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Introduction

This document responds to the slope and vegetation matters raised by RFS.

Blackash have not provided evidence of their field work for slope and vegetation. The
proponent undertook hundreds of documented hours and inderpendant surveys.

The RFS came to the site with the Applicant and myself in August 2015. They saw the
slope gradients first hand and agreed to our position. There was doubt. Thus their

current position is not supportable and or explainable.

The applicant engaged two independent bushfire experts to review slope and vegetation
position. They agreed that these were correct.
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Bushfire Issue No 1

The RFS states that slopes are in excess of 18 degrees within the APZ and as
a result the vegetation can not be managed

Response:

This is incorrect. The following pages (8-32) provide detailed slope analysis from survey captured
data of each of the 24 Transects. It shows;

e The registered surveyors Long Sections

e The vegetation formation type

e The location of the APZ

e A photo of areas that are 18 degrees or higher, typically this is either a short sandstone
ledge or a short escarpment.

Note: An explanatory page to explain how the information has been portrayed is provided.



Bushfire Issue No 2

The vegetation within the hazard is all forest

Response:

The vegetation has been mapped extensively by Travers bushfire & ecology and checked by Eco
Logical Australia and the predominate vegetation using PBP methodology is tall heath.

Despite that we used forest to assess the bushfire attack as a precautionary measure to remove
any concerns regarding the predominate vegetation classification and to add robostness to the use
of the data.



Bushfire Issue No 3

Transgrid vegetation creates a bushfire congestion point which can cause
denial to safe evacuation

Response:

Any roadside vegetation management can be dealt with at DA stage in serveral ways e.qg:

- Agreement with Transgrid and that legal agreement converted into our extensive Fuel Mangement Plan;

- A Neighbourhood Safer Place (NSP) can be built on site as shown in purple hatching below. This site is based

on the RFS methodology to determine the NSP (and as explained in our bushfire report April 2017). A NSP
offers an above PBP standard bushfire evacuation response for subdivsions.
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