  you	
  on	
  the	
  merits	
  of	
  

this	
  proposal.	
  From	
  Godolphin's	
  perspective:	
  

• it	
  is	
  not	
  acceptable	
  to	
  have	
  an	
  open	
  cut	
  coal	
  mine	
  so	
  close	
  to	
  the	
  

towns	
  of	
  Aberdeen	
  and	
  Muswellbrook	
  which	
  on	
  a	
  proper	
  assessment	
  

will	
  also	
  hold	
  significant	
  risk	
  to	
  our	
  industry;	
  

• it	
  is	
  not	
  acceptable	
  to	
  place	
  the	
  future	
  and	
  reputation	
  of	
  the	
  Hunter's	
  

Thoroughbred	
  Breeding	
  in	
  jeopardy	
  once	
  again;	
  

• it	
  is	
  not	
  acceptable	
  to	
  be	
  perpetually	
  confronting	
  uncertainty	
  and	
  

land	
  use	
  conflict	
  from	
  the	
  

increasing	
  encroachment	
  of	
  coal	
  mining;	
  

• it	
  is	
  not	
  acceptable	
  to	
  place	
  at	
  risk	
  the	
  community's	
  welfare	
  and	
  

wellbeing	
  and	
  diminish	
  our	
  air	
  quality	
  and	
  water	
  sources,	
  or	
  destroy	
  

our	
  cultural	
  landscape;	
  

• it	
  is	
  not	
  acceptable	
  to	
  consider	
  any	
  application	
  for	
  what	
  is	
  in	
  effect	
  a	
  

new	
  mine	
  without	
  any	
  semblance	
  of	
  a	
  cost	
  benefit	
  analysis,	
  

assessment	
  of	
  the	
  contemporary	
  environment	
  and	
  consideration	
  of	
  

the	
  principles	
  of	
  ecologically	
  sustainable	
  development	
  as	
  required	
  by	
  

the	
  Act.	
  

	
  

Four	
  previous	
  Planning	
  Assessment	
  Commissions	
  (in	
  the	
  Drayton	
  South	
  

open	
  cut	
  applications)	
  have:	
  

• recognised	
  the	
  importance	
  and	
  economic	
  significance	
  of	
  the	
  Hunter's	
  

thoroughbred	
  breeding	
  industry	
  and	
  the	
  pivotal	
  role	
  Godolphin	
  plays	
  

in	
  it;	
  

• acknowledged	
  the	
  risks	
  to	
  the	
  fragmentation	
  of	
  the	
  industry	
  should	
  

the	
  industry's	
  key	
  players	
  be	
  forced	
  out;	
  



• recognised	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  economic	
  diversity	
  to	
  the	
  Hunter	
  

region;	
  and	
  

• called	
  for	
  the	
  protection	
  of	
  the	
  equine	
  industry	
  through	
  buffers,	
  

zones	
  or	
  preservation	
  measures.	
  

	
  

We	
  strongly	
  submit	
  the	
  Commission	
  in	
  its	
  considerations	
  should	
  

consider	
  and	
  protect	
  the	
  legitimate	
  rights	
  of	
  the	
  residents	
  and	
  

agricultural	
  industries	
  of	
  the	
  Upper	
  Hunter	
  and	
  reject	
  this	
  modification	
  

given	
  the	
  inadequacies	
  of	
  the	
  material	
  before	
  it.	
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