_AUSCRIPT

FAST PRECISE SECURE

AUSCRIPT AUSTRALASIA PTY LIMITED

ACN 110 028 825

T: 1800 AUSCRIPT (1800 287 274)
E: clientservices@auscript.com.au
W: www.auscript.com.au

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

O/N H-900472

NEW SOUTH WALES

INDEPENDENT PLANNING COMMISSION

RECORD OF MEETING

PROF MARY O’KANE, Chair
MR ANDREW HUTTON
MR TONY PEARSON

RIX'S CREEK CONTINUATION HEARING

LOCATION: CHARBONNIER HOTEL
44 MAITLAND ROAD
SINGLETON, NEW SOUTH WALES

DATE: 11.30 AM, WEDNESDAY, 6 JUNE 2018

.RIX'S CREEK 6.6.18R1 P-1
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

PROF O'’KANE: Okay. Good morning. Before we lediwould like to welcome
and acknowledge the traditional owners of the lamdvhich we meet, the Wonnarua
People, and pay my respects to their elders paspasent, and to elders of other
communities who may be here today.

Welcome to this public hearing on the developmenplieation from Bloomfield
Collieries Proprietary Limited, the applicant, wiscsseeking to extend open cut
mining at Rix’s Creek Mine until approximately 203&o that's a further 19 years —
to enable the production of an additional 25 milltonnes of product coal. Itis
understood the proposal will generally utilise éxésting infrastructure.

My name is Mary O’Kane. I'm the chair of the Inéglent Planning Commission,
as of course it's now known since 1 March, whdmaidl some changes; and I'm also
the chair of this particular panel, and this pama$ appointed to review this
proposal. Joining me are my fellow Commissionensitkw Hutton and Tony
Pearson; you will see us better when | move thdiym a bit later.

We are supported by David Mooney, Robert Bisleyherg’s Robert? He’s down

the back. And he’s the one you need to talk y@if — about any arrangements — and
Anna Summerhayes, who's here in the front, fromGbenmission Secretariat.

We're also supported by Katherine Richardson — Rathardson — SC and Kate
Lindeman, who are here, who are here to assisTtimemission in directing hearing
as counsel assisting.

Before | continue, | should state, all appointean@ussioners must make an annual
declaration of interest identifying potential coci$ with their appointed role. For
the record, we are unaware of any actual or peederonflicts in relation to our
review of this development application. Furthdormation is available on our
website. You can find additional information oe tivay we manage conflicts in our
policy paper on the matter, which is also availairiehe Commission website.

In the interests of openness and transparencyy’tobaaring is being recorded, and
a full transcript will be produced and made avddain the Commission’s website.
And in that regard, can | ask speakers to state yaone and affiliation at the start of
your — when you speak, so that that gets recorgprbariately on the transcript.

I will now turn to hearing purpose and effect. Wfe here today because the
Minister for Planning has requested a review artdipinearing of the Rix's Creek
Mine expansion project. This request was made ruhgeformer section 23D of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. InMivéster’s request for this
review, he has asked the Commission to:

(1) Carry out a review of the Rix’s Creek coal max¢ension project, by:

(@) considering the Environmental Impact Statenienthe
development, the issues raised in submissionseiponse to
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submissions, any other information provided conicey the
development by the applicant, and any informatimvigled during
the course of the review or as part of the pubéearng;

(b) considering the likely economic, environmeatad social impacts
of the development in the locality, the region, #relState;

(c) assessing the merits of the development ao&ewmaving regard
to all relevant New South Wales government poliares
guidelines; and

(d) providing recommendation on any additional @aable and
feasible measures that could be implemented taawunimise,
and/or manage the potential impacts of the deveém

(2) To hold a public hearing during the review a® as practicable after
the Department of Planning and Environment providegreliminary
assessment report to the Commission; and

(3) Submit its final report on the review to thep@ement of Planning and
Environment within 12 weeks of receiving the Daparit’s preliminary
assessment report, unless otherwise agreed witBebestary of the
Department.

So, in accordance with the Minister’'s request, Walaearing will serve as the public
hearing for the review. Public hearings of thituna provide you, the community
and interested parties, with a valuable opportuityarticipate in the review of the
proposed development. This will be of great aasist to our project review, and we
thank you for being here today and for your comuitiitns.

In accordance with the Environmental Planning asdessment Act, holding this
hearing means that no appeal may be brought umdsiot 8.3 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act in respieg future decision made by
the Commission as consent authority in relatioRitds Creek coal mine extension
project. Findings and recommendations of this pamneview must be considered
before the project is determined. For more infdarama again, please visit our
website, and go to the part where we’ve publishedoublic hearing guidelines.

So, a little bit about us. What is the Independdahning Commission, and what
role do we play in this review? The IndependeahRing Commission of New
South Wales — the IPC — it doesn't roll off thedaa like “PAC”, but still — the IPC
was established by the New South Wales GovernnrefitMarch 2018 as an
independent statutory body. The Commission playisrgortant role in
strengthening transparency and independence idettision-making processes for
major development and land use planning in NewStdles.
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The key functions of the Commission include — aad gee section 2.9 of the Act —
to determine State significant development appbcat conduct public hearings
when requested to do so by the Minister or the Bregydney Commission; to
provide independent advice on planning and devedopirmatters when requested by
the Minister for Planning or the Planning Secretary

The Commission is the designated consent authort@tate significant
development applications where there are more 2bgpublic objections, or
reportable political donations by the applicantpbjections by the relevant local
council. The Commission is the consent authoatytifie Rix’s Creek Mine
expansion project because of more than 25 pubjectbns that have been received
to the project, and the applicant has made regertadditical donations.

So where are we in the process? The public hearioge part of the review the
Commission is carrying out in response to the Maris request. The Commission
has already undertaken a number of steps in thiswe On 10 May 2018, the
Commission received the Department of PlanningEemdronment’s assessment
report. This report is available on the Departriisantbsite. The Department has
also received a number of written submissions lgttign to the Rix’s Creek Mine
expansion project Environmental Impact Statemehichvthe Commissioners have
reviewed. These written submissions are availablthe department’s website also.

On 25 May 2018, the Commission met with the repriegives of the applicant in
Sydney. A summary of what occurred at this medasraso available, this time on
the Commission’s website. On 25 May 2018, the Casion was briefed by the
Department. A summary of what occurred at thistinges available on the
Commission’s website also.

On 4 June 2018, the Commission carried out arssgeiction at Rix’s Creek site,
including looking at the heritage coke ovens pa#gdagsiting the lookouts on the
south-western dump, to view into the mine andatgisern neighbours; to visit the
lookouts to the north-western dump, to view thetmmn for the proposed out-of-pit
dumps, and to view the resource area to be min#tkiproject; visiting the northern
dump area rehabilitation sites, and the coal lapdiea and rail loop. The applicant
and the following representatives of the local camity groups attended as
observers at the site inspection: Wendy Bowmam fthe Hunter Communities
Network; Michelle Higgins, from the Rix’s Creek @munity Consultative
Committee, the CCC; and Wendy Wales, from DAMS HE® Denman Aberdeen
Muswellbrook Scone Healthy Environment Group.

A summary of the questions asked and the answees git the site inspection will
be added to our website by the end of the weele afiplicant also produced more
material that was sent to the Commission just tidalf ahead of the site visit; and
that material is also going up on our website, glaith further material that the
applicant provided at the site visit and subseqteeiit
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At today’s hearing — sorry, there’s one more biehdorgot. So also on 4 June
2018, the Commission met with Singleton Councitd aotes of this meeting will
also be available on the Commission’s website byetid of the week.

After today’s hearing, we may convene with releva@akeholders if clarification or
additional information is required on matters rdis®ecords of all meetings will be
published on the Commission’s website.

Now to written submissions from here on in. Ther@assion will continue to
accept written submissions or comments until 5 privW@dnesday, 13 June 2018.
Anyone can send written submissions or commentise@ommission before that
time. You can do so by sending your submissiorsoarments to the Commission
by email — and the email address — and we canigigg/ou later, but here it is: it's
ipcn@ipcn.nsw.gov.au — or by post, to the IndepehBé&anning Commission, level
3, 201 Elizabeth Street, Sydney, New South Wal&€20

So next steps: following today’s hearing, we willdeavour to complete our review
as soon as possible. However, there may be déhaysfind a need for additional
information. We will then finalise a report comteig our findings and
recommendations. This report will be providedhe Department of Planning and
Environment in according with the Minister’s reque$he report will also be
published on the Commission’s website and the NeuttSWales planning portal.

So now I'm going to move to the ground rules fatap. And what I'm going to say
is a summary of the public hearing guidelines, Wwtdge now on our website —
relatively new addition to the website; do haveak at them. So before we hear
from our first registered speaker, | would likdag out these ground rules that we
expect everyone taking part in today’s hearingtmiv.

First, today’s hearing is not a debate. Our paniéhot take questions from the
floor, and no interjections are allowed. Our agd provide maximum opportunity
for people to speak and be heard by the panelséoe people, public hearing is an
ordeal; and though you may not always agree wieinyghing you hear today, each
speaker has the right to be treated with respett@be heard in silence.

Today’s focus is public consultation. Our pandiase to listen, not to comment.
Counsel assisting, and occasionally we Commisssomeay ask questions for
clarification. It will be most beneficial to theview if your presentation is focused
on the issues of concern to you.

It is important that everyone registered to spegkives a fair share of time. Ms
Richardson, on my behalf, will enforce the speakinges that were nominated, in
this instance, by each speaker. As chair, howeveserve the right to allow
additional time for provision of further technicahterials. A warning bell will
sound — one minute, right? Right — one minute teefioe speaker’s allotted time is
up, and again when it runs out. Please respese e limits.
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Though we will strive to stick to our schedule tpdspeakers sometimes don’t show
up, or decide not to speak. If you know if somewiienot be attending, please
advise either David Mooney, here in the front, obBrt Bisley, down in the back. If
you would like to project something on the scrgdease give it to David or to
Robert before you make your presentation. If yaveha copy of your presentation,
it would be appreciated if you could provide a copyhe Secretariat after you
speak.

And please note that any information given to uy imamade public. The
Commission’s privacy statement governs our appré@agiour information. If you
would like a copy of our privacy statement, you oétain one from the Secretariat
or from our website.

Today’s hearing, as | said, will be recorded by @Gossion staff and our supporters,
and then it will be transcribed; and that transtonill be made available on the
Commission’s website. However, other recordinghaf hearing is not allowed. |
request that everyone present please turn theirgzhto silent. | note that we will
probably take a short break, of around 15 minaesnd 12.30, but when there’s a
natural break in the — in between speakers. AndInwill pass over to counsel
assisting, who is assisting, as | said, with thedcet of the hearing. Ms Richardson.

MS K. RICHARDSON SC: Thank you, Professor O’KaWge have an order of
speakers today. The first speaker today will beryGaailey, from the Bloomfield
Colliery. If he would like to come forward to thectern.

MR M. MOONEY: Sorry, folks. Won't be a sec.

MR G. BAILEY: My name is Garry Bailey. I'm theegeral manager of Mining
Development at Bloomfield, and I've been in andwlibe Rix’s Creek mine site
since 1991. Rix’s Creek has been operating sif8@.1 The Bloomfield group is
seeking approval to continue mining at Rix’s Craakther 21 years. In this period
we see all the open cut resource mined out ofdgagel. There’s about 25 million
tons of saleable coal left. The project seeks@m@rto place overburden in an area
currently outside the mining lease, which will pide/benefits of lower visibility,
lower dump elevations, reduced noise levels andaorga air quality.

The progression of mining away from Singleton, vishie designed to minimise and
mitigate environmental health social impacts, dredtimely rehabilitation following
minings allow pasture establishment, active caftézing land use as per the current
practice, and to keep our footprint airborne dwustml

There has been some changes to the project sirtob&d@015 when the EIS was
submitted. The first one was the purchase of Rbrsek North, formerly Integra
Open Cut Mine, in December 2015. This allowedaa#y introduction of noise-
suppressed mobile plant to Rix’s Creek, becaughalplant at Rix’'s Creek North
was noise suppressed. It allowed a reductiondmiaximum yearly product of .....
being sought and four and a half to 3.6 millionstof Run of Mine coal a year, and
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therefore a reduction in impacts. Removal of #uirement for the construction of
the Rix’s Creek rail loop, which is — was approwedier the current consent, and its
associated impacts, and a better integration dinlaélandform and adjoining sites.

There was no change to the mining and overburdefacement areas other than a
removal of mining from the Stonequarry Gully and #ssociated creek diversion for
that. A consent order was determined through dredland Environment Court in
August 2017. This clarified the environmental asseent are for the continuation
project. The project biodiversity offset requirerntseagreed upon with the Office of
Environment and Heritage. This plan shows theinaation mining project. The
green area is the area that’s in the current aphrovhe pink areas are where the
mining will be carried out under this consent. fE®a small area left to the north
inside our current approval area that we minede Vidst majority of the mining will
be out here in the west pit progressing from thetsto the north, adjacent to the
New England Highway, and the out of pit dump off turrent — this is the current
lease boundary — out here’s where we’re asking igsiom to put an out of pit dump
out of here.

The project footprint will be 21 per cent of whiagtcurrent footprint is. So the key
environmental issues for the project are air gquatibise impacts, lasting impacts,
biodiversity impacts and offsetting arrangemer8arface water catchment and
guality impacts, groundwater impacts, final landicand standard rehabilitation and
social and economic impacts.

For air quality, the impacts from the project reglas it moves further away from the
township of Singleton. The Todoroski Air Sciencesulative impact assessment
or air quality and ..... gas, which included a# gurrounding mines modelled at their
maximum production levels, shows negligible impathe project has minimal
impact on Camberwell Village with the predicted rge to be within any natural
variation in the background levels of the ambienti®nment.

Rix’s Creek utilises best practice predictive mtidglto manage and mitigate dust
impacts by the application of water to roads andkimg area, and ceasing
operations if required to effectively manage aialgy. Noise — the noise sources are
Main Northern railway line, New England Highway...Mines ..... area —the area in
proximity to the mine is inherently noisy and haeb this way for a long time. The
project achievable noise criteria is based on #iistieg noise environment and has
been developed in conjunction with the EPA and piezkby the Department of
Planning and Environment in the approved noise ig@mant plan.

These noise levels are more stringent than théimgisonsent minutes. The
management of the operational noise is by usenoise-predictive model, noise —
suppressed mobile plant, washing plant claddingagiive production scheduling
and uses people in the field evening and night¢asure the actual noise in Rix’s
Creek and to have the production areas adjusteatdiogly. So, in this plan, you

can see this is the mine. The white spot — detsithe residents around us. We've
got the New England Highway running through theemiifhe Main Northern
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railway line runs out here on the eastern boundamyd the purpley-coloured clouds
are what the weather conditions are saying thegelmeanoise enhancement. So it’s
these areas around our local residences where wadmeasure the noise first up
for the night.

Additionally, the mine runs very similar predictiw@delling for blasting to make
sure that our blasting impacts are managed as Wak. — biodiversity. The project
will require 5808 offset credits agreed by theadfof Environment and Heritage
under the Biodiversity Assessment framework. Ttigeod strategy we have in place
is the purchase of biodiversity offset propertiethwhe intention to convert to
stewardship sites, and contracts have been excthamgevo Upper Hunter
properties. There will also be some direct paynietite biodiversity trust fund to
ensure all the affected vegetation types are offset

Surface and groundwater: the water needs forrbjeqt can be satisfied by water
sourced and recycled on the site. Surface wa&et's Creek Mine has been mining
in the head reaches of Rix’s Creek since 1990 Caatl Man’s Gully since 1994,
without damaging either water course. The projelttresult in a 2 per cent
catchment loss for Rix’s Creek and Dead Man’s Gullyne concerns raised by
downstream landowners regarding cattle drinkingewhave been resolved by
expert review of previous analysis confirmed byergdesting and the EPA has
passed their eye over that analysis and are hajtpytive way it was done.

Groundwater: there’s no disturbance or impaclltovel aquifers. There’s no
groundwater-dependent ecosystems identified, andribundwater impact is
confined project area in the highly saline Perntaal measures. They're the only
aquifers on site. So final landform and rehalibia This is the plan that's in the
EIS. See the green area shows all the areas ¢éhaghabilitated. Final void — in
here — the land — there will be 140 hectares @il fwoid, which we can'’t get drained
back into the ..... Dead Man’s Gully running thgbithere, Rix’s Creek running
through there ..... water diversion around that lid€tares.

So through the process, changes have been maue ¢arrent approved final
landform ..... integrated into the surrounding natliandscape. We have areas down
here that are offset areas for the McDougalls BassirPark. These darker shadings
are trees over pasture, and in the lighter arepasttire. It's all designed to give us
..... agricultural use for grazing, but also wiiMe habitat in there.

The current approval allows for two final void$ietoptimised project mine plan
achieves this one final void only. There will be remaining high walls. That will
take care of any public safety concerns, and amnaxi 18 degrees slope will allow
successful rehabilitation and cattle grazing.

Rehabilitation: monitoring of the rehabilitateeshdathrough landscape function
analysis shows the established pasture with suocedgrowth providing
sustainable grazing equivalent to or better thanined land. The Bloomfield
Group is a significant local landholder and hagsted interest in producing an end
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of mine landform that is consistent with and comgnts the long-term use of the
area. Because of its proximity to Singleton towpsthe Bloomfield group will
continue to work with the Singleton Council towards order final land use
opportunities. And we have been ..... any of toall government plans for
Singleton Council to show our interest in that.

Social and Economic Impact: there’s 130 fulltinmepdoyees on the site and there
could be a generation of another 87 jobs. Ovegre8xent reside in Singleton, and
then the vast other majority of our workforce betweéaitland and Muswellbrook.
Of the 120 new employees that have been started st Creek when we put it back
into operation, this included many mine workers vilawe previously lost their jobs
at Integra and Drayton Mines. Revenue from thé kijued coal resource — the
majority of the coal onsite can be sold as cokio@ e provides substantial
economic benefits to the local area and the st&te.have an in-principle agreement
with Singleton Council for payment of the voluntghanning agreement
contributions into the Singleton Council EconomieMelopment Fund, which
Singleton Council are only newly forming now. TBomfield Foundation
continues to tribute to local charities, commuiiégilities, and local junior sport.

So, in summary, the project is a continuation ef¢hrrent mine that has been
operating for the past 29 years — next year wilbbe30" birthday. The project has
been designed to minimise and mitigate any potieeti@ronment/health/amenity
impacts. The operation is moving away from Sir@iet There’s no impact on
viticulture, equine or agricultural industries.ofect has been assessed by
Department of Planning and Environment to provigegbenefit, and the public
interest is approvable.

And the aerial shot — see there — gives a goodation of — this is the limit of the
rehabilitation, so everything above there is relitakion, in our west pit; this is the
natural ground. We have Rix’s Creek running thtotltge middle of the resource.
So the mining that will happen in future, out betwénere and the New England
Highway; and the rehabilitation will be continudbe planned to seamlessly move
into the existing landform. And that's — preseiatat

MS RICHARDSON: Mr Baliley, | just have a few quesis for you - - -

MR BAILEY: Yes.

MS RICHARDSON: - --if I may. Is my voice beiqgojected down there? No.
It's now being projected. Just an administratiuestion, first of all: would you be
able to provide the Secretariat with a copy of faterPoint, so that that can be
incorporated as part of the transcript that’s medglable on the website, so people
can have access to that?

MR BAILEY: David's already got it there.
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MS RICHARDSON: Thank you very much. 1 just haeouple of questions for

MR BAILEY: Yes?

MS RICHARDSON: - - -you, if | may. In relatido the potential for noise
impacts from the proposed project, are you abfgve the Commissioner some
information about what noise mitigations you seéeiag feasible to take as part of
the proposal to adopt achievable noise criteritherproject?

MR BAILEY: Yes, we're actually in front of the migation measures that were put
in the EIS. In the EIS, the noise mitigation measwere all new plant — mobile
plant that came on site was going to be noise-agspd. Well, that schedule has
become considerably forward, because we've gdhalexcess plant out at Rix’s
Creek North. And | should explain, when we put’'R&reek North to work, we'’re
only working it at half the capacity it was befor8o we’ve got half of the machines
from there we can use at Rix’s Creek South.

We're currently constructing the two cladding wailsthe coal preparation plant,
which we gave an undertaking to do; that contnastbeen let. The main mitigation
measure is us actively managing the noise. Agl| s& have people out in the field
every night, and they measure the noise to a TARRt TARP is around — if the
noise level is getting within two dB of what ouvés is, then we will take action to
make sure it doesn’t go over it.

We've been — whilst we're still under the 1995 depeconsent, which are design
goals, we’ve been running to these levels thatrgotailking about now since last
year, when the EPA licence, with the co-joinindRiX’s Creek North and Rix’s

Creek South into one EPL, that is now licenseti@sé levels, there has been no —in
all the monitoring that has been done for our cofjgbere has been no noise levels
that have gone over those consent levels. So weiseconfident that we can adhere
to those levels. And we basically have been sk@del. We — under a consent, you
know, you take into account what the weather cootmight be. But the way we
operate it, it doesn’t matter whether it's inversar noise enhancement; if it's
getting to our TARP levels, then we will change stimmg.

MS RICHARDSON: And can you tell the hearing abatiat work Bloomfield has
done in terms of considering cumulative impactfiwibise.

MR BAILEY: Yes, the —and because it's — it iBexry complex noise environment,
we’ve found what far the best way is to have owpbe out in the field. To go with
continuous monitors out in the field, all they daet a continuum; they can't tell
where the noise is coming from. But you get ouhmfield, you can actually tell
where the noise is coming from. And it changedifférent times of the day. A lot
of the time, that noise from the New England Higigathe largest noise source.
You get high noise but intermediate coming fromttiaéns on the track. But that’s
the — that's by far the best ways, to be out there.
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And the predictive modelling that we use is — fiinste it has been used in the valley
— it has been developed for us by Todoroski AieSces, with Alex Todoroski and
Nigel Holmes. It's actually a 3D predictive weatheodel going to the noise. So it
—and we been running since 2014. All the resuéiseed back into them to make
sure we can calibrate it, and that has been wonlaatly well.

MS RICHARDSON: | was moving on to another topinJess Commissioners have
guestions about noise specifically.

PROF O’KANE: | have one question. Does the nawelel break the sources
apart? Does it predict by source, or does itpustlict by a noise profile in globo?

MR BAILEY: Well, where we are up to now is, theise model has got a second
level to it. Alex has been able to actually baekcualate. So what we get each
morning is, at 6 o’clock, we will get a readoutvdiat it's predicted to be every half-
hour for the next 24 hours. One of those will shvalnere the enhancement will be;
the other one will actually show which areas oftiae that enhancement would
come from. And that’s where we direct — we migavdato shut that plant down.
And the weather is changeable. We will find, tiglothe night, that that
enhancement might change two or three times, beaaubke way the weather
patterns are.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: | just wanted to move now to tbeit of the proposed out-of-
pit dump, and ask you a few questions about thamay. Was consideration given
to a dump to the south of pit 3, which would betprous with the mining resource
area?\

MR BAILEY: The current pit limit for the dump dhe south pit 3 is actually the
limit that was put on the current consent. Theagisarea down there of class 2
agricultural land, that we — that our current dugops down to the edge of that,
doesn’t go any further. And the other issue wlidtt iis that it's not doing anything
for our neighbours. Dumping down there is movimg hoise and dust source closer
to our neighbours. By going over the ridge and the land to the west, there’s —
we’re moving away from the vast majority of ourgigiours.

MS RICHARDSON: s it the case that the site & ffroposed out-of-pit dump
would require clearing of an area that is currentiyninated as an EEC, in terms of
biodiversity? Is that correct?

MR BAILEY: Yes, in that that — 213 hectares gl 4 part of that is the mine; part
of that's the dump. But that project has all beent off to Canberra, and we’ve got
the licence for that. And post that being gransaedhen the federals listed that
community.
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MS RICHARDSON: One - | just want to ask, what siderations were given to
minimising the volume of waste material that wondskd to be put into the out-of-pit
dump, as opposed to, for example, backfilling ef thining area? We're just
interested to hear.

MR BAILEY: Yes, we do intend to backfill the mimg area. There’s a minings
option study in the EIS. And we had to do a lotofk on the life-of-mine plan to
actually find areas for the overburden that we a@amvith the least impact to the
community by way of noise and dust. The Rix’s @rezsource is a big syncline.
So on our western — eastern side — sorry — it'siatee in six; but down on the
western boundary, it's about one in one and a Hadf.it's quite steep.

It doesn’t really present safety issues mininpéicause we can do it in flat level
lifts. But when we come to dump the dirt back iiitave can’t safely do it until that
resource — that strip of resource is extractethallay to the bottom of the syncline.
If we put it in before that, it will just tumble dm on top of the mine. So that
geological anomaly of how the resource is what gov&ow we can, geotechnically
competently, put the overburden back in.

We are — we have orientated the mine to maximisethount of overburden that
will go back into the pit. But because there’saamount, and it's, you know, about
20 million BCMs have got to go out of the pit fitstmake it safe to do it — that’s the
20 million BCM that’'s going to go out into that wes boundary.

MS RICHARDSON: So one of my — it's a related gies— is, has Bloomfield
considered changing the orientation of the progoésise mining to avoid having the
size of the final void that's currently proposed.

MR BAILEY: Yes, the mine plan as presented isfifie of all the options we

came up with, and that minimises that void. Arelwork we’ve put into it is to take
away any public safety issues. So what we’re gstonis, under our current
consent, we’ve got permission to have two voidslliog 120 hectares. We've been
able to design that in to have one final void dd h&ctares. And when we looked
around the valley at what is consented arounddliey; you’ve got final voids up at
Mount Arthur North of 1500 hectares. Warkwort®@9 hectares. We believe what
we’ve come up with Rix’s Creek is a really goodules

MS RICHARDSON: So are you saying that five optiavere considered and this
option is the one that leads to the smallest fioad?

MR BAILEY: Yes.

MS RICHARDSON: Because one of my questions abmt in terms of the
options that - - -

MR BAILEY: Well, the other option is not to mirike resource.
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MS RICHARDSON: So is the final size of the voidven by optimising mining
planning? Or you say that it is an outcome — th@ng planning has been designed
to produce the smallest final void?

MR BAILEY: It's an outcome of the shape of thepdsit, as where we’re at at this
point in time, we've got a pretty — one of the lesgstrike lengths, between the New
— because the other problem that Rix’s Creek hasme design is, the New England
Highway runs directly through the middle of thedea So with that New England
Highway running on its north-west orientation, ahe western outcrop of that coal
basically heading north on the western side, ageteip into the last five or six
years, we will be very constrained up in that nemthboundary. And physically, all
the dirt will have to come out of here before wa pat dirt back in, and that dirt will
come — during this options process, we've changgedéquence of mining to remine
— that remainder of coal resource that we've gahénorthern side — that will be the
last coal we mine, and that's what we will use takenthose 18-degree rehab batter.

In the — actually, work — right at this point im&, 60 per cent of the resource that's
left at Rix’s Creek is in those steep areas. Sthbytime we get to about 2026, 100
per cent of the resource that is left is in thdsesreserves. And the only way to
safely mine that is, we have to take all the coall the top coal in the resource out
till we get to the floor, and then we can bring dwerburden back in to form the final
landform.

MS RICHARDSON: And as — part of the options mdidglthat was done was
consideration given in relation to rehandling cf thaterials to avoid impacts on the
void?

MR BAILEY: We have had a look at that. If thatidavas to be built to be self-
draining, the 60 million bank cubic metres of thatemial have to be actually re-
mined from areas that have already been rehabiiitalhey would have to be re-
mined — put in there. So at maximum productiorlgvthat's about four years
work, but at the — because the mine schedule has ah maximum production in it,
but the last 10 years production level actuallysdager off because of the physical
issues with mining in that constrained area. Asthproduction levels, we would be
mining probably another 12 years of going back téindling dirt — just
environmentally and economically the project wottldtand up.

MS RICHARDSON: In relation to the final landformvas — has any consideration
been given to regional planning strategies sudhesynoptic plan in terms of - - -

MR BAILEY: Well, currently the synoptic plan i©9%/ears out of date. Now, the
mine — we’re an active part of Upper Hunter minitiglogue and we’re trying very
hard, actually, to get the department, Premier@aioinet and — planning to come up
with new regional synoptic plan. And we — in oigadission with the council — you
know, we’ve said to Singleton Council, towards htesst years of the mine, you
know, we would be open to any submissions that thiggt have as to what we
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might do with that final void. So that is an atkat actually, across the valley, needs
work on it.

MS RICHARDSON: Because that plan is currentlynigaieviewed by the
Premier’'s department; is that your understanding?

MR BAILEY: We hope so. The — | know everyonelie Upper Hunter mining
dialogue is trying very hard to push towards todtdappen, but it's very slow.

MS RICHARDSON: And has Bloomfield had consultatiwith the local
community about its views about the final landform?

MR BAILEY: Mostly through the CCC — the CommuniBonsultant Committee.
And we — our communication — we’ve had a fair liceommunication with the

locals just around us — not — it's — any commumicatve might have with the town
itself, we go through Singleton Council or do a Inoait to everyone in Singleton.
But the individual landholders that are aroundwesdo talk to and, you know —
everyone is ..... started life back in 1989 whergakthere. It started life as grazing
land. We’'ve been concentrating on putting it becgrazing land, because there’s —
you know, there’s an industry around here, and welavlike to — everyone in
Singleton would like that industry to continue bnf because we’re that close to
Singleton itself, as if some higher order of larse that we can get towards the end,
we would be open to looking at that as well.

MS RICHARDSON: In relation to the saline wateatfivould be left in the void, as
opposed — has Bloomfield consideration to whethat water can be treated, either
as operations are ongoing or conclusion of minipgration?

MR BAILEY: So at the conclusion mining, the wayhe level will be quite low,
because we will be mining in there. What — theaplahe final landform plans in the
EIS is what the groundwater assessment ..... bguin. That's 100 years post, and
that comes up to 60 hectares where you're stiltiggaland; 80 hectares if you're
underwater. But what we will have is there willd&nal depression in the north pit
and then the final depression in the west pit. déyression in the north pit, we —
Rix’s Creek can go back through it, but there W#ltwo depression there that have
got a 70 metres difference in height, but, you knesmeone might want to come up
with using that.

And the — what our current plan is — there istielivit of work going on through
Newcastle Uni which we will get in touch with, Idolg at what species are best to
plant in those areas that are going to be inundatgét the best result, quality-wise,
in the soil — sorry, in the water when it's inunethtand that's one thing that we will
be looking heavily at, you know, towards the endhef mine, when that’s going to
happen.

MS RICHARDSON: | just — moving to a different iopl just want to — sorry.
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PROF O'’KANE: Could Ijust —just going to ask ¢tdyou tell me a bit more about
the optimised project mine plan and | would likeutaderstand a little bit more about
what you optimised for.

MR BAILEY: We — well, we optimised it for was teduce the area of out of pit
dump, and to actually reduce the noise and aintyuaipacts. We made sure that
once the design was done and was modelled thrdwgghdise — the way we operate
is to make sure we’ve got a low level dump for nigime, because obviously we will
want to continue operating at night if we can,taysunder our limits. So Rix’s
Creek has got a history. When we started the mid®90, we actually started as
close to Singleton as we could, and we only wortkex 7-hour shifts for the first
five years of the mine. And that all allowed ug&t the mine down and out of pit
dumps up so that we had a night time area to gani,jt was about five years after
we first started we went to three shift production.

We did the same thing in the western pit, as yauitseow. The western pit, when
we opened it up — we worked for three years onlgking daylight hours, and then
we would take all the men back and work in themgit. So what the optimisation
plan continued on that want from us, to have duwipsre we have a daytime and a
night time dump, but those final landforms that barseen by our neighbours —
they’re quite achievable to be done in the daytivith the noise, but you can't be up
there at night.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: There are a number of propertieg are owned by the mine

MR BAILEY: Yes.
MS RICHARDSON: - - - that are affected by dustdlks; is that correct?

MR BAILEY: There’s a— we've got a number of mérghat are inside the
acquisition zone that we’ve purchased over thesyearexcess of 20.

MS RICHARDSON: 1 just —and some of those prapsrhave private dwellings
on them; is that correct?

MR BAILEY: Yes. There’s —we've got over 20 paiee dwellings with people
renting them off us.

MS RICHARDSON: And | just wanted to ask you a sfien about what, if any,
steps are taking on, for example, high dust daygatm people who are living in the
areas that are closely affected on — being mineeowamoperties.

MR BAILEY: Whilst they’re mine-owned propertiethey’re outside our mining
consent area. Our consent — our current consealuygies us having visible dust go
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off the mine site. So all our supervisors, all enavironmental officers, they are very
focused on making sure that that doesn’t happeagam, we use a similar variant to
that noise model.

So we get twenty — we’ve got a couple days notfoghat events — bad dust events
that may be coming, and we will — what we will danaximise the amount of water
we can get out and into the pit, particular onrtfght shifts, to get it wet, ready for
the hot day coming forward, get out there and towal drill areas and things like
that. But if it gets to the point during the dag need to shut down, well, we will
shut down.

MS RICHARDSON: So those are the measures youdvalde, right. So there’s
not been a history of specific notifications to pkeon the area?

MR BAILEY: No, because, when | — our consent sag&e not allowed to have
that dust go off-site, so we make sure that dodsppen. Those people in those
homes — there’s only four of them that have beeretifor less than 10 years, and
two of those were only purchased last year. Wesgote people in those homes that
have been there for — been renting off us for 30g,eyou know. They're quite
happy with — it's — whilst they’re close to the rajrwhat you got to understand is,
they’re looking at air quality, and ..... PM 2tbere’s less at those homes than what
you find in the township. And all the speciati@ports that were done a couple of
years ago showed that that — living in an urbaa do®es generate a lot of the PM
2.5, whereas out in the agricultural areas, itke-air quality is actually — can be
better sometimes.

MS RICHARDSON: | wanted to ask you a questionutibe coke ovens, the old

MR BAILEY: Yes.

MS RICHARDSON: - - - coke ovens, that are onghe. Are you able to tell the
hearing anything about any measures that are Ipeompsed in terms of protecting
the coke ovens, which, | understand, date badkedeite 1800s?

MR BAILEY: Yes, on —there’s over 15 undergroundes on our lease area. So
mining has actually been going on inside that lesisee the 1860s, and in that 1880s
to 1930s area, some of the — obviously, there wasa coal mined that went
straight to — as coal, but a lot of it went throdlgbse coke ovens, and particularly
went out to Cobar. So when we bought that land,anpart of the original 1989
consent, we did a condition survey of them. Welgee a condition survey again
about 10 years ago.

The main thing we’ve done is — there’s a lot oféar there would be hundred year
old trees in some of it. So we’ve taken — the migjof the fallen limbs have been
taken off. There’s — the condition survey saidéhea big risk if we try and do
anything about those trees. So what we do istieaé’s an eight-hectare paddock
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that has been fenced off, and we don’t allow anetigmment in there, because
besides the coke ovens, you've got the remainseo&tided entrances to the three
undergrounds in that eight hectares, as well.

MS RICHARDSON: In relation to blasting impactse ou able to tell us
something about how blasting is managed when iirscclose to the New England
Highway?

MR BAILEY: Yes, what our consent, and our blagtlimits on us is, if we're

going to be blasting within 500 metres of the Newgland Highway, we have to
make sure there’s no traffic on the highway. Rubdifety. That came out of the
original public inquiry, from day 1 at Rix’s CreelSo we have an arrangement with
RMS, where we’ve got qualified people who can pet+ we make application; get
the traffic management authorisation to closeatiitron a particular day; there’s a
large proportion of the Rix’s Creek staff have glbthe appropriate traffic control
gualifications. So we will go out and close thedfic on the New England Highway
during that period of the blast, to make sure thatpublic safety is looked after.

MR T. PEARSON: Could I clarify, once the roadéspened, is the road then
inspected prior to the road reopening?

MR BAILEY: Yes, prior to reopening — we driveptior to reopening as part of the
procedure.

MS RICHARDSON: 1 just want to ask you some otheestions about water. In
relation to the water that would be left in thegased final void, is that all from or
only partly from groundwater interactions, or isith also going to be some surface
water?

MR BAILEY: Well, you've got — inside that 140 h@ces, any rainfall that falls in
there will be captured; it won't get out. Solidkctually charge the groundwater
back in there, but — and the only groundwater soure’'ve got is in those coal
measures. So most of those coal measures wilbibe, dput you'll still have coal
under the highway, through there. So it will beoabination, but it will be saline.

MS RICHARDSON: Is there any potential for badkfify the void to above the
predicted post-mining groundwater level, so asittmise interactions between the
void water and surrounding groundwater?

MR BAILEY: We haven't looked at that. That woube a variation of that 60
million bank cubic metres to fill it, so it wouldekhalf, or something like that —
would require that. And, really, that is 20 yeavgy. There may well be quite a
decent use for that saline water. While | says#iline is, it's not at the level of
saline that you find in the ocean. So there’'saits of intensive agricultural
practices that people are looking for a home fecduse the general public don’t
want them next to their place, and it may be thalebe some use for that in that
area.
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MS RICHARDSON: Those were the questions | hadH@ speaker, unless the
Commissioners - - -

PROF O'’KANE: No.

MS RICHARDSON: - - - have anything else.
PROF O’KANE: Anything else?

MR A. HUTTON: No, that's everything.
PROF O’KANE: You right?

MR PEARSON: I just would mind understanding, witle five options that you
looked at earlier, just at a high level, if you kbautline the other options that you
considered.

MR BAILEY: So —yes. The other options — we ledkat the changing sequence,
like, just actually going to the northern end aratking back down. We actually
required a larger out-of-pit dump area for thab € that, because there was
nowhere actually in the pit. But at the moment,hage got some area in the pit to
put dirt back in.

We looked at the different orientations. We look¢dvhether we would mine all
that flat coal first, and then — but we can’t dattfor safety reasons, because the
steep holes would slide downhill. And again, thation was going to have a bigger
out-of-pit dump, because we still had to get alih&f dirt out. The option we came
back to in the end was a combination of mining amxture of steep and flat at the
same time, so that we were always generating somg doom in the pit, to
maximise what we can get back in the pit.

MS RICHARDSON: | note the time, Professor McKang.now a convenient time
to have that short break for lunch?

PROF O'’KANE: Sure, | think that's a good timeo ®hy don’t we break for 15
minutes, and we will all be back here at 12.45arikhyou.

MR BAILEY: Thank you.

PROF O'’KANE: Thank you.

ADJOURNED [12.30 pm]
RESUMED [12.49 pm]
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PROF O'KANE: Okay. Ladies and gentlemen, we siifirt again. And again, |
will pass over to counsel assisting to move usoathé next phase.

MS RICHARDSON: The next speaker is Howard Resainfthe Department of
Planning. He has been allocated 20 minutes’ spgakne.

MR H. REED: Good afternoon, Commissioners, couassisting, representatives
of the community and the mine. My name is Howaeg@® I'm a director of
resource assessments in the planning servicesoai$ the Department of Planning
and Environment. I've worked in the Department @sghredecessors since January
2004, and | have been a director of resource asgess in the Department since
March 2015. My team and | have been responsiblaridertaking the Department’s
assessment of the Rix’s Creek continuation of ngimuroject since March 2015.

The Rix’s Creek Mine is an existing open cut mioeated five kilometres north-
west of Singleton. The mine is owned and operbieBloomfield Collieries
Proprietary Limited. Bloomfield is perhaps thetlemaining small, privately
owned coal mining company operating in the Huntalldy. The mine commenced
oppositions in the early 1990s. The mine curreoplgrates under a development
consent granted by the Minister for Planning in8.984ining under this consent is
permitted only until June 2019.

Bloomfield is seeking to expand and continue iteing oppositions at the Rix’s
Creek Mine. Bloomfield is proposing to expand thi@e’s west pit, also referred to
as pit 3, towards the north, and also to continireng an area in the southern part of
the north pit, also referred to as pit 1. Mininguld largely progress towards the
north-west in pit 3, and therefore the predictedjaality, noise and blasting impacts
would decrease for the majority of potentially afél receivers to the south-east in
Singleton and Singleton Heights. This expansionldioecover an additional 25
million tonnes of product coal, and allow the couottion of mining operations until
2038.

The maximum production rate sought is 3.6 millionrtes per annum of run-of-mine
coal, or ROM coal. This high production rate iarpied for a period of five years,
between 2021 and 2025. Following that, ROM coadtpction would drop very
significantly, to between 1.6 million tonnes penam and 0.8 million tonnes per
annum. Prior to that period of peak productioB, illion tonnes per annum of
ROM coal production is proposed. The product ceabvery rate, or saleable coal
recovery rate, is about 60 per cent the ROM coahetion rate.

Bloomfield lodged this application for State sigeéint development in October
2015. The application and EIS were exhibited fdodays in November and
December 2015. The Department received 131 sulimssBom special interest
groups and members of the general public. Of {hessubmissions objected to, and
86 supported, the project. The main issues ramsebjections by special interest
groups and members of the general public relatedr tguality, noise and

biodiversity impacts.
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In June 2016, during the Department’s assessmehedadpplication and EIS, one of
my assessment officers identified potential nond@npes by Bloomfield with its
existing consent. In particular, a significantaacé coal extraction, waste rock
emplacement and other disturbance north of pit Sest pit, was identified as
potentially being unauthorised under the 1995 catns&his matter was then referred
by my assessment team, or by me, to the Departsenithpliance team, for careful
investigation.

As was its right, Bloomfield then proceeded to ledgpartial response to
submissions, or RTS, document, in October 2016weé¥er, due to the unresolved
uncertainty regarding approved versus proposedriisihce areas, which would
affect the scale of the project, versus the extéapproved operations, the
Department requested additional information. Bléeld subsequently lodged an
addendum RTS, in December 2016, but this stillditiresolve the issue of the
approved disturbance area to the Department’'daetitsn. It was agreed by both
Bloomfield and the Department to await the outcarhthe compliance investigation
and any resulting enforcement action. For thadoeaassessment of the project was
essentially put on hold.

The Department then lodged civil proceedings ag@imomfield in the Land and
Environment Court in respect of its compliance stigation. In August 2017, the
Land and Environment Court issued consent ordexdadng that there had been a
breach of the mine’s 1995 development consent. oftiers specified a series of
measures that Bloomfield had to undertake, inclydatiring 2716 ecosystem
credits. It also noted an enforceable undertathag)Bloomfield had agreed to,
under powers resident in the Mining Act 1992, whigdre at that time not available
under the Environmental Planning and Assessmeni3¢9.

Very importantly for the assessment of this projéet court’s consent orders
confirmed for the first time the site’s approvedtdrbance area, and therefore the
scope of the unapproved elements of the new projEee Department then
requested Bloomfield to revise its documentatiartiie development application to
reflect this new and agreed boundary. This revig€8 was then submitted to the
Department in November 2017. This document has tieekey basis for the
Department’s preliminary assessment report.

| will now outline what the department considerbéothe key assessment issues for
this project. Since the mine was first — noiseealy the first of those. Since the
mine was first approved, in 1995 — or at leastState Government approval — in
1995, the residential community of Singleton Hesghthich is located south-east of
the mine, and other nearby communities, have grsigmificantly.

The mine now operates in a noise environment wisislery complex. There are
two essential reasons for this. Firstly, the ulyileg noise environment is partly
rural and partly suburban. Secondly, it is affddig a number of other significant
noise sources apart from Rix’s Creek Mine, inclgdather open cut mines, the Main
Northern railway, and the New England Highway.
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The Rix’s Creek EIS was lodged in 2015, and its@@ssessment was conducted
under the then prevailing Industrial Noise Poli€0Q. Under this policy, project-
specific noise levels, or PSNLs, are calculatecef@ry new project, based on the
more stringent of the project’s noise-intrusivena#gria, which is background
noise environment plus five dBA, or the INP’s gexieise amenity criteria. In this
case, as is usual for coal mines, the intrusivecetesia apply. That is, background
noise environment plus five dBA.

However, Bloomfield advised that it would be unatdeeduce its proposed noise
levels to fully meet the calculated PSNL, particiylauring noise-enhancing
weather conditions. This is essentially a resuthat crowded noise environment
with the suburban areas not being very far awapomfield therefore proposed the
use of what it termed achievable noise criteriactvhwill call ANC. The INP — the
Industrial Noise Policy — in section 8.2 allows fbe application of achievement
noise criteria instead of PSNLs, but only in ciratamces where all reasonable and
feasible noise mitigation measures have already bpplied.

Circumstances where achievable criteria may beegpiclude pre-existing
premises such as Rix’s Creek. In 2012, the EPAogrd the pollution reduction
program, or PRP, on the mine’s environment pratadicense, which required the
implementation of all reasonable and feasible noig&gation measures. Bloomfield
completed all of these measures to the satisfaofitimee EPA except one, which is
the cladding of the mine’s coal handling and prapan plant, or CHPP. Garry
Bailey spoke about that earlier today in termshat tvork — a contract having been
let. However, as Bloomfield had committed to dlae CHPP as part of this
continuation of mining project, the EPA removed BeP from the mine’s EPL in
August 2017.

So there’s no external requirement from the EPAeruly prevailing. It's a matter
of Bloomfield’s commitment to complete that workterms of cladding the CHPP.
The department has recommended that for the AN{ply, cladding of the CHPP
must be undertaken prior to commencement of miomder this project.

Importantly, the use of ANC would result in a sfigant reduction in the mine’s
existing noise criteria, and therefore a benefiogdrovement to existing operational
noise emissions from the mine. The existing noigteria and the 1995 consent
were defined prior to the INPs publication in treay2000. They are based on the
LA10 noise index, which is the noise level exceeftled O per cent of the time. This
index only applies under what is termed neutraltheaconditions.

The INP sets criteria based on the LAeq index thie average noise level over a
period of time, whether it's 15 minutes or an haurwhatever — or a minute,
whatever it might be. In LAeq terms, the existiaise criteria at Rix’s Creek are
equivalent to a range between 42 and 47 dBA. Topgsed ANC would range
between 40 and 42 dBA, which was a substantialatemtu The ANC would also
apply under both neutral and most adverse weatmatittons — ie, the periods in
which noise is most likely to be noises and tortirusive.
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Application of the ANC would require adaptive maaawnt of all operations on site
by Bloomfield. These practices are already implet@e on site in order to reduce
noise emission. However, the department recommesiai®rcing these practices by
applying contemporary standard conditions of conk#moise management on
mines. This would make adaptive management inrdocdavoid breaches of the
mine’s noise emission criteria an enforceable doodi

Turn to air quality. Number of residential recesjeas well as vacant land on which
residences could legally be built, are predicteeperience exceedances of various
particular matter criteria as a result of the prbjen accordance with the
government’s/oluntary Land Acquisition and Mitigation Policy 24 the

department has recommended that these receivetaraditbldings receive
acquisition and/or mitigation rights. Based onalgquisition criteria and the
existing VLAMP, some receivers would be eligible $mluntary acquisition rights.
Receiver R1 has an existing negotiated agreemeinttiaé mine, and the department
recommends the continuation of acquisition rigbtstlfis receiver.

The remaining six eligible receivers noted in th8€R170, R171, R173, R175,
R176 and R177 are currently subject to acquisttigits from other mining
operations which are closer to those residencetbly, the Ashton South East
Open Cut Project and the Rix’s Creek North minée @iepartment has reviewed the
likely contribution of this project towards the culative air quality exceedances at
these receivers. In comparison to other closemmiaperations, the department
considers that the project would have a minor doution that is less than 10 per
cent to annual average cumulative PM10 impacts.

Moreover, if the other nearby mines were not ofegathese receivers would be
unlikely to experience air quality exceedancesas-tas a result of the project
alone. Consequently, the department considers8ibainfield should only be
required to provide acquisition to these receiwemccordance with the VLAMP if
acquisition is not achievable under the consemtthiclose up, more impacting
mining operations. The department considers thaital five receivers or vacant
land holdings, being receiver R1 and four vacamd lparcels, should be afforded
acquisition rights under this consent.

Also, five receivers or vacant land holdings, beieceivers 170 and 171 and three
vacant land parcels, should be afforded acquisiigins under this consent only if
acquisition is not able to be achieved under thesents for other mines, which cause
the greater proportion of overall impacts. Andrfoeceivers, being R173, R175,
R176 and R177, should be afforded air quality ratimn rights as against
acquisition. The location of all receivers is simoon figure 6 in the Department’s
preliminary assessment report. The vacant landiigs are shown on figure 7 of
this report.

In light of the changes in the EPA’s Approved Meth@016, and in anticipation that
the VLAMP will be revised to match these standatids,Department also
considered potential acquisition and mitigatiorhtsgif the 2016 standards were to
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be applied. The result of that is that no addalarceivers would exceed the
reduced annual average PM10 criterion of 25 mienwgr per cubic metre, as against
the current criterion of 30 micrograms per cubidnee That is, there are no
predictions in the EIS or the revised RTS thatlialiween 25 and 30 micrograms per
cubic metre.

There were some exceedances of the annual aveké®)® Eriterion; however,
these properties were already recommended for sitiqui or mitigation based on
the PM10 impacts. That is receivers 170, 173,aw6177. So while there would
be an additional reason that those properties woeildffered acquisition or
mitigation, there would be no additional properaéfected.

Terms of biodiversity, the EIS’s biodiversity assmgnt was prepared under the then
proposed Upper Hunter Strategic Assessment, or UHJASA was a joint

initiative of the New South Wales and Commonwe@tvernments, to improve the
assessment of new or expanded coal mines whichthayeotential to impact on the
biodiversity values in the upper Hunter Valley. Sidinvolved upfront

identification of biodiversity values present withdentified areas, the biodiversity
impacts associated with potential mining activitigthin those areas, and the
development of a coordinated offsetting strategy Would be secured through the
establishment of an Upper Hunter offsets fund.

However, there is continuing uncertainty regardimgfinalisation of the UHSA. At
this stage, there is no likelihood that the UHSA e finalised before determination
of the project. Consequently, the Department agtedmfield to prepare a second
biodiversity assessment, under the Framework fodiBersity Assessment, or FBA,
for offsetting purposes. Bloomfield completed thBA assessment as part of its
revised RTS. As part of this assessment, Blooohfiebposed an offset package for
the 212.8 hectares of proposed additional distudar his clearing would lead to a
requirement for the provision of some 5808 ecosysteedits. Would you like me to

PROF O’KANE: | would be - - -

MS RICHARDSON: Madam - - -

PROF O'’KANE: - - - comfortable with a quick summao the end, of a couple of
minutes.
MS RICHARDSON: - - -1 have seen Mr Reed’s notésgpn’t think he has much

further to go. | would submit he be entitled toigh his thoughts, if that's
acceptable.

PROF O’KANE: | agree with that.

MR REED: Thank you. Bloomfield has proposed ¢hoptions for securing this
offset requirement. The first is paying into treay established Biodiversity
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Conservation Fund. The second is purchasing etmaysredits from the

biodiversity credit market. And the third is sangand establishing its own land-
based offsets. Bloomfield has advised that payitgthe fund is its preferred offset
mechanism, assuming that the market value of crédies not substantially increase.

In the Department’s view, there could be an opputyuor Bloomfield to use a
combination of offset mechanisms. For examplepBifield has identified some
potential land-based offsets; however, these piaterffset sites contain a surplus of
some credit types, and a substantial deficienothers. That is, they are not a good
match to the identified offset requirement.

Bloomfield has also proposed to retire its requivertliversity credits in two stages,
based on its anticipated progression of mininge Department considers that the
two-stage approach that Bloomfield is proposing fm@ycceptable, and has
recommended that any payments into the fund aadigad before any land-clearing
of either of those stages begins under the prajct that any suitable land-based
offsets are at least identified before any lan@uttey of either of those stages begins
under the project, and then finalised within 18 then

The Department has considered a range of othersshuring assessment of the
project, including blasting, water resources, rditaton and final landform, social
impacts, economic viability, Aboriginal and cultbeand historic heritage, transport,
and visual impacts. It does not consider thatadrthese issues are major. It
considers that each of these issues can be maoadedrelatively straightforward
and standard conditions of consent.

Overall, the Department believes that the benefithe project outweigh its costs,
and that the proposed mine plan strikes an ap@i@pbalance between protecting
the environment and local community and realishreggignificant economic benefits
of the project to the region and the State of Newt!s Wales. The Department
considers that Bloomfield has designed the profeatmanner which balances the
recovery of a recognised coal resource of Statefgignce, and minimising the
potential impacts on surrounding landowners, aa$as reasonable and practicable.
Consequently, the Department’s preliminary findiags that the project would be
expected to deliver a net benefit, that it is i@ public interest, and is approvable,
subject to strict conditions.

PROF O'’KANE: Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: 1 just have one question, if | mdjr Reed. Are you able to
tell the Commissioners what assessment or andlysidepartment or officers did in
relation to whether the proposed size of the fumadl is the highest and best use of
the land?

MR REED: Ms Richardson, we certainly did consitteat. | think the first thing |
would say was, there was no readily apparent atemoption. So the Department
has regularly pressed back on final void optionSnad landform options that have
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been identified in other mine proposals. The Doayhine proposal was one; the
Mount Owen mine proposal was another. Mount Ariewanother. But in regard to
this case, there’s no readily apparent alternatpt®n. So, for example, the mine
plan as proposed has eliminated one of the prelyiapproved final voids. That has
been done by an intention to fill both the voidttisan pit 2 and the void that is in pit
1, leaving only one remaining void, in pit 3.

It's important, from the Department’s perspectivgt there are no remaining high
walls. That's not a common outcome with final vemlutions in the Hunter Valley;
often there are some very steep walls left, angd doepresent a public safety risk,
and a geomorphological risk of failure over tint&o the fact that this option avoided
that was also significant.

140 hectares is not a large-size void, as | thiak imdicated earlier. And the
Department also gives careful consideration to whalternatives are. So the final
void, as groundwater rises first to the floor dadtthioid and then above, in a — and
eventually forms an equilibrium, an equilibrium tigthe result of rainfall and
groundwater flow and evaporation — so eventualby got to a highest point, where
the evaporation matches the inflows — and a mime ke that acts as a sink for
groundwater. That is, there’s a continuing flowbat an evaporation from the
surface.

And the result of that is that there’s a continaération of saline groundwater
towards the void. And the benefit of that is thaline groundwater is not moving
elsewhere on the site or off the site. Therehergefit associated in having a
groundwater sink within a final void. So even #ifHill a void impacts on that flux
between evaporation and inflows and rainfall. Amd could fill a void to the half
level, and be above the groundwater level, onlnid that groundwater level kept
rising, and daylighted again, because there’s ap@nation in that state of flux.

So, overall, | think, with an 80-hectare final vdédke — that’s not the day the mining
concludes, but an eventual final void lake of 86thees, which is small compared
with some — it's .8 of a square kilometres — witBOahectare catchment draining into
that, that is useful for grazing or biodiversity magement purposes, as against being
a steep-sided rock wall; and certainty regardimgiterm groundwater
management; the — and the overall constraintsen$ite, given the proximity of the
New England Highway — the Department found it tatsund proposal, and | don’t
know how | could change that to improve it.

PROF O'’KANE: Any questions?

MR PEARSON: Just one. When you mentioned, urdghen you were talking
about air quality, you mentioned that certain pevesidences were being afforded
acquisition rights that also had acquisition rigingilable to them from nearby
mines, but only where the acquisition was not acbée by virtue of the discussions
with those other mines. But could you just exphiittle bit more about what you
mean by “achievable” in that situation.
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MR REED: 1think that's a very good question, dhd reason it's a good question
is because one of those projects, being the s@agh-eAshton South East Open Cut
Project — has been approved, but not yet commenthld.other one is the Rix’s
Creek North project, which is also owned by Bloaidi So I think in regard to
receivers that are mentioned under the Rix’s CN@ith consent, the question is a
little academic, because whether acquisition isyenl under either consent it will be
Bloomfield Coal — or Collieries that will be payimgthe end, so | don’t think that
there’s a lot to see there.

But in regard to the Ashton South East Open CugeRtoit's an important question.
And the way things stand at the moment is thaSitieth East Open Cut Project has
not been physically commenced. That is, the cdresasts as a piece of paper, but
in terms of planning law, that piece of paper -t tight to mine — hasn’t been taken
up by Yancoal, the owners of the Ashton South Bgtn Cut Project. So any rights
under that are effectively moot until that is takgmn There’s a particular step in the
Ashton South East Open Cut Project that has tanderntaken in order to initial
development there, which is the purchase of onpepty that's effected by the very
— effected in a very major way by the project, antll that property is purchased or
leased or some other right is assigned to Yancaalime on that land, then it's very
doubtful indeed that Ashton can physically commerteeroject.

And the department’s view is that landowners —iothan that first property |
mentioned, landowners cannot seek and obtain atqnisnder the Ashton South
East Open Cut consent until that project has bégaigally commenced. So in the
case of receivers that are mentioned in the AsStmrth East Open Cut consent and
would also be reflected in this consent going fady# Ashton is still on the shelf,
then anyone who wanted acquisition would have teperight — and in fact their
only avenue for acquisition would be to come todidield in terms of the Rix’s
Creek consent.

PROF O’KANE: Right. Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: The next speaker is Deidre Olofsseho is a local resident,
and she has been allocated 20 minutes to speak.

MS D. OLOFSSON: Okay. Do | start?
PROF O'KANE: Yes, please do. Yes.

MS OLOFSSON: Okay. State significant developnemsessment, Rix’s Creek,
continuation of mining project SSD6300. The aswesd of the New South Wales
Department of Planning’s report of May 2018. Thathat | note. On assessment of
the report provided by the Department of the Plagri that | do not hold a degree in
environmental science or economics. The qualiboatl hold is an electrician .....
maintenance planning, with 37 years experienchearenergy industry.
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So therefore the information | provide is concesithin the report and the perceived
perception of impacts on the village of Camberwaspecially of the privately
landholders. I'm reading a documentation. Thedbepent of Planning has used to
word prediction on several occasions. Lookindatdefinition of the word
predictions | what someone thinks will happen. diiton is a forecast, but not only
weather. Pre means before and diction has to totalking. It's a guess
sometimes based on fact or evidence, but not alwélie interpretation of the
document is difficult when considering the usehaf term prediction, and will this
be correct relating to the impacts experienceth@fiture impacts that not might be
correct, and the legacy of the future generatiensived will be far greater than
predicted.

Cumulative. On page 3, there is 8 — of the documenthere is 18 operational
mines in 10 kilometre radius of Rix’s Creek opearatiand the mine will be three
kilometres south east of Camberwell. The condeerréport failed to identify the
South East Open Cut mine of Ashton Coal has nothoenced operation to do the
Land and Environment Court merit appeal, but hgsal. Also, the premise has
lodged a modification to the Department of Planmglgted to the commencement
and changes to the acquisition rights of the pelyabwned villages. Also, the
concern that Glencore Glendell Mine has startedg@dings producing an EAS for
the continuation of the mine, which will impact thistorical significance of
Ravensworth Homestead. If approved, this grardmgd be operational in five
years.

The impacts on the Camberwell village: anothenifiicant issue is the approval of
the Hunter Valley operations, mountain of overbuardéwill just call them
mountain — which could have the potential of chaggiirflows from the south each
of the village due to the geological changes tovdlkey floor. Another significant
issue is the height of the Ravensworth West supefTine mountain in the
construction ..... is considered from viewing outie Camberwell ..... of the New
England Highway is the height of the Bayswater icgptowers, which also has the
impact of changing the structure of the valley flaad possibly the airflow
conditions.

The ..... has not considered future modificatiohnthe 18 operational mines in the
area and the impacts this will have on the geolgitructure of the valley floor,
which has been predicted, and the outcomes of ainguagrflows, weather patterns,
air quality — one certainly sees in the air, esgclCamberwell. The impacts
related to south east of the village of Camberwéh two minds: Rix’s creek and
Ashton South East Open Cut operating as perceigtghpal of causing harm to the
occupants in the village through exposure of haykels of particulate matter and
noise.

Since the commencement of the Upper Hunter Air iQuionitor in the village of
Camberwell, the OHE has provided air quality exeeee alerts, with offer to
register — with the offer to register to receivesé alters. On registering in 2012, the
cumulative impacts received in this village ove last five years — 2012, 34 alerts
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from the 1% of the &' to the 3% of the 12", 2013, 64 alerts; 2014, 29; 2015, 22;
2016, 26; 2017, 56 alerts; 2018, to date 17slefhese alerts relate to PM10
exceedances, and there was two PM2.5s. Nowperations closed — operation .....
mining care and maintenance until the purchasdeficare and Bloomfield, and
which the premise has commenced operation.

The increase in the last year could be potentraligted to the operation of,
resumption or climatic changes, but highlightsd¢bacerns related to the dust stop
program and the mitigation of the vast areas obegf area. So if they're — so
therefore the potential increase relating to cutiudaair quality exceedance are
expected in the village of Camberwell, which thealte Department states in the
letter 8 December 2012. Note: there is no evideri¢hreshold below which
exposure of PM is not associated with health edfect

There is consequences with the potential increbae quality exceedance due to
two more operating mines in the south east woule lae flow on effect of
exposure ..... of over four months a year or grea®®, therefore, the village health
and safety is compromised. As stated on page B&afeport, direction of the
mining would progress towards Camberwell. Impactamberwell will increase.

Page 16, New South Wales health: noise can haegative impact on health — on
human health. The accumulative impacts relatingperation of South East Open
Cut and Rix’s Creek project plus the New Englandhiay in the vicinity of the
village are difficult to locate at this stage; oot find any context to this concern.
High volume of traffic movement at certain timespecially commencement of
shifts and knock-off times increase the noise ma@m The structural shape of the
village increases the level, and then as to twoasmnal mines to the south east
would have a negative impact on health. Even wiitigation to the premise, levels
above acceptable level to a occupant on their pgore which negates stress and
entrapment.

Page 32, cumulative noise: the statement preganinds would be unlikely to lead
to cumulative noise impact. The mine is unableetiuce existing noise level to

meet desirable PSNL — is committed ..... noisectdn. So, therefore, how is the
mine going to ..... New England Highway — numbleomerating mines to reduce
noise levels. As stated before, the noise hastivegenpact on human health. So,
therefore, do the mine have the right to operatenithey are unable to reduce the
noise level ..... perception of the wording? Ogega2, the predicted exceedance .....
noise which they offer vacant land acquisition tigand ..... possession. Unable to —
perception — unable to reduce noise levels forrethehis does not make ..... logical
— procedure or logic — this perception.

Page 40, cumulative impacts of blasting. Cumutatimpacts of blasting
concurrently with neighbours mine was not considenethe BIA, on page 40. Is
this the acceptable outcome for a departmentatassmt in relating — relation to
hazard generation and risk to health and safetiyeopublic? Therefore, two mines
blasting at the same time, South East Open CuRaxid Creek, the village of
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Camberwell is not protected against actions astamtiaith that location. Due to the
potential failure to investigate a potential haothe village, which is already under
stress from poor air quality, and that a suddemsuge of high levels of PM, which
there is no safe levels, could have the possitlfitynpact ..... of life to the
occupants.

Predicted surface water impacts, page 42. Thdldevil60 hectares lost from the
catchment in which the 140 hectares internallyrdng void. The final void would —
as a ground — would as a groundwater sink, withrtlews exceeding outflows, and
evaporation exceeding rainfall. Therefore, it vibbbecome a pit lake. Now, the
cumulative impact of 30 pit mines in the regiorgimg through the report, was
unable to locate the impacts of the Upper Hunterlaw this would be managed,
regulated and monitored for the prediction of 2@6ars, when the water would be
close to seawater. The amount of money set asidenipensate for the loss of
water or income to production if the particulardfivoid behaviour is not correct,
and the climatic changes, surface water and thergnaund water changes the void
..... toa.....

There was no context which could be found the catiud impacts of land loss due
to 30 final voids in the Upper Hunter. The preidictthat a final void would fill in
100 years is — and stabilise — therefore, the aoneethis correct, in fact, or a
guess? Could climatic conditions cause the pé# takbe filled in two to 10 years?
And how is this going to be monitored and cont@ffeTherefore the concern arises
that a final void should be removed from the aglan due to the harm it imposes
on our environment, the sterilisation of land, #m&l cost of maintenance,
monitoring, potential harm could impose on othearef resources in the area, and
the contamination of those resources.

In the department’s report, there seems to be ntegbto the predicted economic
analysis of the final void maintenance, monitoridigssification or plan with the
final void. The land value, and what would be thible income from the said land.
The reason why the void was classified as requareignificant asset, also the
costing of a filling of the void. The other conaavhich seems not to be addressed
was the potential land value of the joining projsrto the said land unclassified
type, with a final void that is rendered unusable.

Please note, the approval of the Hunter Valley atjg@n’s final void by planning
assessment ..... in which ..... states the voidwdll be hypersaline and unusable.
Also, the department’s report — minor seepagetimagroundwater system and
monitoring would be required, and states that Blfselsh should pare a groundwater
monitoring responsement. So you interpret — sarttegpretation that it's not
mandatory — how is the department going to regalafbe issue is, how is the EPA
going to manage compliance with licence for a fiatl that's hypersaline and
unusable? And what is the regulatory controlsaf kwill they enforce protection of
the taxpayer from undue cost if the applicant isaide for the life of the void?
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The project prediction to have an economic benafiproximately 270 million,
through royalties, wage ..... and company tax,.ofdepartment’s report — now, the
recent ..... announcement of the T4 in Newcastid, the outcome of the ..... 2009
..... relate to the predictions. So for the —therefore, the concern here —is this
prediction covering all aspects, and is this ackids? That does not ..... considered
automation of the fleet, reduction of employmenirieet shareholders’ expectation
of income, company tax cuts, the devaluing of aodhe future, and the impacts of
climate change related to water availability fotigation and coal handling, the
possibility of contracts for the coal had been ieated, for external markets are
looking at other technologies for energy, and Iatren to reduce carbon. So,
therefore, is the predicted forecast achievablenbufor the ..... future .....
depreciation of land, final void maintenance, & tand is a saleable product.

Social impact, 6.8 of document. The perceivedgion that the report ..... states
there is no risk to human or the community, thaytltooked at a CC minutes .....
spoke to stakeholders. The department reportsstidie social impact was not done
under the new assessment guidelines. Therefa@diteived perception has not
met — perception has not met the criteria expeftted social impact assessment
today, and could be considered not covering alteams related to impacts exposed
— experienced now related to health risk — rel&tatkk to health, and especially to
the Camberwell district.

Mitigation, page 67. Where Bloomfield considerattthe social impact of the
project could be mitigated through the implemeontaand management and
monitoring programs as well as effective commumicat.... CCC means. The CCC
is advisory structure, in which the company prositiee information. The
community members cannot make management changfes ¢peration. This is a
government department or legislative requiremdiiterefore, in relation to
mitigation ..... and controls ..... how a CCC mentan change operational
mitigation controls.

Mitigation controls and compliance is a governmegency’s responsibility to have a
robust procedural process in place, policies tfiattvely protect harm to others

and the environment. Therefore, the perceivedgmtian that the department’s
obligation the community is provided with tools asidlls to understand the
processes, and how to report the incidents thatecharm and identify behaviours
that may deem to cause risk to health and safBtyerefore, the concerns and the
conclusion the department’s assessment has natssadl a few concerns, especially
related to impacts to the — impacts on Camberwell.

Also note, Camberwell has no town water supply, r@eently the letter from
Singleton Council ..... not receiving supply duetst. Also note, several occasions,
the water tanks have been found to be grey in coémd ..... health issues, gastric
and vomiting. The other concerns is that enforleeabdertaking between
Bloomfield and Department of Planning, 2017. Figrthe undertaking (h):
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Department has been conducting investigation itiegations that Bloomfield
has provided false and misleading information i@ thport of mining
operation plans, year 2001, 2005, 2013.
From the perceived perception and reading the eeédnle undertaking on the
government website raises concerns of actual lestdrdance and the social fabric
of the company. Also, the independent auditingesysplace — in place — does this
meet expectations? Note, the department has epémilent auditor register, and
the proponent selects the independent auditor.
In conclusion on the report, using the term “pr&dic’ raises concern. The
objection — my objection to the application remdimst Camberwell has not been
assessed adequately, and the impacts outweiglettedits.
MS RICHARDSON: Could I just ask you one questibts, Olofsson?
MS OLOFSSON: Not too technical, for goodness'esak
MS RICHARDSON: No, this is an easy one: are gaesident of Camberwell?
MS OLOFSSON: Yes, | am.
MS RICHARDSON: Thank you.
MR ........... Thanks, Deidre.
MS OLOFSSON: No problem.
MR ........... Well done.

MS RICHARDSON: The next speaker is Ms Jan Dayishe Hunter
Environmental Lobby, who has been allocated 15 temto speak. | might ask - - -

MR ........... Just here. Is that all right otteere?
MS J. DAVIS: Yes, thanks very much.

MR ........... Just let me know if you need airygh
MS DAVIS: Okay.

MS RICHARDSON: | might just ask — | know peoplet gervous with public
speaking, but maybe try and speak slowly, justHer- - -

MS DAVIS: Yes.

MS RICHARDSON: - - - benefit of the transcriber.
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MS DAVIS: That's fine.

MS RICHARDSON: Thank you.

MS DAVIS: Shall do. Yes, thanks very much. Tk&nCommissioners. I'm Jan
Davis, from Hunter Environment Lobby. And | wouikke to acknowledge the
traditional owners, the Wonnarua, the people onsetand we are today. This land
was never ceded.

Because of the time constraints today, | won't riedintroduction that | had
prepared. Suffice to say that Hunter Environmentily has been active, and has
been incorporated, for 26 years, and has made catrongust about every coal
mine in the Hunter Valley in that time. Thank yoBo, to start on the second page,
we continue to strongly object to this mine expanson the following grounds:

1)

)

®3)

(4)

(5)

The mine operator has demonstrated that thepatrresponsible environmental
managers. The illegal disturbance of 96 hectarénd, that resulted in a Land
and Environment Court case in 2017, has severalindghed community trust
in Bloomfield’s ability to manage the cumulativepacts of this operation in
the manner described in the Department of PlanaimbEnvironment (DPE)
assessment report, May 2018.

The cumulative impacts of proposed mine exganare significant, and have
not been adequately assessed, in regard to thetNdowen continued
operations, approved in November 2017, and the éurdlley operation south
modification 5, approved in February 2018. Bothsth projects have increased
impacts in the vicinity of the Rix’s Creek Mine, ysu’ve already heard,
particularly in regard to regional air quality.

Regional air quality continues to regularly e&d the national standards for
PM10 dust emissions, as measured by the Upper Haintguality monitoring
network. The Camberwell monitor regularly rep@itsquality exceedances, as
Deidre has just outlined. We remind the Commissiat these reports are
based on 24-hour averages; therefore, theremaes tivhen the level of PM10
emissions are dangerously high. The EPA polluteztuction programs are not
working in the Upper Hunter, mainly because moreev@xpansions continue to
be approved.

The impacts on biodiversity are far greatentfiest assessed. It is difficult to
understand, from the information provided, how2i&6 ecosystem credits
required by court orders have been met in relatahe identified shortfalls in
biodiversity offsetting arrangements for the pradasder consideration.

The project proposal has significant land umflacct because of its proximity to
Singleton. We do not agree with DPE’s satisfactiat the various
environmental impacts on amenity — that is, nditesting and air pollution —
can be adequately managed.
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(6) DPE fails to understand that “cumulative impaweans any additionality to
existing impacts, regardless of its size. The tamgeference to the fact that
Rix’s Creek contribution to cumulative impactsass than other, larger mines
in the area is immaterial. Any additional impagthere exceedances already
exist, needs to be carefully considered.

(7) HEL - Hunter Environment Lobby, or HEL — contés to object to the
retention of a 143-hectare final void that will r@imin the landscape for ever,
with a predicted salinity level of 31,000 microsiems.

(8) The cost/benefit analysis has not includedcthst of managing the final void in
perpetuity. Nor has it costed the cumulative lafssatchment to the Hunter
River, nor the increased cost to the health systieworse air quality in the
Hunter, nor the loss of ecosystem services andvacsity.

(9) The project fails to meet key goals of the HurRegional Plan 2036. That is,
biodiversity-rich natural environment and thriviogmmunities.

(10) The DPE assessment report identifies a nuwitissues that need to be
addressed before a decision can be made on thpesal and these include
reporting to the federal Department of Environmamthe increased area of
central Hunter Valley eucalypt forest and woodlémbe destroyed; the new
concept of a stage biodiversity offsetting approthey held as not ..... the
accuracy of the economic assessment that failssbenvironmental impacts;
the planning agreement for Singleton Council tdgate social impacts. HEL
request that these matters be provided for fugthbtic comment before a
determination is made.

Biodiversity impacts: as stated, HEL has majoroewns that during the time
between public exhibition of the Rix’s Creek extiensproposal and the current
stage of the assessment process that Bloomfieldomasl to have breached the
mining consent by illegally disserving 96 hectasétand. Community trust in this
mining company to carry out and of its legal regoients has been greatly
diminished. The project is not required to refifd6 ecosystem credits prior to the
determination of this proposal — proposed extension

This has occurred without adequate assessmeng cltnulative impact of this
illegal clearing. We are unclear whether thesditsédave been found. The
cumulative biodiversity impacts of the intensivening operations in this central
area of the Hunter Valley are highly significafithe planning process has failed to
adequately assess cumulative biodiversity impadig;h continuing to approve
ongoing extensions and ongoing removal of critibe¢éatened species habitat.

Because of this failure, a once-common ecologicairmunity, central Hunter Valley
eucalypt forest and woodland is now listed asazaily endangered under federal
environmental legislation. The costs-benefits gsialfor these mining extensions
fail to adequately assess the benefits and envieotathservices provided by a
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healthy and functional natural biological systenthie Hunter. We consider that the
current highly complex biodiversity value calcutafisystems and associated
offsetting policies are doomed to failure in bdtk short and the long term.

Decision-makers have a duty of care to future gerwrs to clearly consider
cumulative biodiversity impacts at original scalehe challenge for the Rix’s Creek
proposal to locate suitable offset sites when ri@ve been found is a clear
indication that too much significant habitat hagatly been removed from the
Hunter landscape. We note that the reassessm#éns giroposed — proposal
demonstrates the need to clear 47 hectares ofitlaalty endangered Central

Hunter Valley eucalypt forest and woodland rath@ntthe initial 19 hectares first
identified. This is a significant loss that mustreported to the Federal Government.

We also note that the DPE assessment report hatifiiele that further clarification

is needed in regard to stage offsetting and agsacdisturbance areas, and we have
heard that some contracts have been exchangedgehubuld like to hear further on
that. HEL strongly objects to the concept of sthigeliversity offsets. We maintain
that this project cannot be determent without #®ieance that adequate land-based
biodiversity offset sites have been secured.

As we have stated, the cumulative loss of varibtesatened ecological communities
and threatened species’ habitat in this centra af¢he Hunter due to recent mining
activity and expansion has not been quantifiedhisidssessment. The additional
disturbance of 213 hectares of native vegetatiois minimal impact in the
context of the scale of recent clearing undertdkam mining projects, in addition to
traditional clearing for agriculture.

Every area of remnant vegetation, scattered matees and derived native grasses is
critical habitat providing linkages and steppingn&s across a significantly degraded
landscape. While the original biodiversity assessimvas based on the Upper
Hunter Strategic Assessment Process, that hastatleds We note that an
alternative assessment of biodiversity impacts wvatertaken using the Framework
for Biodiversity Assessment. Revised calculationdertaken for the new
disturbance area project footprint were based emtlginal survey work undertaken
in the Upper Hunter Strategic Plan.

| will leave that there. HEL is concerned abous ttonclusion made by the
consultants and its impact on the calculation okgstem credits. We also question
the rigour of assessment of the flora and faunaegbf the project site, particularly
in regard to the habitat values of the threatewgdhi®l glider that has been recorded
in vegetation targeted for removal. While the tagien remnants are fragmented,
they are critical in the context of remaining coctingty across this section of the
valley floor. Biodiversity corridors are a goaltbe Hunter synoptic plan, and they
must have old growth remnants to maintain habételbility.

The significant nature of this particular habitatredor on a regional scale has not
been identified or assessed. The connectivitgwimant native vegetation allowing
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fauna movement through this highly modified, indiadised landscape is critical.
The proposed removal of patches of vegetation ttamsignificant corridor remnant
that connects fragmented areas of vegetation attredandscape to the Hunter
River will cause additional loss of opportunity Epecies movement in the Central
Hunter. This cumulative impact has not been asdesse

The proposed loss of the critically endangeredagiochl community Central Hunter
Valley eucalypt forest and woodland should be idiet and assessed as a
percentage loss of remaining patches of this afijiendangered ecological
community from the floor of the valley. HEL recorands that the Commission
require additional assessment of the cumulativdibessity impacts of this proposal.
| will leave out my comments on air quality andsei | will go straight to water.

With ground and service water, the scale of thevdoavn, loss of base flows to the
Hunter River and accumulation of high-saline waiedies in the landscape has not
been adequately assessed at any level of the opeme approval process in the
region. The Federal Independent Expert Sciencergitiee has recommended just
this week against final voids. HEL has stronglyiadd that the planning department
undertake an independent cumulative impact stufiinad voids in the Upper Hunter.

The Independent Planning Commission should calitisrstudy to be conducted
before considering the approval of the perpetuahiots of another final void in the
Hunter landscape. We note that the Hunter bioregiassessment has just been
released by the Federal Government. The cumulatigact of mining on water
sources has been assessed to be substantialmkditbn greenhouse gas emissions,
but I will leave that out. | will go straight taal voids and then conclusion.

So HEL does not support the approval of any firmadls on this mine site. We
contend that there is limited or no knowledge @f tamulative impacts of the
existing final voids approved in the Upper Hunterd | know many of them are of
some size. HEL continues to maintain that if ghisposal, or any other, will now
generate enough income to allow for the backfilli@ll voids, then the project is
unviable. The ongoing loss of critically endangkehabitat, irreversible damage to
water sources and broad scale landscape legadies farm of large, toxic final
voids is creating an enormous environmental debfutoire generations. These
cumulative impacts have not been adequately askessritigated for this proposed
Rix’s Creek mine expansion.

The principles of ecologically sustainable develeptrand intergenerational equity
have not been met by this project. In conclusibe,process of assessing the Rix’'s
Creek continuation project still has unansweredstiors, despite the lengthy and
confusing changes to assessment details, and hesnetion provided to the
commission must be made available for public contrpé&nr to final determination
to ensure complete transparency and inclusiverfaageoested stakeholders and
impacted community members.
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The DPEs satisfaction with the proposal is basetbommany unresolved issues and
a lack of genuine accumulative impact assessmEmt. mine operator has
demonstrated a lack of commitment to environmentakponsible management,
and has therefore lost their social licence to @igethis contentious mine expansion.
Hunter Environment Lobby recommends this proposaidfected. Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: Ms Davis, | note you do have #dibit of extra time. Would
you like to go back to the air quality and noisenagents that you would otherwise
have made

MS DAVIS: Sure. Thank you very much. Thankstfuat. Sorry. Now I've lost
my — air quality. So the proposal assessmenttiaildentify that the Upper Hunter
Air Quality Monitoring Network has reported frequexceedances of the national
standard of PM10 in the vicinity of the Rix’s Cregloject. The monitors at
Camberwell, Maison Dieu, Singleton Northwest amig&iton have frequently
measured air quality exceedances, as Deidre hisaalias well, particularly in dry,
windy weather conditions.

While the assessment contents that the impactbwithoving away from Singleton,
it does not adequately assess the closer proxtmitye Camberwell or the Maison
Dieu communities in the context of the recentlyfappd Mt Owen and Hunter
Valley operation south expansions towards thesenoamities. So the cumulative
impacts of — of open cut mining operations on amieéér quality in this area of the
Hunter is already excessive. The health impacthemearby citizens is
unacceptable. Thanks for the extra time.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.

MR ........... Can | have a copy of that?

MS DAVIS: Yes, I'm going to give that to you.
PROF O'’KANE: And there’s a question .....

MS RICHARDSON: Sorry, Ms Davis. There’s a questirom the Commissioner,
| think.

MR PEARSON: Ms Dauvis, thank you - - -

MS DAVIS: Thank you.

MR PEARSON: Thank you very much for your presgata But | just had one
guestion, which was in relation to some commentsmade around the loss of

community trust, and was interested to - - -

MS DAVIS: Sure.
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MR PEARSON: - - - know if you were aware of angrkwthat might have been
done around this issue, any sort of — any workitight have been done around
establishing or determining what impacts on comyumiust might have taken
place.

MS DAVIS: Sorry, what exactly - - -

MR PEARSON: So you mentioned in your talk - - -

MS DAVIS: Yes.

MR PEARSON: - - - that there was a loss of comityunust in the project.
MS DAVIS: Yes.

MR PEARSON: | was wondering whether you're awafrany information or work
that might have been done to - - -

MS DAVIS: Well, | suppose, what we're alludingitothe fact that this — the issue
of the illegal clearing had to be taken to the Land Environment Court. So that
was the way that it had to be brought out — theeeftient of it had to be brought out
— into the public realm. It wasn’t brought outarthe public realm, really, until that
court case. And, you know, having been involvedand and Environment Court
cases a few times, and having been able to have sopact on the way things
progress from that, and the way a court case &staltbring out information that
these sort of planning commissions, and even ypdaied planning commission, an
independent planning commission, cannot reallygoaat unless you have the rigour
of a court case. But to get that far — | meanfeet that those sort of things
shouldn’t happen. lllegal land clearing shouldré@ppen, for a start, but the extent of
it had to be brought out by a court case. Thaliatw was referring to there.

MR PEARSON: Thank you.
MS DAVIS: Okay?
MR PEARSON: Thanks for that.

MS RICHARDSON: The next speaker is Mr Neville dakfrom PJ Welding
Proprietary Limited.

MR N. JUKES: Sorry, I've got a bit of a flu.
PROF O’KANE: If you would like some water, Dawdn - - -
MR JUKES: No, I'm sweet.

PROF O’KANE: - - - get a glass for you.
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MR JUKES: My name is Neville Jukes. I'm the mgimg director of PJ Welding.
I’'m pretty passionate about the Bloomfield grouip- they’ve provided my family
with a feed for 45 years. We’ve had some extreregn times over that period, had
to reduce our company to bare bones. And wherhtmhappened, I've approached
Bloomfield, and they’'ve always helped me. Theykept me — kept my — sorry —

my company afloat for 45 years.

We currently employ 30 people. Some of them acentadditions. A local
company went into receivership prior to Easter, some of their employees
approached us to seek employment. In an effayivi® them stability for their
families, | approached Bloomfield, and they werkedb support us by giving us
additional work at Rix’s Creek. Without the helpRix’s Creek Mine, there would
have been another dozen people or so on unemplayeasfits.

We have employees with in excess of 35 years’ eynpémt. So these older workers
would have little chance of gaining alternative émgment, should they become
unemployed. It's a continuation of the Rix’s Crarling creek — the Rix’s Creek
mining operation that will offer these people torkvtll their retirement.

We employ several tradesmen. They’ve spent thgireeworking life servicing
Bloomfield group, from their apprenticeship tilladile age. They rely almost
exclusively on Rix’s Creek Mine to feed their faied. But two of our apprentices
have achieved Hunter Valley Apprentice of the Yaaards. The variety of the
work that we receive from Bloomfield Group, thesctis on safety, and extensive
environmental awareness, have had a significaraatingn the training and quality of
the tradesmen they’ve become. All our supervigoasiesmen, apprentices and
labourers have tutored — that we have tutored maaty years, are of the highest
quality due to the support of the Bloomfield groupardon me.

Bloomfield group is a wonderful corporate citizefhey support our community in
many ways. | know they significantly support thertter Valley — the Hunter
Medical Research Institute, a subject dear to naythbecause my wife and | are
both cancer survivors. They support the Salvafiony ..... youth off the streets .....
many others. | went to a funeral of the managingctor several years ago, and it
was announced at the — by the clergy, at the C8hstch Cathedral, that
Bloomfield had given a significant contributionhelp the rebuilding after the 1989
earthquake. I've only got another three or foumgk; would you - - -

MS RICHARDSON: |---
MR JUKES: - - - like me to continue.

MS RICHARDSON: | submit that Mr Jukes be allowtedinish; he hasn’t got
much - - -

PROF O’KANE: | agree.
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MS RICHARDSON: - - - further to go.

MR JUKES: | haven't got much. Your decision wilive a far-reaching impact on
numerous families that rely on Rix’s Creek Min@e. our case, some of our blokes
come from down the Central Coast, but | suspec¢halbreas of the Hunter Valley.
In our particular case, PJ Welding employees, pastrfamilies, amounts to 100
people or more; but considering the Rix’s Creelpleyees and other contractors,
you have the immediate future of thousands of meopyour hands. Add to that the
flow-on effect of the local corner store, the pagleop, Coles and Woolworths as
well, and you’'ve got a serious human impact to wers

As you're aware, Rix’s Creek is privately owned Aafian company. The profits
and taxes remain in Australia. We're not dealiegehwith an overseas commercial
giant; we’re dealing with people who live amongstand work beside us. We've
always displayed a — they have always displayddbag community ethic and
ongoing consideration towards their neighbours. unMeservedly support the
continuation application, and urge you to apprdwerhining lease extension, to
enable our children and grandchildren to be pathefRix’s Creek mining family.
Thank you.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.
MR JUKES: No questions?
MS RICHARDSON: The next speaker is Mr Andrew Tlasma local resident.

MR A. THOMAS: Hello, ladies and gentlemen. Mynmais Andrew Thomas, and
I’'m currently employed by the Bloomfield group as@pen cut examiner at the
Rix’s Creek open cut. I've worked within the migimdustry for the past 15 years,
and have been employed at Rix’s Creek for thetlestyears. The majority of my
employment has been spent as the night-shift OGExé Creek South. As an open
cut examiner, or OCE, our primary role is heald#fey and compliance. An
essential part of this is to communicate effectiweith our environmental officers
and the wider community, to enable us to maintainpmsitive relationship with the
community.

Our environmental officers continually conduct @#soise monitoring to ensure
that the operation noise levels do not exceed camge levels. Whenever | receive
a call concerning noise levels, | would always emage a positive attitude, and be
willing to help, as | feel that, as an OCE, | héive biggest influence in making
changes to the operation to minimise noise levdts;h is a huge advantage to our
neighbours, as you don't get to — as you are nalirdgwith a third party or a
hotline; you are talking to the one point of cattaho has the ability to make
changes.

One of the best cultural aspects of Rix’s Creakésteam environment, which all
levels of the workforce are working towards the sasommon goal. In my time at
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Rix’s Creek, I've never heard anyone fob off amé$o another department, or
anyone — everyone works together for a solutiomprifkary example of this is, the
CEOs and company directors are regularly seenterbgiall levels of employment,
as they are all a part of the community.

The Bloomfield group are proudly Australian ownedd have been operating
successfully for the past 80 years, and still cw#ito support many local
organisations and charities. One in which | ans@eally involved with is the
Mount Olive Community Centre, which is solely ranumlunteers of the local area.
This community hall is a place of meeting, sociargs, and numerous children
sports and recreations. Rix’s Creek is always sede giving back to the
community.

| feel I am confidently speaking on behalf of myseid the other 500-plus
employees that depend on Rix’s Creek that we wiikédto see the continuation of
Rix’s Creek Mine, as | strongly believe that thare huge benefits, not only to the
employees but to the surrounding communities.

On a personal note, my wife and | have been badraised in the Singleton district.
We currently live on a small rural property, ragsineef cattle and breeding
Australian stockhorses, at Mount Olive, just siXtksn the Mount — from the Rix’s
Creek North turnoff. We feel our two sons are Vegky to be growing up within
the diverse mining and agricultural community, wiweill continue to provide

varied opportunities for their bright futures.

| thank you for your time and opportunity to spéeke today. Let's continue to
work together and maintain Bloomfield’s vision, nimg and beyond, success
through innovation and our people, and to striveafgustainable and prosperous
future for the generations to come. Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: Thank you. Our next speaker is3d= Gilroy, of the
Singleton Business Chamber.

MS S. GILROY: Thank you. My name is Sue Gilrapd | am the current
president of the Singleton Business Chamber. Tingle8on Business Chamber
represents the interest of business on a local I&deough Chamber’s vast network,
each Chamber member has a community voice. ThenBdvarepresents around 170
member businesses. As a team, we're able to fgeh& concerns of business in our
community, plan actions; and together, everyomewarded.

The Chamber welcomes the opportunity to provideef Bubmission to the Rix’s
Creek Mine continuation of mining project. The @Gtigr strongly supports
Bloomfield’s — Bloomfield group’s application foné continuation of mining at

Rix’s Creek Mine, and acknowledges, the environmlegdsessment report addresses
a large number of key considerations. The Chambderstands that Rix’s Creek
coal mine sits 5 kilometres to the west of Singletnd has been in continued
operation since 1990.
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The Chamber acknowledges the establishment ofaetdtips between the existing
mine and the community of Singleton and the surdingnareas. The further — they
— we further acknowledge Bloomfield’s commitmenstgport the community
through the provision of funding to local communignvironment and education
groups. The current mine has long contribute¢héoangoing economic health of the
community, and can continue to do so into the itUextension for mining at Rix’s
Creek will ensure future viability and sustainalilbf our operations, enabling
continued contribution to the economic and so@hlit of surrounding
communities. We further acknowledge Bloomfielddsranitment to ensure
environmentally and socially responsible operati@msl support their initiatives to
ensure all consent conditions are met and opes#ionfocused on minimising any
impacts.

In conclusion, the Chamber is pleased to offesutgport to the Bloomfield group’s
Rix’s Creek Mine continuation of mining project. eMelcome the extension —
extensive environmental assessment report, ancdhabidge that the work that
continues in ensuring strong environmental perforeaat the site. The Chamber
believes this is a crucial project in sustainingalcemployment, local and regional
economic benefit, and positive social partnershijpis various sectors of the
community. Thank you.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: The next speaker is Mr Chris # Shris Paget? Am |
pronouncing that correctly?

MR C. PAGET: Mostly. Good day. My name is Ctias Paget. I've been
working — employee at Rix’s Creek now for the [B3f 14 years. Current mine tech
inspector ..... there as well. Like to thank ebexgy for the chance to talk. | have
the opportunity to talk for the company — well, foyself, for the company. Blokes
on the ground, basically.

I’m not an expert anything. | don’t have any numsber figures to give to you. | can
only tell you what | see on the ground every dayg tne incidents and discussion |
have with our lads as to far as both environmeandl safety things on site, and how
the company treats those things, and how the delthem.

| was born and bred in Singleton. For the lasiel,wleft Singleton, but | was born
and bred here; | was here for 20 years. | was the@ng the duration of the Rix’s
Creek Colliery; the father had a little bit to @ih that. He worked for the Cant
family prior, in the sawmills. So | was pretty Welued up as to what that was prior.
| left school at 14 years of age, to pursue a trddeasn’t particularly built for
academia, so to speak. However, what | did find that physical life has a toll on
your body, and your life has — body has only gotrsh life in it before it wears
out. And | soon worked out that education is whatkey to most things in my life
was, and re-educating myself was something thaetled to sort. And how I got
education was ..... money.
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Whether we like to hear it or not, | can’'t educaieself unless I'm paying someone
to teach me. So what the mining industry has gimeris an opportunity: an
opportunity for my life, for my children’s life, ahfor me to better meself. I'm
fortunate to travel the world, doing a few differémngs. But at the end of that, I've
come back to the mining industry, and I've hadlaijothe mining industry, as |
said, 20-odd years. And the last 14 years I'vexspéth the Bloomfield group.

| had a permanent job working for Swamp Creek,fite¢n Ashton Coal, at which
time | was given an opportunity to have an inteaveg Rix's Creek. | was
interviewed by Garry Bailey over there, and onéhefthings he said to me — he said,
“l need you to turn up to work and make sure me’geming tomorrow, please.

And don’t upset the neighbours.”

So, you know, upon hearing those things, | talkeahy father, and he said to me — |
said, “Well, what do you think, old mate? I've gopermanent job. It's —the job
I've got is closer to home. Why would | want to down there? What do they got?”
And he basically said to me, “They’re good — justd people. Don’t worry about
the coin, mate. They're just good people,” weredxact words.

So, taking that on, | said, “All right, well, | wio have a look at it.” And at that
time, | suppose — what would you say? It was tucall blast for me to interact with
a company where | wasn't just a number, where |wiieduced to the owner of the
mine, William Cant. | met him once, in passingexiday — time, you see, he
remembered me name, and he come and shook medmahdad words with me.
Which — | don’t know if that rings anything to arody else, but that means a great
deal to me. Those things and those values weiragartant to me that, you know,
when you talk about the mine, it's not so muchrttiee or the money; it's the
people running it.

And you're working for something that’s fair dinkym@and prepared to give it a go,
give you a go, and be fair dinkum about their adi# towards work, and people
around them, and the community. Because — let®s ifa— | know where he lives; |
know where he lives; | know where all they liv8o when something is a problem,
they can’t go anywhere — they can’t run back tartbeuntry. They're here. They
have to answer what we ask them. And if they'rerdnible, they can’t go anywhere,
so they’re accountable, which is something thatlly, really appreciate in those
people.

John Richards ..... same deal. | met him. | spdkbe last PAC meeting, in Scone,
around Bickham, for the same reason — not becawsatia job, and not because |
want money, and not because | want to kiss upha;Jbecause they were decent
people. | didn’'t know him; | met him having a coftea and a biscuit in the back
room. He didn’t know who | was, or what | was abtmusee. So, to me, it speaks
value — volumes about the people.

And when the issues come on site — like | saidptbkes come to me when there’s
an issue, whether it be dust, whether it be — ymwk— something safety on the line.
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| can’t say, you know, I'm across all shifts, betshifts that | deal with, the lads
come to see me. If there’s an issue, whetherduse or anything, the boys are
calling up, telling us to stop, calling for a watert. “We can’t continue.” The
OCEs react appropriately. Our company reacts g@pately: we just don’t do it.
And that’s the blokes on the ground.

The reason why they buy into the company and thegcause it’'s their future. And
just over the hill two thirds of them live. So weeer we’re breathing at work, or
working in at work, their families are wearing g well. So that, to me, means they
have to buy into it. And if they’re fair dinkum ailnt this company, and seeing it go
forward, they have to speak up on tough issuedust, noise, whatever it may be,
because if they're ..... we’re not going to getngid, we’re not going to get closed,
and we’re going to have a job for a long time, vilogkwith a company that is
Australian owned — they’re here amongst us; theybeside us. And | appreciate
the opportunity to come here today and speak faretfiy- not so much for them; for
me. And the fact they know what please and thamkmpeans. Old mate. Thank
you very much for the opportunity.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.
MS RICHARDSON: Thank you, Mr Paget. The nextaq is Matthew Stidolph.

PROF O’KANE: Okay, we've still got to turn around’hanks Matthew, yes.

PROF O’KANE: No, just get it there and | will jusiove to the side.

MS RICHARDSON: Mr Stidolph, while that is loading, we might ask you for a
hard copy of whatever is on the screen so thatamekeep that as part of the record.

MR M. STIDOLPH: Yes, sure. That's —yes. Golbaxthe bottom right. Hi, all.
Just to give you a bit of an introduction, | am geth manager of a company called
Fluren. My name is Matthew Stidolph. We've beeoviling rehabilitation

services to Rix’s Creek Mine since 2008. | beli®me's Creek is a leader within the
mining community when it comes to rehabilitatiomdamnvironment. Their
rehabilitation is best practice — returning minargas back to their natural state. Our
role is to work closely with the Rix’s Creek envirnental team to rehabilitate the
mine area. To do this, the mine area’s landforapsb are designed and constructor
to create a final contoured landscape that isestaibdl visually attuned with the
surrounding natural area. The original topsoihen spread back over the re-
contoured landform, which is rich in nutrients, andintains a seed bank.

Biosolids are then spread — using a tractor anespand integrated into the topsoil,
and then sewn into pasture or native ..... in dipeeft-hand corner there, you will see
where we're spreading biosolids. Biosolids is gobgduct from the waste treatment
works from Hunter Water, and that just lists thi2 goality. And then we seed it
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with pasture seed, which you can see the otheopld#monstrate 12 and 18 months
after seeding, which is basically ready to go back for the cattle. Another part of
the rehabbing includes building habitat areas &ive animals. This involves
building rock structures and standing hollow logges, a landing for birds and other
fauna to nest and breed. Tube stock is also mldntereate habitat corridors.

| believe the Rix’s Creek and the Bloomfield Gralgan outstanding job returning
mining areas back into workable grazing land andhahhabitat areas. | also
believe the economic value for Rix’s Creek to caui mining is significant. We're
just one of many businesses that benefit from Ritsek being in operation. This is
why Fluren employs local people, which helps mofey through the community.
Other small local companies also see the bendffRsxs Creek as they require
additional services to meet their needs. Flowftetts of Rix’s Creek being
permission to continue mining are huge to the Huvitdley and Newcastle area.
The positives to the local economy are signifigamd should not be underestimated.

The benefits of Rix’s Creek Mine flow right througiiie community, and with our
money flowing into local business, companies affordponsor local sporting teams
and donate to charities. | know that Fluren peaigihas donated $10,000 in the last
year to local sporting organisations and chariti®ser the years, the Bloomfield
Group has donated tens of thousands of dollareadtes, from the Cancer Council
to the local CS — SCS, sorry. Just in summingappyoval for a mining extension to
this mine is a real positive to the people of thentér Valley and Newcastle area. It
is nice to have an Australian mining company d@ogd things in our region.

Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: Mr Stidolph, could | just ask yone question. Ms Davis,
from the Hunter Environmental Lobby, spoke aboutrnetivity issues between
remnants of land; did you hear that comment sheefha

MR STIDOLPH: Yes, | did.

MS RICHARDSON: Are you able to shed any lightyamur understanding of
rehabilitated lands, and whether there — in yoaww there are the types of
connectivity issues she was raising?

MR STIDOLPH: Yes, | don't see there being a peobllike that. | know that there
are areas where — instead of pasture, it's momr -séiee seed going into the ground,
and also tree-planting, to get those corridors katee those corridors through the
mine. So yes — no, | don't think it's a problenadt

MS RICHARDSON: And is that part of your work idhasing Bloomfield in terms
of thinking about connectivity issues with the lahdt you're rehabilitating?

MR STIDOLPH: No, we're guided by their environnt@nteam. So we carry out
the work.

.RIX'S CREEK 6.6.18R1 P-44
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

MS RICHARDSON: You're implementing a plan devised-
MR STIDOLPH: Correct.

MS RICHARDSON: - - - by someone else?

MR STIDOLPH: Yes.

MS RICHARDSON: Thank you. The next speaker is@fen Parsons, from the
Cancer Council.

MR G. PARSONS: Wonderful. Thank you. Thanksyv@auch for the invitation.
My name is Glen Parsons. I'm a community prograowdinator with the Cancer
Council of New South Wales, and I'm based hereifipalty in Singleton, at 69

John Street. We've been here about six yearstaay, it's my absolute pleasure to
stand up here and tell you all about my relatigmstith the Bloomfield Group, and
particularly Rix’s Creek. It's quite a specialagbnship, and it's a relationship that
we cannot do without.

So — made a couple of notes today; you have a abihose notes. But the Cancer
Council, in itself, is well over 60 years of agé/e have six regions, right across the
state, and we absolutely rely on community supp8d.what | mean by that is that
you participated in the latest Biggest Morning Fe@ustralia’s Biggest Morning
Tea — or you bought a daffodil on Daffodil Day,yau’ve participated in the Relay
for Life, or give any sort of money to a workplagiging project, or any sort of an
event you've run, you've contributed to allowingtosput that money back into the
community. We’re not a government-funded orgaresatwe’re a community-
funded organisation. So the 96 per cent of thegwwome from the community.

One thing | have left out: the corporate communiynd that's where | want to
really highlight exactly what the Bloomfield grotias done for us, for well over 10
years now. The Bloomfield Group have contribuiedricially to Cancer Council to
the tune of $500,000. Particularly, the Rix's Greeoject, or Rix’s Creek Mine, has
contributed well over 250,000 of those dollars.dArople can stand back and say,
“Well, they're a coal mine; they have to do thatr you know, “they should do
that.” In actual fact, they want to do that.

We know that one in two people, before the agebofndll be diagnosed with some
form of cancer. And without running a survey todagan tell you, probably
everyone in this room has been touched in somebyapmeone diagnosed with
cancer. So why is the relationship between Ca@oaincil and, particularly, the
Bloomfield group so important for the Singletonidesits? That's because we put
the money back into local residents, to help loeaicer patients throughout this
area. So the money that | will describe from theoBhfield group and Rix’s creek
goes towards things like getting someone from theine to a treatment centre for
life-saving chemotherapy, or radiotherapy, or cascegery.
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And we know that chemotherapy, in this area, islase as Muswellbrook, about 40
minutes away; but more so in Newcastle, whichrésiad about an hour 10 away.
Now, if you're a person that has been diagnosel gancer, and you have to get
from your home here at Singleton to go and havenciieerapy, it's essential that we
provide transport for treatment. And more so,tthasport for treatment must be
free of charge, because we know that cancer conzesast.

But it doesn’t stop there. The Bloomfield groupddarix’s Creek particularly, have
also given us money that we can use for thingsHikae help, where we go in and
vacuum floors, or do some general cleaning, moawal And if we pause for a
moment and think that if you've had cancer surgang the doctor gives the orders
that you must lay on the lounge and rest, thos¢harenain stresses of that person’s
life. So transport to treatment, home help, finalnassistance in paying bills like
water bills, power bills. The costs actually r&gs® rise and rise. Here, most
recently, | had a cancer patient. She’s a readiglly hard working 36 year old
woman that lived here locally in Singleton. Shd hao jobs. She worked at the
local gym and she worked in the local school givedgication to children about
healthy eating and whatnot. She got diagnosedaeithical cancer. No
superannuation, no sick leave, no annual leavee€eTkids. Recently divorced,
living in a house with a mortgage.

So we use this money from this organisation toedff®@me of those costs until that
person could have that surgery and get back ok, teax that’s the important of
having a relationship, and that's the importance/loy it's so important that Rix’s
Creek continues to operate in this town; so tleysupport cancer patients directly
in this town. Cancer is a health issue, and wet watarget that, and we can only do
that through community consultation and then comitgdands.

The Bloomfield Group and particularly Rix’s Credk@support our local office. So
the 69 John Street office is financially suppotbgdhis organisation, and again, |
make comment that, you know, do they want thinggs diccolade, do they want us to
put it in the papers? In actual fact, they dofit's a strange relationship. They don’t
want any accolade, they don’t want any thank yauod, | will give you a great
example. Mr John Richards, who just sits behindsa& Glen, no more morning
teas, no more thank yous, nothing in the papeoswesflooded his office with thank
you cards from cancer patients throughout thislltman. And I think it went over
fairly well.

The health and safety of the workers of Rix’s Criselso paramount. Not only
Rix’s Creek, but Bloomfield — the Bloomfield GroupVe've been, now, to their
sights, giving what we call beat cancer at workgalhealth initiative talks to reduce
the risk of cancer in the workplace. They've habdnmunity days for us, particular
around the Coal Festival where they held a golfaay raised a significant amount
of money so we could grab a hold of that money@utdt back into the community
to help local cancer patients. This is an orgdioisghat has community and
specifically cancer patients to the forefront afittmind, and not only the cancer
patient; the carers, the supporters of that petbernfamily members.
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So whilst they’re doing their work — day-to-day Wwpand their workers are there
going along, doing what they need to do, it doestop there. It's not a token
gesture. Thisis a buy-in. This is a relationshipis is essential for this particular
town. They are in this community, and as far asdbncerned, they are part of this
community, and they’re part of Cancer Council and guest to support those going
through a cancer diagnosis. We have four keyrpilidi the Cancer Council:
advocacy, where we advocate to the governmentdibedcancer services; research,
where we hand out $15 million of research, andgaarly here locally for the new
— Novocastrians of about 5.3 million. Preventiod gupport are the other two
major keys.

And the Bloomfield Group in their quest to help canpatients — and we know full
well they've been touched by cancer in that worke|aso they have a buy-in. They
are by far the forefront and ahead of every otbat mine, no matter how small or
big they are in the Hunter Valley — and we knowé¢®some much larger coal
mines — this organisation is by far the biggespsuier of Cancer Council right
across the Hunter region, and in actual fact, raginbss the state. Thank you very
much for your time.

MS RICHARDSON: Thank you.

MR PARSONS: | will be saddened if you didn’'t haveguestion. | told them that
before.

MS RICHARDSON: If you would like a question, wttatvn are you from?
MR PEARSON: | have a question.

MR PARSONS: I'm actually from a town called OldaKand, Ashtonfield, so |
travel up that fantastic expressway, 40 minutesyatmat have been working in this
town now for almost — about six and a-half yeans.no

PROF O’KANE: And Tony has a question.

MR PEARSON: Thank you, Mr Parsons. You mentiotied you've received over
$500,000 in contributions over the last 10 yeassifBloomfield group. Roughly
what proportion of your total funding requiremerdwd that number mean?

MR PARSONS: Yes, well, that’s a really good gigst Thanks for that. You're
saying, how much money would we then take andmiatthe local community, or

MR PEARSON: No, no. So, as a proportion of ywtal funding inflows, what
proportion does that $500,000 represent?

MR PARSONS: State-based or region-based?
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MR PEARSON: No, your region.

MR PARSONS: Oh, this region? So this regionasiground about 1.2 million.
So that's the Hunter-Central Coast region. S@if gverage that particular amount
of money out, it's about — you know — $50,000 aryeut the — | just want to tell
you — | just wanted to make a point — the signife@of the contribution they make,
particularly for the office here in Singleton. $huffice here — and | know | started
the office, but the — our executive still say,htday, it's the most successful office
in the state. And that's because we can engagdiyipon a local level. Where this
office is open — it has been for a bit over sixrgeaother offices just like this, like
community hubs, have closed throughout the sté®only through the support of
organisations like the Bloomfield group that we &aep this office open and
running.

MR PEARSON: Thank you.

MR PARSONS: Hopefully that answers your question.

MR PEARSON: It does, thank you.

MR PARSONS: No questions? | was waiting forThanks so much for your time.

MS RICHARDSON: The next and last scheduled spefakdoday’s hearing is
Wendy Wales, of the Dungog Aberdeen MuswellbrootirfecHealthy Environment
Group.

MS W. WALES: So it's the Denman Aberdeen — nohBog. Denman Aberdeen

MS RICHARDSON: I'm sorry, | misspoke.

MS WALES: That's all right, yes. | would be cofegely out of territory. Thank
you, Commissioners, for the opportunity to raiseNTBHEG’s concerns about Rix’s
Creek continuation. My name is Wendy Wales, amiddpeaking on behalf of the
Aberdeen Muswellbrook — Denman Aberdeen Muswellbr®cone Healthy
Environment Group. | would like to acknowledgettha are on traditional land of
the Wonnarua People, and that we're speaking today/orld Environment Day.

| would not be here if Bloomfield was producing egrable energy. So we've heard
a lot of good things about the company, and, ofssuhat’s not what I'm
challenging, or objecting — making my objection aibimday. DAMSHEG is an
Upper Hunter group of people committed to a headtiyironment, and dust is a
major health issue in our region. Reflecting omldst speaker, cancers are typically
environmental in origin.

So there are so many reports and so much detaildeess. However, we as a group
are concerned with extracting simple, overall iwgions to our community and
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environment, both locally and globally. Mininghet side of the highway for the
next 20 years will continue to bust connectivitythie already narrowed section of
the Great Eastern Ranges. This wildlife corridtmves for species — plants, insects,
animals and birds — to migrate back and forth, ddg on conditions, and is seen
as a crucial element of climate change resilier@@ennectivity is much better than
small patches of remnant vegetation, which are beter than nothing or starting
from scratch.

The loss of 96 hectares without approval, and atean offset penalty, do not
restore that now destroyed ecosystem. The Huatest much biodiversity to lose
by persisting with high-speed habitat destructibmming for coal. There are many
places now that you can look across the valleyr ffow see mine adjacent to mine
adjacent to mine, a wasteland.

The air quality this summer has been significaptiprer than the last nine years.
This is also our hottest and driest 12 months. dust and weather are linked. The
hotter and drier, the more significant is the allygion. Our last drought broke in
2008. Since then, we had a few dry spells, butfermost part good dust-
suppressing conditions. The spring of 2016 waalideain followed by sun
followed by rain. 2017 spring, 2017-"18 summeryeveery hot and dry, and the air
monitors went off continuously. Singleton did gebd autumn rains, and so the
country now looks in good condition; whereas lésperately dry just up the valley
in Muswellbrook. We point this out because climettange models predict we will
have more extreme weather events, that our rainflltome in fewer events, and it
will get hotter.

While there is monitoring and modelling of dusirttorm the mine operations, we
are still experiencing dust particle exceedand®s. attached the Rix’s Creek Lane
printout, showing extraordinary dust levels. Confng these observations, Office
of Environment and Heritage Dust Watch report fprin2018 has the highest dust
activity since 2009, the year of the Red Dawn dtmtm. April 2018 was the hottest
April on record. This is entirely relevant. Thigeets of climate change are being
felt now, and will continue to intensify, even iewvere to stop polluting today. The
Paris Agreement, in Article 5.1, states:

Parties should take action to conserve and enha@ppropriate, sinks and
reservoirs of greenhouse gases as referred tofiiclar4, paragraph 1(d), of
the Convention.

Given the dire consequences of flooding, bushfires droughts people in Australia
and around the world are experiencing now, andntipact of acidification, sea level
rising, ocean warming, on people and sea life, sketlaat you recognise that coal is a
massive carbon sink. A very efficient way to k€4 levels from increasing is to
stop mining and burning coal, rather than approZ@gnore years of extraction.

I've just got two more paragraphs, short ones.

PROF O'KANE: Yes, that's fine.
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MS WALES: We would urge you to consider the IP214:

Continued emission of greenhouse gases will cauieer warming and long-
lasting changes in all components of the climastesy, increasing the
likelihood of severe, pervasive and irreversibl@acts for people and
ecosystems. Limiting climate change would regsuttestantial and sustained
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, whichthegevith adaptation, can
limit climate change risks.

Continued permanent destruction of the groundwststems, and then no idea what
to do with 143 hectares of toxic final void, sim@s saltier than seawater, are other
reasons we urge — we think it is a poor choiceystesnatically wreck this land,
relentlessly, for the next 20 years. We urge ygeat the expansion. We are sick
from the attitude the Hunter is already wrecked awe know we still have so much
more worth fighting for. And we would urge all Witapacity to make the necessary
change to leave this coal in the ground. Thank you

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: Ms Wales, did you refer to an elttment? Was there some

MS WALES: Yes.

MS RICHARDSON: - - - data that you - - -

MS WALES: I've got —yes, | have two - - -

MS RICHARDSON: Could Ijust look at that, just soan read it onto the record as
to what it is; and if we could have a copy of th@ihank you very much. So Ms
Wales referred to an attachment to her speakingsnethich is two pages, and
they’re maps, with various data. So we will takeoay of that, if we may, and that
will be placed on the Commission’s website withestmaterial so that people can
look at that.

MS WALES: Should | email that to you?

PROF O’KANE: That would be lovely.

MS RICHARDSON: Well, if - - -

PROF O'’KANE: That would be good.

MS RICHARDSON: - - - you wouldn’t mind speakingthe Secretariat, that would
be very helpful, thank you.
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PROF O'’KANE: We do need to ask Ms Dauvis if sheered everything, because
we did offer her - - -

MS RICHARDSON: Is Ms Dauvis still here?

PROF O’KANE: Did you — can | just ask — did yoover everything? We did say,
if you needed time at the end, because you hadidekextra time.

MS DAVIS: No, that's fine. I'm happy .....
PROF O’KANE: Thank you.

MS RICHARDSON: If | could just indicate, the chaProfessor O’Kane, indicated
at the beginning that there is various material ihaurrently on the Commission’s
website under the link for this project, being soté a meeting with the applicant
and the department and other meetings that haveibdieated. So that material is
available on the website. And, as Professor O’Kiadieated, anyone can make
submissions about anything within the next seveys.d&o if people are interested to
see what happened at those meetings, they canlige and see that material and
make a submission, if they wish.

And the other thing that’'s made clear; there agip hearing guidelines, which are
on the Commission’s website, under the link Poficighich set out general
guidelines about the conduct of public hearingsl, iamcludes the fact that, in

certain circumstances, the Commission will accejitten submissions or comments
later than the one-week deadline — that’s one wilelext Wednesday — after the
hearing; and if the Commission proposes to ade¢é@icommissions — sorry — late
submissions or comments, it will advertise the oppuoty and the revised deadline
on the website in relation to that project; se ithportant to keep an eye on that part
of the website in relation to this project, becatis®uld contain notifications.

Thank you.

PROF O'’KANE: Thank you. And can | thank all afy/for coming and for your —
for speaking, and the various documents you'veigem/to us, and the thoughts and
the work you’ve put into it. As you know, for treosf you who'’ve been to our
predecessor body, PAC, hearings before, and eedsirtys of the IPC, we're
trialling new processes that follow the changetholegislation that we're governed
by. And so, as we point out in the hearing guitedi we're always grateful to
receive feedback on processes as well as on theriadatt hand. So we would be
grateful; and they can be, again, emails to the@ssion, or speaking to Rob and
David who are here. And we look forward to seejiag at various other things.
Thank you again.

MATTER ADJOURNED at 2.40 pm INDEFINITELY
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