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THISPROCEEDING WAS CONDUCTED BY TELEPHONE CONFERENCE

PROF R. MACKAY AM: Mr Brown, it's Richard Mackalgere, the chair of the
panel. Could you just wait while we do some foritred, and there will be an
opportunity to do introductions, please.

MR B. BROWN: No, that’'s quite okay, Richard. Tikayou.

PROF MACKAY: Look, thank you. Good morning, alAnd can | just note that
this session is being recorded, in accordance Rithstandard processes. | begin by
acknowledging the traditional owners of the landsuhich we’re meeting, and
paying my respects to their elders past and preaadtextending those respects to
any Indigenous people in attendance. Could | bbegihighlighting who is in on this
call, please.

MR BROWN: Yes.

PROF MACKAY: My name is Professor Richard Mackagd I’'m the chair of this
Independent Planning Commission New South Waleslpalnich has been
appointed to determine the proposal we are abdut&o about. Joining me in the
room is my fellow Commissioner Catherine Hird, adlvas Mr Jorge van den
Brande from the Commission Secretariat; and oririee we have the other
Commissioner, Andrew Hutton. Would you mind indiieg who's present with you,
please, Mr Brown, and indicating your full name dnel basis on which you are
presenting, please, whether that’s in a privatacipor on behalf of an
organisation.

MR BROWN: My name is Bruce Brown. | am a comegtimember of the
Pottsville Community Association, but my initialny initiatives are as a private
citizen. I'm accompanied by Mrs Rita Bircham, whalso a committee person for
the Pottsville Community Association. That's oomplement.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you.
MS R. BIRCHAM: Good morning.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, and welcome. | have samare formalities. This
will just take a few minutes, but it's necessarytfee published proceedings, please.
So welcome to this additional meeting on developraeplication MP 09 0028
MOD 3 and SSD 8169, in relation to the North ByRarklands Cultural Event Site,
from Billinudgel Property Proprietary Limited, tlagplicant, who seeks approval for
the ongoing use of the site for cultural, educatind outdoor events for up to 20
event days per year; a concurrent modificatiomestito amend the terms of
existing concept plan approval to reflect the typegermanent cultural events that
would be held at the site.
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Before continuing, | just note quickly that the apged Commissioners must make
an annual declaration of interest identifying ptisdrconflicts with their appointed
role, and, for the record, we are unaware of amylicts in relation to our
determination of this proposed modification. Araliycan find additional
information on the way we manage potential corgliatour policy paper, which is
available on the Commission website.

As I've mentioned, in the interests of opennesstearisparency, today’s meeting is
being recorded, and a full transcript will be proeld and made available on the
Commission’s website. The meeting provides the @@sioners with the

opportunity to hear your views on the proposal andhe assessment report prepared
by the Department of Planning and Environment leefee determine the
development application.

This meeting is one part of our decision-makingepss. It is not the only meeting
that will be held as part of this process. The @ussioners have also been briefed
by the Department of Planning and Environment aakhmet with the proponent.
We have conducted a public hearing last week, amdasried out a site inspection.
After today’s meeting, we will engage further withlevant stakeholders if and
where clarification or additional information isgrdred on the matters raised.

Now, as you are aware, it came to our attentiot) tivaing to a technical issue, the
email which was sent to all parties who lodgedlasasion during the exhibition
providing details of the public meeting bouncedkyamd hence we have arranged
for this additional meeting today. Following totsagneeting, we will endeavour to
determine the modification application as soona@ssible, but there may be delays if
we find the need for additional information.

Please note that any information given to us valhtade public. The Commission’s
privacy statement governs our approach to yourmétion, and if you want a copy
of the privacy statement, it is on the websiteyar can request one from the
Secretariat.

| think, with those preliminary matters under walwould highlight that we have
all read the submission, and we have access @réaphic material — the various
pages that were highlighted. There will be 15 nr@sdor the presentation, which is
the maximum amount of time that anyone presentdlepublic meeting. And so,
Mr Brown, if you're ready, we're ready to listen.

MR BROWN: Thank you, though — or — | think, befave start, we should do the
same as you've done. We have no politic affiliatio this, and we have no
beneficial interest in this, other than that wemmmbers of this community, and we
felt that this community had been not heard toftitlest in this process, over a long
period of time. So that’'s why our reaction lasewéeo various members of New
South Wales government was a sort of a despertticgach out, “Someone please
talk to us.”
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So, from our point of view, we wrote the submissioryou to go through all of the
obvious things on this site. The most importairigho us, and the most important
thing to this whole community, is that — this apption was approved five or six
years ago, whenever — it's — the horse has baetir as that’'s concerned. The
next concern now is to make this event as safessige, with the right
infrastructure, as best as possible, while at éimestime protecting the economic
benefit that that festival provides to this comntyiniSo have | made myself clear on
those three points?

MS C. HIRD: Yes.

MR BROWN: Okay. So, first of all, when you corfnem a background that

you've had a lot of experience in development, gome up against the first thing:
that this area is a floodplain. Now, the safetyhef public, | believe, on a floodplain,
is — is a matter of concern, because is a high Wdkof the maps that I've sent you

— there’s no need to look at them now; you'll ladkhem later — they all highlight
the depth of water on this site at various — owous years of the — when the one in
100 floods occurred.

| spoke to an older local the other day, and it wasry important conversation,
because he let me know the history of this ovetabe50 years or so. There —when
you look at your maps — do you want to go to one maw, just to have a quick
look?

PROF MACKAY: Yes, which one would you like to &aks to, please?

MR BROWN: To —just go to map 76, and the flotuby; that’ll do. Any one of
them will do, but 76 will do.

PROF MACKAY: That's in front of us.

MR BROWN: Okay. Now, when you look at 76, gafte word “Wooyung” where
it sits on the map.

MR J. VAN DEN BRANDE: Yes, “Wooyung Road”.

MR BROWN: Do you see the word “Wooyung”?

PROF MACKAY: Yes.

MS HIRD: Yes.

MR BROWN: Just to the left of the beach? Okalow, you'll notice, there’s an
area of land — a long finger that is above the Qb@@ne in 100 year flood event. If
you go down to the bottom of that finger, you’lese little blue line sneaking across

and joining the two masses of water up. Mr Rickardand — this man shouldn’t be
bothered, because he’s very, very old, and it thkesa long time to speak.
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So he was pointing out to me that many years dg®-twhere the flood crosses the
road, on Wooyung Road, used to flood first, andhgzin this back section where
the event is used to flood second. He says, beazus drain that used to go across
that sandy finger that’s above the Q100, it's bextkow, apparently, and that adds
to the flooding in that event area. And he belseti®t if that drain was cleaned out,
or a new spoon drain was put across that sandgrfiygu would lessen the flood
risk in that area considerably.

Now, the gentleman made a lot of commonsense twimea we talked about
flooding. He also mentioned another section —aetl just keep on this map,
because you can look at the rest of the maps ingwn time. When you look at the
— the map that shows you the two green dots obtigein 100 year flood event on
Wooyung Road, there’s one just to the left of tlerdv'Wooyung” on the map
you're looking at, and there’s one about a kilometround the road.

Now, from the green dot next to the word “Wooyumg'Mooball Creek is a big .....
drain that used to be cleaned out regularly. Ntisvnot any more. That drain is
silted up, and has got a mass of vegetation ififiat is causing extra flooding back
into that area of the event area. Now, the olgp¢hanks that if that drain was
cleaned out properly, that is another thing thatilkdessen the risk attached to this
site. Everyone understand what I'm saying? Yespmybe?

PROF MACKAY: Mr Brown, you need to present to Uisy afraid; it's not a
guestion/answer session.

MR BROWN: Well, | want you to know that — | watatknow that you're
following me. That's fair enough question, isn? i

PROF MACKAY: Yes, look - - -
MR BROWN: Okay.

PROF MACKAY: Look, Mr Brown, if we're not followig you, it's for us to ask
you, if you wouldn’t mind. Can you please condastthough you - - -

MR BROWN: | will.
PROF MACKAY: - - -were presenting.

MR BROWN: Okay. Okay. So this chap reckons thtte drain to the south of
that flood-free finger of land was opened up agtiat would lessen the flood effect
on this site and if the drains to the north thassrthis Wooyung Road just to the
west of the word “Wooyung”, right in the middle thiat blue patch, through to
Mooball Creek were all clean and kept clean redyiand this drain that reopened to
the south kept clean regularly, you would havelsstantial lessening of public risk
as far as flooding goes. Okay. At this pointiie, Tweed Shire Council’s study
said that the timeframes to get people off this aie quite large. The experts say
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they’re probably half the timeframe. But it idlstiot good enough, even if it’s not
10 hours or 12 and a half hours, it's only five aind it’s still ridiculous if you've
got 35,000 people at risk.

So, as well as lessening the risk of flooding, stao have to open up excess exit.
You can'’t just have the one main in and out antl@ular situation inside the event
that takes you back out the same way. You've getsmall exit that goes out onto
Wooyung Road that's marked on your government rmtpnk — it's appendix B, |
think it is, in your notes, that shows the secoxid@to Wooyung Road. It needs to
have proper exits out to Jones Road on the sodehasid it needs proper exits to
Jones Road to the east of this site. Then youllesved — you've got two — you've
got the Wooyung Road one existing to the northyamdve opened up Jones Road to
the north — that comes out underneath the word \Wogyn the map you're looking
at, and then you have access to the Jones Rolad sotith. Now, it would be ideal

if Jones Road was completely opened up all theavaynd this site but at the
moment it only goes from east to west so far orstheh side and it only goes from
north to south so far on the section closest td#ech. So there’s another avenue, if
that was addressed, that would lessen the risktiigpsafety in a flood or a fire .....
we’ve had enough — we’ve said enough about that.

This acid sulphate contamination — this is a bigrwn this particular district
because, as your consultants have noted in thgortse they’ve dug an enormous
number of holes, they stay at each hole, they namathwhere the tests were and
they showed it is from one and a half metres tornvetres below the surface, this
acid sulphate soil, and the water. We have a proltiere with Mooball Creek
because of all these cane drains that file into BaflcCreek. As recent as the last
month and a half, the sands on the beach stoppetté¢kk flowing which has only
happened three times in the last 40 years. Scotecil had to open the creek up
with heavy machinery.

Now, whilst there was a little to and fro as to vadfmuld do what over this, all of
this questionable quality of water was flowing itihe creek and damming up. And
whilst the council was testing this water and weagrg the test was acceptable, it
was borderline. Now, if someone happens to craelstirface of that site, like they
cracked the surface of the site next door thatdtroeed, the one that’s on the other
side of Jones Road to the east — it goes to thehbethen that acid sulphate is free
to flow every time there’s a flood. And you natat when we have a serious
downpour here, you get a few fish dying in the kraed that. And I've lived here
six years and it has happened twice. Now — saattig sulphate is a problem. And,
to be quite honest with you, I've searched forlatsm and I've spoken to a number
of people that used to be consultants with us yegwsand there’s not really very
many solutions to avoid acid sulphate other tharitdiig a hole where itis ..... on
acid sulphate.

The stormwater management plan, again, is a refteof the acid sulphate. You
can’'t do your retention basins in this area becguosecan’t dig deep enough. Now,
another important section — | know I've only gotrb#utes, so I'm going very
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quickly. Another very important section of thigle sewerage network. Now, in
the last week, I've gone over a lot of things tlvatve had experience with ourselves
personally in the past. And sewerage in itself c&n be done one of three ways.
First of all, you can connect three- phase poweecsite and then you can use an A
Class plus sewerage system to handle the raw seawaiggou produce and that A
Class plus system will allow you to irrigate theidl back onto site at a quality that
they maintain you can drink. Mind you, I've nevren game to drink it myself.

The second situation is a 15 kilowatt solar farmuto the same Class A plus system,
to handle the sewage.

The third system is the reed and pond systemltlegttiave now, which is just
simply in other words, a giant biocycle system #iliws the natural land between
the site and Mooball Creek to filter and purifyow when you look at your local
legislation for a biocycle ..... on a rural resitiaiblock of land, they nominate that
there should be a reasonable — and | can’t remethbarxact amount. They
nominate that there should be a reasonable ambsgptoe between where you put
your biocycle and the next watercourse and thaséevould usually only have a
family of two adults, four children on the averagsomething like that. Now, here,
we have a situation where we’'ve got 35,000 peogileguthis pond and reed system
and using the pond and reed structure to do the filtaation so that we only have
fluid going out into the soil.

Now, to me, it's a huge risk when you’re producthgt much sewage to rely on
natural filtration when you don’t have a very bigtdnce at all between your
localised drains that on the site, the drainsdnaton the surrounding cane farms and
all of these drains feed into a network, into eaitter, small to big, big to bigger,
bigger into Mooball Creek. And | said to one o tild consultants probably as late
as Friday — | said, “Is this reed and pond systayngood?” He said, “It is the next
alternative after the other two I've mentioned”said, “How do you make sure that
this reed and pond system will actually work?” $4éd, “Well, the only other thing
you can do to that reed and pond system is to iclalter the fluid that you produce”.
Now, the other thing with respect to this reed podd sewage system is that the
flooding situations ..... can you hear the — cam lyear the phone at all? 1.....

PROF MACKAY: Yes, we can hear you.
MR BROWN: We've got some interference.
PROF MACKAY: We can hear you clearly.

MR BROWN: Okay. Good. The flooding of this siteuld need an engineer to
work out whether or not in a flood, this pond aadd system can still be successful
because — go back to what | just said. Even ansite, you have shallow — when
you did your site inspections, which we’re not leakivy to — the only time I've

ever been there was watching my grandson run rmsseountry race. And |

noticed these little tiny drains were about twdloee foot deep. They had 18 inches
of water in them, just sitting there. And | thoughitmyself ..... thisis .....
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PROF MACKAY: Yes. Mr - - -
MR BROWN: ..... farmers .....

PROF MACKAY: Well, Mr Brown, you've got — you'rat 14 minutes. So we can
be a tiny bit flexible, but if you could move towdarconcluding, please.

MR BROWN: Yes. No. Look, the — okay. See, biecycle at the moment, or the
treating pond system, | think, is only effectiveataertain point. And I think, after
that, the flood takes over. Your bushfire managers&ucture’s got to tie in with

the way you handle flood management. Your safegdmat you nominate on this
site, | don’t think are good enough. That's whyiywve to upgrade your exit points,
so that your time to clear this site is vastly et

And the last thing | would like to say is that yoeled to do a whole host more
investigation before you can approve this site5sf3000 occupants. It's there for
35,000, and it's handling 35,000 in a — they hawvbat any problems yet. If you
read the police report, it will give you all theasons why public safety has to be
upgraded vastly: fire, flood, the intoxicationtb&é general public, the drugs that are
taken by the general public. An emergency at — egcuse me — an emergency at
night, with smoke-filled are — as | said in thentiyi Murphy’s law: if it can happen,

it will happen.

So we have got to produce a safer ground for tted® operate on. And I'm
prepared to do a lot more work on that if needsbethat | can help produce a safer
situation. The bushfire management plan has tovicthose exits I've just spoken
about. Your safe zones have to be upgraded, begauge just shifting people

from one grass paddock to another grass paddodkharonly way you can protect
those people in a grass paddock is if, a monthredfat festival, you irrigate that
land — mow it, irrigate it, and keep mowing it sihoand don’t leave the dead grass
there, because the dead grass burns. You has&datrafter you mow it, and keep it
short, and keep it watered. And then the riskrefis drastically reduced.

PROF MACKAY: Okay. All right. Well, Mr Brown, d you have a last sentence,
or are you — because we’re a little bit over tinogvn

MR BROWN: Mate, I've — 1 don’t know. There’s atimore. But, listen, all | want
to get the point to you is, | want to decreaserigieto the public here. And there’s
some — look, | don’t know a bushie — I've had adbtattle farms in my life — still

got some — and things like flood and bush — amdrfinnagement, they're
commonsense, you know: any old farmer can goabdite and show you how to do
that, without paying 30,000 for a report. So —nb&t is up to you guys, | guess.

PROF MACKAY: Okay. Well, look, thank you for miaky the time available to
address us today. And, look, our apologies agaitiie technical glitch which
meant you were not directly notified about the pubieeting. In view of that
circumstance, the other arrangement that has bade s, we have extended the
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there’s anything else from anyone on the line was $omething to say, | will thank
Mr Brown and Councillor Bircham, and declare tha imeeting is - - -

MR BROWN: Richard, it's Committee Member Birchanot Councillor.

PROF MACKAY: Committee Member Bircham. Thank you-

MR BROWN: Just - - -

PROF MACKAY: Thank you for that correction.

MR BROWN: May | make one point in closing: ifyoead the police report very,
very closely, and you combine all that I've saidatpublic safety and flooding and
bushfire, and you combine what the police arertgliiou, a sensible resolution can
be worked out to make that site really safe.

PROF MACKAY: Okay.

MR BROWN: But at the moment it’s not, and at thement if you add 50,000 on
top of that, you're just increasing the risk.

PROF MACKAY: Okay. Thank you, and that has baeted. And, | think, with
that, | will thank all participants in today’s meej, and declare the meeting closed.

MR BROWN: Thank you very much, everybody. Thaok.
PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Brown.
MS HIRD: Thank you.

MR BROWN: Bye-bye. Bye-bye.

RECORDING CONCLUDED [10.59 am]
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