








The image below provided by Douglas Partners indicates in blue, the watercourses that flows from the 
proposed site towards other watercourses and creeks, of which onflows to Nepean River. This means that 
any heavy rain periods could result in flooding and rising groundwater collecting contaminants and 
ultimately flowing into the Nepean River. Refer to image below for the blue lines indicating watercourses:

 The Austral Archaeology DA17/1092 report illustrates how Jerry’s Creek is a 4th order creek, considered to 
be permanent water source. There are tributaries, watercourses and streams that flow into Jerry’s creek 
and this will be hazardous should the pollution and the contaminants from the cemetery flow into the 
creek and ultimately Nepean River/Hawkesbury River. People eat fish and prawns from these rivers. This 
could pose health issues and potential lawsuits from contaminated food caught and eaten from the river. 
Who will assume liability for anyone sick from the increased contaminants in the river as a result of the 
proposed development? There have been periods of heavy rains over the year which would have led to 
flooding and heavy water run off, rising ground water and this flowing into the watercourses and creek. 
There have been no analysis of the the maximum level that ground water has risen to. The only ground 
water analysis was performed during a very dry period which is not a indicative of long term expectations 
and consequences.

The below image is provided by Austral Archaeology:

Version: 1, Version Date: 28/02/2018
Document Set ID: 8071856



 And from the Urbis Wallacia Memorial Park Landscape and visual impact assessment- The proposed site is 
subject to flooding and this may lead to potential contamination of the river. As you can see in Urbis’ figure 
below,  they write that, “This low –lying topography is flood prone, with the western part of the site 
predominantly lying within the floodplain…the land surrounding Jerrys Creek is identified as ‘natural 
resources sensitive land’”:

 The proposed development may possibly breach clause 7.3 of the PLEP 2010 ‘natural resources sensitive land’ 
clause which considers the pollution of waterway health and requires consideration of the velocity of runoff. 
The proposal plans to have burial zones within the flood prone areas.

 There will be increased traffic congestions and dangerous driving. All the main three roads that lead to and 
from the proposed site are only single lane in each direction which leads to a lot of frustration for road users 
and also cases of aggressive driving. They also have only very limited sections for overtaking.  Park Road is 
single lane road each way with congested traffic during peak times. The ‘majority of Park Road is marked with 
double continuous white lining, restricting vehicles to no overtaking’5. The road safety review analysis is not 
reviewing the parts of Park Road which has limited visibility for overtaking. It would make more sense for the 
study to review the RMS crash data report for Mulgoa Road from Mulgoa town to Wallacia and the length of 
Park Road, as all traffic that will drive to the cemetery will be driving the entire length of either of these two 
roads. Mulgoa Road is single lanes and very winding and curvy. Park Road is hilly and has very limited long 
distance visibility which is why most of the road is marked with double lines to prevent overtaking5.   With 
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increased traffic from funeral visitors, Park Road lacks sufficient capacity to accommodate the likely traffic 
generation. The expected increase of traffic through Mulgoa Road heading towards the proposed development 
may result in breaching the Penrith Development Control Plan 2014 Part D, 5.8. and Part E9 which states that 
consent should not be granted if, “The safety and efficiency of Mulgoa Road will be adversely affected by the 
design and siting of the proposed access and by the nature, volume and frequency of vehicles using Mulgoa 
Road to gain access to the development”. 

 The great majority of cemetery related traffic will be unfamiliar with the roads and area and large numbers of 
mourners can potentially create traffic hazards and traffic jams. There has been accidents Park Road that have 
resulted in a fatality and many accidents on The Northern road. Many properties along Park Road, Mulgoa 
Road and The Northern Road do not have turning bays, the roads have many blind spots due to curvature and 
hilly terrain and this is unsafe if there is an influx of cemetery related traffic who are unfamiliar with the rural 
roads. This leads to danger for both residents and cemetery visitors. This will exacerbate existing traffic 
problems. 

 I also object to the Preliminary Geotechnical, Groundwater and Salinity Assessment6. There doesn’t appear to 
be any study or research into the depth of casket burials and whether it will be single layer or double layer. The 
geotechnical report does advise that a large proportion of the proposed site contains ‘shallow weathered rock 
area of less than 2.3m depth’, ‘Bringelly Shale’ and ‘erosional landscape unit with deep, stony soil and low 
water holding capacity’ and ‘possible ephemeral perched groundwater’. The soil on most of the proposed site 
either on shallow rock or on flood prone zone.

In conclusion to this submission, I would like to emphasise that constructing a cemetery and crematorium in 
Wallacia or its surrounds is against the wishes of many in the community. It is also not an ideal location due to the 
rich history of the area, the beautiful scenic values that the area possesses, the undeveloped and simple single lane 
rural roads that services the area. The many watercourses and tributaries that ultimately flow into the 
Nepean/Hawkesbury river where people enjoy recreational activities and also catch seafood to eat. We must also 
consider the school children and how vulnerable they are to the air and water pollutants from a 
cemetery/crematorium. 

Also, with Badgerys Creek airport in the mid to long term horizon, Wallacia and its surrounding towns could have a 
multitude of economic and social opportunities that can be enjoyed and this could increase the wealth and 
prosperity of the area and in turn, increase the social and mental health of residents in the area. The alternative 
uses of the land such as for tourism and hospitality related could far exceed what the Catholic Metropolitan 
Cemeteries Trust is trying to force upon the area by ignoring the wishes of the local communities, the Penrith 
Council and its constituents.
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