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1 INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

New Gullen Range Wind Farm Pty Ltd operates Gullen Range Wind Farm, which is jointly owned by Beijing 

Jingneng Clean Energy (Hong Kong) Co., Limited (75%) and New Gullen Range Wind Farm (Holding) Pty Ltd (25%) 

a wholly owned subsidiary of Goldwind Capital (Australia) Pty Ltd.  

The wind farm is located on a north-south running ridge system of the Great Dividing Range between Gunning, 

Crookwell and Goulburn in NSW’s southern tablelands (Figure 1-1). The wind farm extends over a distance of 

about 25 kilometres from about 6 kilometres south of Crookwell to its southern extent about 10 kilometres 

north of Breadalbane. The Wind Farm is also about 20 kilometres west of Goulburn. 

The wind farm became fully operational in December 2014 and includes the following project elements: 

 73 Goldwind turbines  

o 56 GW100-2.5MW – (100 metre rotor diameter) 

o 17 GW82-1.5MW – (82 metre rotor diameter) 

 A 33kV/330kV substation for connection to the National Electricity Grid  

o 330kV switchyard owned and operated by TransGrid 

o A communications tower also owned and operated by TransGrid 

o 330kV/33kV Substation and 33kV switchyard 

The wind farm comprises of 4 turbine groups, Kialla, Bannister, Pomeroy and Gurrundah. The 73 turbines are 

distributed as listed below: 

 Kialla Group – 2 turbines 

 Bannister Group – 30 turbines 

 Pomeroy Group – 23 turbines 

 Gurrundah Group – 18 turbines 

 A 33kV/330kV substation is located between the northern and southern groups (between Bannister 

and Pomeroy) 

The highest turbines are at elevations of about 1,000 metres above sea level. The rural land, where the project 

is located and in surrounding areas, is predominantly used for grazing of sheep and cattle but also includes 

elements of rural lifestyle living. 
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Figure 1-1: Site location (hatched in blue) 

 

Gullen Range Wind Farm was approved as a Major Project under Part 3A of the NSW Environmental Planning & 

Assessment Act 1979 in August 2010. Wind Farms approved under Part 3A are required to hold an Environmental 

Protection Licence (EPL). An Environment Protection Licence was issued by the Environment Protection 

Authority (EPA) in October 2014. A modification application (Mod1) for adjustments to turbine locations was 

approved by the Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) in September 2015. 

1.2 PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

This Annual Environmental Management Report (AEMR) has been prepared by NGH Environmental to meet 

Condition 6.1(a) of the MOD1 project approval. The report covers the period of 23rd December 2014 to 22nd 

December 2015 and audits the wind farm’s performance against the Operational Environmental Management 

Plan, the Environmental Protection Licence (EPL) and conditions of approval relating to operation including the 

Statement of Commitments. 
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Condition 6.1: 

a) provisions for an Annual Environmental Management Report (AEMR) that is to be prepared and 

submitted to the Secretary throughout the operational life of the project. The AEMR must review the 

performance of the project against the Operational Environmental management Plan, the conditions 

of this approval and other licences and approvals relating to the project. 

b) provisions for periodic reporting of the compliance status to the Secretary including at least prior to the 

commencement of construction of the project, prior to the commencement of operation of the project, 

and prior to the commencement of decommissioning, 

c) a program for independent environmental auditing in accordance with AS/NZ ISO 19011:2003 - 

Guidelines for Quality and/or Environmental Management Systems Auditing; 

d) procedures for rectifying any non-compliance identified during environmental auditing or review of 

compliance; 

e) mechanisms for recording environmental incidents and actions taken in response to those incidents; 

f) provisions for reporting environmental incidents to the Secretary during construction operation and 

decommissioning; and 

g) provisions for ensuring all employees, contractors and sub-contractors are aware of, and comply with, 

the conditions of this approval relevant to their respective activities. 

 

1.3 STRUCTURE OF THIS REPORT 

The structure of this report is: 

Section 1 – Introduction and Background 

Section 2 – Independent assessment of Compliance 
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3 CONCLUSION 

This independent Annual Environmental Management Review has assessed GRWF’s compliance against the 

Operational Environmental Management Plan, the Environmental Protection Licence (EPL) and conditions of 

approval relating to operation and Statement of Commitments.  

 

Based on the assessment completed, it is concluded the GRWF have generally complied with all relevant 

operational conditions of approval.  One non-compliance was found and this related to inadequate 

documentation on overhead transmission easement inspections.  Refer to SoC73 in the compliance table include 

as Appendix A for more detail. 
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Independent Planning Commission                                                                                                           29th March 2018 
Level 3, 201 Elizabeth Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
Attention: Mr John Hann, Ms Carol Austin, Mr Paul Forward. 
Re: Bango Wind Farm D502-18 
 
I am writing in relation to the proposed Bango Wind Farm, located south of Boorowa and east of Rye Park, and in the 
localities of Kangiara and Tangmangaroo (not Bango). Thank you for your time and the opportunity to make this 
submission. 
 
After attending the Planning Assessment Commission meeting held by you in Boorowa on 22nd March 2018 I feel I 
need to make further comment. 
 
I have no doubt that you have read the copious amount of information, studies and technical data supplied to you by 
the NSW Department of Planning and the developer Bango Wind Farm Pty Ltd in great detail, along with the many 
submissions for and against the proposal. I will not pretend I understand it all and would just like to give you a matter 
of fact opinion from someone who has lived on the land for most of her life and has been dealing with the trauma 
from the community that wind farm development in this area has caused. 
 
You will have noted that at the meeting the majority of supporters of the project were outnumbered by genuine 
objectors, which was also the case in the submissions to the Department of Planning during the Public Consultation 
period. Even though the proponent and proposed hosts would like you to think they are well supported it is not the 
case. The population density of the area needs to be taken seriously, not just the current residents, but also the 
potential residents. The areas from Yass to Boorowa, including the village of Rye Park and the Kangiara and 
Tangmangaroo areas have become popular with those seeking respite from city living, and have the potential to 
relieve the urban sprawl of the larger cities. This needs to be an important consideration in your decision as these 
people will not want to, or be able to, live amidst the 200 metre tall wind turbines proposed for this development. 
Also taking into consideration the already approved Rye Park and Coppabella Wind Farms the area will be turned into 
a landscape sterile of humans, and of course bird life, and the planting and regeneration of the natural landscape will 
cease.  
 
Those people who are looking for an alternative lifestyle are a valuable resource to the landscape as most of them 
undertake large scale vegetation plantings, are much needed supporters of Community and Landcare groups and of 
course contribute to the local economy. This should not be ignored. 
 
The cluster of turbines have been removed from the northern end of the development, as I understand due to the 
Department of Environment being concerned about the feeding grounds of the Superb Parrot. The proponent would 
like us to think that they have done us all a favour by doing this, however the breeding, flight and feeding habits of the 
Superb Parrot as well as all other birds in the area are not just limited to this one area. The entire area between 
Boorowa and Yass, and extending east to Rye Park has been identified as a critical area for the Superb Parrot, and 
many thousands of dollars and man-hours have been spent in preserving and developing these habitats. This will all 



have been a waste on a massive scale if the development is approved as birds will be deterred by the structures and 
related infrastructure. 
 
I include in my submission a document relating to the Gullen Range Wind Farm that states that 9 eagles were found 
killed in the first year of operation and a further 3 in the second year of operation, along with details on all other bird 
life found dead. In our area the Superb Parrot will also be added as a casualty. Will it be worth the cost? 
 
I challenge the arguments from supports at the meeting last week who stated wind power is needed to save our Earth 
from carbon emissions. In fact it will take many years for this development to become carbon neutral. Take into 
consideration, the ore etc is mined in Australia, shipped to China, made into steel and fibreglass using coal that has 
been purchased cheaply from Australia, shipped to the country of manufacture and then transported back to 
Australia. All of the components are then trucked to Boorowa along roads that will need major upgrading and 
continuous repair, using many hundreds of litres of fuel. Many kilometres of cable will need to be laid in trenches that 
have been dug into the ground by large machines, roads will be carved into the earth, new electricity poles and lines, 
and a large substation. I was not able to find in the application for approval where all of this mass injection of carbon 
into our atmosphere has been taken into consideration. 
 
Surely you can see that it would be far better for our Earth if the local landholders and landcarers were able to 
continue the great work they are currently doing and plant more trees, preserve and expand the remaining remnant 
vegetation and encourage better ground cover to sequester carbon back into the ground, and prevent dust storms, 
which seemed to be a convenient argument for supports last week.  
 
As a member of the Bango Wind Farm Community Consultation Committee I would also like to support the comment 
from Mr Andrew Winterflood that the CCC meetings have not been a source of consultation with the community. We 
arrive at the meetings and are given an update on the latest progress of the development. There is never any 
consultation with members, and leading up to any changes there is never any public consultation. All consultation 
appears to be between the proponent and the Department of Planning, and changes made accordingly. True public 
consultation has been non-existent, newsletters to the community have been few, and information sessions have 
been in the form of a couple of static displays. There has never been a true public meeting held by the proponent 
where information can be relayed and questions can be answered. The planning of the development and the signing 
up of hosts etc was completed before neighbouring residents and the local communities were notified of the 
proposed industrial development. 
 
To this day the majority of the local communities know very little of the Bango Wind Farm development, and if you 
had taken the time last week to walk the streets of Boorowa, or visited the villages of Kangiara and Rye Park, and 
spoken to people you would have realised this. The majority of those who do know of it have been told by 
organisations such as the Boorowa Landscape Guardians and the Rye Park Action Group, not the proponents. 
 
I would also like to make comment on a couple of the verbal submission given at last week’s meeting as they were 
misleading, and sometimes untrue. It does not sit well with me to make personal criticisms publicly but as these 
comments were made to NSW Commissioners in a public forum then I feel I need to. 
 
Mrs Linda Cavanagh, a host of several wind turbines in the approved Rye Park Wind Farm, led you to believe that she 
has been farming in the area for many years. In fact Mrs Cavanagh and her family live approximately 60kms away in 
the Young area, and her children are also schooled elsewhere. They do not have a residence on the land they own at 
Rye Park. She stated the objectors are a minority, which is untrue, and she would know this if she lived locally. She 
also commented that she would prefer wind turbines than a coal mine. This argument, often cited by turbine hosts, is 
not a consideration as we don’t have coal in the Boorowa area, and most people would put the same effort into 
objecting to a coal mine if one were proposed! Mrs Cavanagh also made the comment that hosts of wind turbines 
would be able to use the money locally for things such as ‘getting mechanics to service their cars’. Surely this is 
clutching at straws, as I am sure they would already be servicing their cars. I feel this comment was a personal attack 
on myself. I live very close to the turbines that are to be built on Mrs Cavanagh’s land, have voiced my concerns about 
the probable impacts of those turbines, and both of my sons are mechanics, with their business being in Boorowa.  



 
I would also like to note that Mrs Cavanagh has a position as Landcare Co-Ordinator for the Boorowa Community 
Landcare Group and her support of wind power development in the Boorowa area may be contradictory to her role in 
seeking and distributing funding for the planting of trees and preservation of Superb Parrots and other endangered 
flora and fauna. We can’t have both. 
 
I also have concerns about comments by Mr Charlie Prell of the Australian Wind Alliance and would like you to 
carefully consider the relevance of his comments to the Bango Wind Farm and the local community. Mr Prell stated 
that he is the host of a development which has recently started construction between Goulburn and Crookwell and for 
a long period of time has had ‘150 local workers’ working on the project. I often drive past his property on my way to 
visit family in Goulburn and work on construction, engaging the 150 workers, would not have been going for any 
longer than 6 months. This project would be a good one for you to visit to see the destruction of the landscape 
needed to erect wind turbines. I am sure Mr Prell would be only too happy to have you visit, and you can then get a 
feel for what this would do to the critical habitat in the Boorowa/Rye Park area.  I also understand Mr Prell does not 
live on his property, and his comment that his position with the Australian Wind Alliance is ‘independent of the 
industry’ should be investigate.  
 
As a farmer I, along with all other farmers in the room last week, took offence to Mr Prell’s derogatory comment 
about the way all farmers run their farms and the implication that the only way they can be successful is to have wind 
turbines, and as for the comment that the money paid to farmers will create a new ‘wool boom’! As you would have 
gathered it was laughable, and brings to question Mr Prells, and the Australian Wind Alliances’ credibility as a 
supporter of farmers. 
 
I again ask you to carefully consider the inadequacy of this application, the lack of community consultation, the gross 
negligence in consideration of the local aboriginal communities past and present, and the considerable impact this 
development will have on the people, landscape, animals and birds in this environment. 
 
The main drivers of wind power development does not appear to be about building alternative sources of electricity 
generation and saving our Earth. This can be done in the cities where the majority of electricity is used by using solar 
panels and building wind turbines in already industrialised areas. As noted by the majority of the supporting speakers 
last week it is all about money. On your inspections of the area you would have noted that most of the properties of 
host landholders have not made much of an effort to increase habitat for wildlife and birds, and this is something I 
have noted on many of the wind farm developments around the country. Lack of trees and groundcover  is what 
causes dust storms such as the one noted by supporters last week.  The building of wind turbines gives them an 
excuse never to plant trees in the future as they will not be permitted to. 
 
Thank you again for your time. 
 
Jayne Apps 
“Monwonga’ 

 Plains Road 
RYE PARK  NSW  2586 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




