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PROF R. MACKAY: Ladies and gentlemen, we’ll commoe. Thank you, ladies
and gentlemen. Good morning. | acknowledge thditional owners of the land on
which we meet. | pay my respect to their eldest pad present and | extend those
respects to any indigenous people who are in atereltoday.

Just before we commence, | note that for those welgal them, there are toilets just
out the door through which we entered on the ragitt that should there be a need to
evacuate in the event of an emergency, we evaouatbdrough the doors on that
side of the building and that the assembly area ke bottom of the entry stairs in
the carpark.

Welcome to this public meeting on Development Aggtion MP090028 Mod 3 and
SSD8169 in relation to the North Byron parklandéural event site from
Billinudgel Proprietary Limited, the applicant, weeeks approval for the ongoing
use of the site for cultural education and outdavants for up to 20 event days per
year. A concurrent modification requests to amtiiedterms of existing concept
plan approval to reflect the types of permanentcal events that would be held at
the site.

My name is Professor Richard Mackay and | am ttaer af this Independent
Planning Commission New South Wales panel, whichtdegen appointed to
determine this proposal and joining me are my fell@mmissioners Andrew Hutton
and Catherine Hird as well as Mr Jorge Van Den Beanho’s at the back and Mr
David Koppers over here on my right and Mr Troy dbg#on over on my left from
the Commissions Secretariat. Now, before | coetjriunote that all appointed
commissioners must make an annual declarationefest identifying potential
conflicts with their appointed role., and for tleeord, we are unaware of any
conflicts in relation to our ..... of this proposeadification.

You can find additional information on the way wamage potential conflicts in our
policy paper, which is available on the commissi@bsite. In the interest of
openness and transparency, today’s meeting is bedogded and a full transcript
will be produced and made available on the comissiwebsite. In terms of the
meting purpose, this public meeting provides themdssioners with an opportunity
to hear your views on the proposal and on the assa# report prepared by the
Department of Planning and Environment before werd@ne the development
application. Now, the Independent Planning Comimisef New South Wales was
established by the New South Wales Government®iftbf March 2018 as an
independent statutory body operating separatetlyedepartment of Planning and
Environment.

The commission plays an important role in strengjting transparency and
independence in the decision making process foonugvelopment and land use
planning in New South Wales. So in terms of whaeein the decision making
process, this meeting is one part of our decisiaking process. This is not the only
meeting that will be held as part of this proceSse commissioners have also
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briefed by the Department of Planning and Environtaad have met with the
proponent.

We will carry out a site inspection tomorrow anteatoday’s meeting, we will
engage further with relevant stakeholders, if aheéns clarification or additional
information is required on matters raised. Fualhscripts of all meetings will be
published on the Independent Planning Commissidrsitealong with any
submissions or other documents that are provideet@ommission. So for those
who are presenting today, please understand thantpwhat you say but also what
you hand up or you present is also published orohemission website.

| have some special notes. On thé& @flNovember 2018, a notice was placed in the
Byron Shire Echo, The Daily Telegraph, The Sydneyriihg Herald and on the

224 of November 2018, in the North Byron Shire newshef North Byron

Parklands Modification and SSD8169 Project. Nowote that in this notice, the
modification number was incorrectly referenced aslification five instead of
modification three. | also note that there hasaly been coverage of today’s
meeting in the local media including the radio thisrning.

It has also come to our attention that owing tecinical issue, the email which was
sent to all parties who lodged a submission duttiegexhibition providing details of
this public meeting, bounced back from some entallesses. So in light of these
circumstances, a transcript of the audio recordingday’s meeting will also be
provided to all parties who lodged a submissionmduthe exhibition as well as
being on the commission’s website, and the perfoéaeipt for any written
comments in relation to the project will be extethdatil 11 January 2019, so I'll
make clear that while you're welcome to presenayodf you've registered, it is also
possible to make written submissions up to 11 Jy2@19. In terms of next steps,
following today’s meeting, we will endeavour to elehine the modification
application as soon as possible, however, therelraaelays if we find the need for
additional information.

Now, | have some ground rules for today, the fifsivhich is that when you are
presenting, please, would you mind speaking clogke microphone and into the
microphone as | am, so that people can hear atithtthe transcript is clear. |
would like to also advise that we expect everybtadyng part in today’s meeting to
follow these ground rules. Firstly, today’s megtnnot a debate. Our panel will
not take questions from the floor and no interfatdi should be made, please. Our
aim is to provide maximum opportunity for peoplesfieak and be heard by the
panel.

Public speaking is an ordeal for many people aticbagh you may not agree with
everything that you hear today, each speaker lgasght to be treated with respect
and to be heard in silence, please. Today’'s facpablic consultation and our panel
is here to listen, not to comment. We may ask tipesfor clarification but this is
usually unnecessary. It will be most beneficialatir presentation is focused on the
issues of concern to you. It's important that geae registered to speak receives a
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fair share of time, and in this regard | note @lhpresenters have been allocated the
amount of time that they requested at the timé&eif tregistration.

| will enforce these allocated times, however sbaleserve the right to allow
additional time for provision of further technicahterials where necessary. A
warning bell will sound one minute before the sgeakallocated time is up and,
again, when that time runs out and | ask that yeage respect these times. | will
strive to stick to my schedule today, registereshkprs sometimes don't attend or
decide not to speak, and if you know that someateet be attending, could you
please advise either Jorge or David at this erideofable.

If you would like to project something onto theesem and you haven’t already done
so, could you please also make that availablergeJor David before your
presentation? If you have a copy of your presamtait would be appreciated if you
would provide a copy to the secretariat after yjoeek. Please note, any information
given to us will be made public. The Commissionsdey Statement ..... to your
information and if you would like a copy of our yaicy statement, you can obtain
one from the secretariat or from our website.

Audio recording of this meeting is not allowed guckr the official recording for
transcription purposes. Notes made throughoutlélyeon issues raised will be
summarised by the commissioners in our determinagport. Finally, | request that
everyone present please turn their mobile phonsesaot. Thank you. So, as we
begin a rather long day, | am pleased to call st $peaker, Mathew Morris from
North Byron Parklands.

MR M. MORRIS: Thank you commissioners, ladies gadtlemen. I'd like to
acknowledge the traditional custodians of the landvhich we meet today and to
pay my respect to elders past and present. Toll&ag lconfining my presentation to
the commissioners with respect to commentary obggartment of Planning and
Environments assessment of the application madéodoth Byron Parklands. The
key issues raised by the department and assesshd dgpartment were the
following: Traffic and transport, noise, waste aradind festival size. | will run
through each of these points. In relation to itadhd transport management, we've
put a lot of effort into developing and improvirtettransport and traffic
management systems for events held at North Byaokldhds.

These include developing a very comprehensive prahsnanagement plan, seeking
and receiving approval for the traffic control plavhich is approved by Byron Shire,
but, first, must go through the Local Traffic Contiteé, putting in place a range of
local traffic control arrangements for local roagland around the venue, providing
accredited traffic controllers, undertaking a vdejailed traffic monitoring program,
and, of course, maintaining a high level of coraidh and contact with key
agencies including New South Wales Police and RaadsVaritime Service, and
Byron Shire Council as well.
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The key litmus test for us, in terms of performanse¢hrough our community
hotline. The community hotline is something whmbvide and promote very
strongly through a range of mechanisms. The nuniiseif, has been the same over
the last 11 events. We undertake up to 3500 ketiedrops per event advising of the
hotline number and the information that people resxeive or make to that hotline.
It's also advertised in the local papers, bothmarid south of the site and as such,
it's the key conduit, if you like, for us being alib provide or receive information
about how we’re operating within the community avidch we do operate.

In this instance here, you will note for trafficcatmansport, for Splendour 13, we did
have a congestion issue that affected Tweed V&llay for quite a number of hours
as a result of the internal accreditation and $eagcof vehicles that we'd put in
place, in part, with New South Wales Police. Thas remedied at the next event
and as we can see, for Falls '13/14, we had thoe®ptaints about traffic. For the
next five events we've had no complaints aboufitraind then for each of the last
four events we've had one. So | think that prosjde terms of traffic monitoring, at
least one set of data that shows that in the maust fpaffic’s been very well
managed at this site.

In terms of the assessment that the department, riieenoted a history of
continuous improvement. It was also noted thatabeand largest event that has
been held at this site, met all of its traffic KPIBhey recommended the continuation
of those traffic KPIs as being appropriate for nueesient of traffic performance
moving forward and, importantly, the RMS also supgd the proposed application
albeit looking at an increase in patrons on a sheges. Looking at noise
management, again, we’'ve put a range of systempraegsses in place including
on site noise attenuation measures, so they'reusits noise attenuation measures
such as physical barriers, speaker array systestesy dtacks and the like. We have
established a noise control centre, which we fopadjcularly, in the last four or
five events to be very proactive in terms of malkiegain changes to either
frequency, tone or volume.

We have attended monitoring during the event. hbb ¢nd, we take, roughly, 200 to
220 attended monitoring samples or 10 minute samee event. That's equal to
about 22,000 minutes of sampling across and arthendatchment in which we
operate, so we have a very good understandingafdise distribution across this
catchment over time. Community hotline, which,iagas | mentioned before, is
our main frontline in terms of receiving informatirom the public regarding our
performance, attended monitoring at a number afleesial addresses and also
including those that have called the hotline, sdentaking attended monitoring at
that property and making any necessary changesstoe compliance with our noise
limits.

This graph here will provide the first number oy of operation under the original
noise conditions, which was a background plus regamd then after the changes,
which included regulating the lower frequency ottbim end, which is the more
intrusive component of it, and as we can see, thaesome significant levels of
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noise complaints that were received prior to beibig to better regular that bottom
end. Since that time, | think it’s fair to say tiae noise management has improved
dramatically. The department’s assessment of diseraspects, in their reports, state
that they believe there’s suitable noise limitpliace across the community, so it's a
zoned arrangement for noise generation.

The ..... low frequencies are regulated as | martidefore, and, again, there’s been
a demonstrable showing of improvement in termsoidexmanagement over that
period. The third issue that the department tuitsechind to, significantly, was that
of waste water, and to that end, they even souglave an independent engineering
firm, GHD, undertake an assessment of the techdmalmentation that was placed
as part of our application in relation to this. Véeparklands, have always wanted to
be able to manage and treat those streams thgéaegated at our site, so we've
always had an aspiration to undertake onsite waater management. We,
currently, have a facility that's been approvedhsy Byron Shire Council for the
management and treatment of grey water, and tlesseent that was undertaken
stated that the design of this system would nedagsint effluent quality

performance criteria, which was also set by GHDthgy pointed to the criteria that
is a standard in the public domain.

We worked closely with GHD and also Byron Shire @ailito refine aspects of the
treatment system and the department, togetherGKD, have developed a fairly
significant suite of conditions to operate and nggnsuch a facility. So they do
support the system with those fairly extensive aomus, however, it should be
pointed out that we have a number of licensed waater treatment facilities that
have agreed to take waste water from events alaoai® on an ongoing basis. It's
not our preferred mode, because as | mentionedeéyef@’ve got an internal ethos
of wanting to treat and manage what we generagtenhowever, there is the ability
to take that offsite. It really does not requiretbe utilisation of Byron Shire
Council waste water treatment facilities.

We have used Byron Shire in the past, however,re@at tied to them in any shape
or form in having to rely on them for this streaimow turn to events and festival
sizes, which is the last aspect that the departnaésed as a key issue. In terms of
event management, we, again, have a range of maeagand mitigation measures
in place including a very active community managed community advocate. For
the former, the community manager, typically stapsrations about four weeks
before the event takes place, during the eventwodveeks thereafter. Mr Johnson,
who is our community manager has been with uslfdrlaevents and | think it's fair
to say he’s very well known in the community in waiiniwe operate.

Likewise, Clair Atkins, our community advocate @seone who is constantly out in
the public domain in the area that we operatedekisg information and input from
various stakeholders about our operations and hewam improve them. During
events, we have an offsite response team. Thsiteofesponse team is designated
with the responsibility of, for example, lookingexflitter or other impacts that might
be associated with the event, and are usuallydaregfrom calls to the community
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hotline. We have community notifications, as latlined before, in terms of the
public information that goes out either via wehsitewspapers or through letterbox
drops and our hotline

We’'re proposing, with this particular applicatiar permanency, to enter into a
voluntary planning agreement with Byron Shire Coluaied to that end, we’ve spoke
quite extensively with some of the councillors @b with the council officers
about how that might look and work and are propp$imat we provide upwards of
$120,000 ..... to a vehicle, still yet to be dedides | understand, by Byron Shire
Council that then distribute those funds for comityuand other infrastructure in the
north of the shire would be our preference. We absve a program, particularly, for
Falls Festival, for Brunswick Head Support Prograrnereby we engage fulltime
cleaners and their responsibility is to clean thblip toilets and to also remove
rubbish from the parks and other public placesiwitmd around Brunswick Heads.
And, finally, our Community Grants Program, whiclamy people are aware of.

In terms of performance, I've got a range of othgpects that are of interest to
people including illegal camping, illegal parkidigter, internet connectivity, mobile
phone reception, trespassing and hotline accesSpl&ndour '14 we had a problem
with our hotline access and you can see there axanscalls to the hotline when it
was working at that stage. We had a problem vii¢ghchangeover to a VolP system,
So it was a technological issue, but it's the dime we’ve ever had issues with it.
Really, as you can see, moving forward in the fdt&f of that graph there,
invariably we’ve had, at some events, up to twadfications about illegal camping.
We've had in the last five or six events, two cal®ut litter. We’ve had four calls
about the internet connection. So it gives youit afta feel from the people that use
the hotline and provide the information to us, wihase issues are and how
numerous they are.

To date, parklands has had 11 events. We've agefat a total of 44 event days
and over the period that we’'ve been licensed toatpesome 1900 plus days, we've
operated for 44 days. Part of this process reduiseto undertake a number of
community consultation workshops, which we hadatsite, and one of the big
aspects there was people indicated to us that nthghbsale, the size and frequency
of events was too big. This original proposal stdram back to 2010, which |

might add, was recommended for approval by the, thepartment of Planning and
Infrastructure, to have up to 12 event days ofaup®, 000 and then four event days
between 10 and 20,000 and then four event daystefden 3000 and 10,000. After
discussing this framework with community membetrsids revised and it's now that
we’re seeking permanent approval of the two evir@swe do have on the site.

Splendour does have a glide path that we've prap@selisted below, up to 50,000.
Falls would always be capped at 35 and then tHeyato have three other events of
up to 25,000 or combined and five community evefntgp to 5000. The proposal
also must, for transparency, includes two othentsvef up to 1500. So the
department recommended a stated increase forrtie Wanter event, Splendour.
Parklands is required to demonstrate compliande MRIs via a performance
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evaluation report before increasing patrons, aedifpartment has evaluated matters
such as social impacts, public safety and crownagament by diversity and
concludes that they can be adequately managedcstbjeonditions. The impacts

of the development can be mitigated or managedgethee the words of the
department, to ensure an acceptable level of emviemtal performance and,
ostensibly, the department does conclude thatithean operate with minimal
impacts upon the environment. The department cdesl that the proposal is in the
public’s interest and the applications are apprtevabbject to conditions. Thank

you for your time/

PROF MACKAY: Our next speaker will be Sue Arndlddm Australians for
Animals New South Wales Incorporated and for theefieof presenters, | would
note that where presenters have made submissi@enspmmissioners actually have
copies of those submissions in front of us durimgsé presentations.

MS S. ARNOLD: Good morning. | would, first ofidike to complain about the
fact that parklands has this huge amount of timenykoday, really should be for the
community. We all know what’s going on and we kritnat the proponent has had
meetings with the Planning Department and no dawitt, the IPC. On your
website, it says, “We’re committed to building coomity confidence and trust in
the decision making process for major developmantkland use planning by
maintaining a high level of independence, expedisa transparency.”

Well, | think today’s effort should be called tithe boxes or groundhog day,
because I've actually lost count of how many tirhead the members of this
community have stood in front of the Planning Assesnt Commission and given
exclusive evidence which has been so well resedrtia# demonstrates, very
clearly, that any increase in these festivals iagto destroy Byron Shire and | am
not exaggerating. We already have over two milliitors a year and | would like
to go to the issues that | have noted here. To@&@'confidence in the decision
making process ..... trial demonstrated massiveré&s and high risks by the
communities have been ignored.

The police recommendations are ignored. Thereemeserious risks of floods and
bushfires, which have exponentially increased wlittnate change. Imagine, really
imagine, a desktop study of how to vacate 50,0@pieewho are on alcohol and,
potentially, drugged, from a site where there igambushfire and flood. And so it's
really clear that there’s a disconnect here, becgas can't go out there and do a
real life situation, and as far as I'm concernedesktop modelling leaves people at
extreme risk. We have had major flooding out theerd | think that the government
must bear the responsibility for any death thapleag out there, because the floods
happen very quickly, and we have seen really bbag that have happened very
quickly.

In terms of the conditions of consent, there ha&nht®emountain of breaches, which
the Department of Planning have refused to de&l. witustralians for Animals spent
a considerable amount of time doing research opdn numbers, which we very
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significantly exceeded at many events. As a rafthis, the Department of
Planning levied a fine, which | would call so mirghthat it's just the cost of doing
business. Let’s deal with noise. Not at any timive years has the Planning
Assessment Commission of the Department of Planimngpite of meetings I've
had with them, dealt with the impacts of noise oldife. So low frequency noise,
which is generated by these festivals will impazdllas during breeding season. It
inhibits their ability to communicate.

It really affects birds. It causes major problemiih stress and inability to

reproduce. Itis a disaster for the terrestriairamment, this kind of noise. And by
increasing these festivals and thereby increasiagoise these animals are exposed
to, with not one single reference in any papergy@epartment of Planning or the
Planning Assessment Commission, is a very seriovusanmental emission.

The next submission is climate change. So wespgst15,000 kids protest across
Australia. We've had United Nations just releaseally serious report on climate
change. No carbon emissions have ever been agdes&yron. With over two
million visitors and now there’s massive increaséestival for Parklands plans.
And, seriously, we’ve also just had a report frone Living Planet that says we are
the last generation that can save nature, andysmition’t deal with these issues, it's
ridiculous to assume that anybody adding a coufptioltars to their ticket is going

to deflect the carbon emissions. And | think tiyat) know, this is something that
really has to be dealt with seriously.

Then there’s the infrastructure problem. Therecaes 5000 places in Byron which
are now Airbnb or other organisations as suchhe@ommunity is unable to find
houses that they can rent or buy because the hglgave moved in and they are
taking over the accommodation. So if you addredke extra people, and you can
imagine what chaos is going to come, and I'd lixk&how how anybody is going to
get to the hospital, much less a small hospit&8yiron could cope with any
emergency out of the festivals. There’s a coloesa of amenity. | really suggest
you take a ride around our roads that we the rggpdave been charged up — our
rates have gone up 32 per cent.

All right. So we’re covering the damage of thifrastructure, and | think after the
festivals are over, you should all be able to c@uean Shores and Brunswick
Heads where you can’t get a park, you can't géhheéadoctor’s or the pharmacy or
the lawyer’s because the place is invaded. Yot @iad a park at the beach, which
is trashed as well. And so anybody who serioushks that the villages of
Brunswick and Ocean Shores can cope with this @s&rés having a dream. Of
course, we've also just heard that in Sydney twapfedied at a festival because of
drugs, and | note that Mr Morris hasn’t botheredlishg with drugs and the fact that
the number of young people who have been affegteattugs has risen steadily.

| think the police have also been concerned alipahd so I'd like someone to tell
me how many police would be needed to manage 5&id8Go find out whether
they’ve got drugs or not. And is this the envir@mnthat we want for our children?
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Is this what we want, is to send them to packedestivals where there’s rapes,
drug abuse, alcohol abuse? Is this the sort stthis what we want? Is this cultural,
seriously? These are festivals about money, anéettivals are now 51 per cent
owned by Live Nation, which is a US corporationdao | imagine what fun we’'d
have trying to take any legal action.

So I'd just like to say, | have heard that you’'merg to make this decision as soon as
possible, and | strenuously object to this becatis@k you should examine very
closely what the impacts of noise are on wildlifdur koalas are dying out in New
South Wales. We are losing them, and the koatas frweed to Brunswick River
have been declared endangered, and they'd be ekpwseore danger and more
noise. As for the community, you know, we're exsted. We have spent five years
providing the Department of Planning and PAC breachnd the fact that our lives
are driven nuts by noise and by invasions of pesple do not care about the beauty
or the shire. This is an exercise in greed. dbsut money, and if you give approval
to permanency, | will say once again, you will degthis shire. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Arnold. | would jus¢mind the meeting that the
purpose of today is to provide the opportunitygeople to speak and be heard by
the panel. So it's a question of providing oppoityito communicate with us. And
that everyone who has registered to speak hasaleeated the time that they
requested to speak. Our next speaker is CarolghieProm the North Byron
Business Chamber. Ms Parker.

MS C. PARKER: Thank you. Hello. My name is AgnoParker. I'm president of
the North Byron Business Chamber, which repredammesses in South Golden
Beach, New Brighton, North Ocean Shores, OceaneSh@igun and Billinudgel.

I’'m also a resident of North Ocean Shores who livéhkin five minutes of the
Parklands site. North Byron Business Chamber mesriigeve voted unanimously in
support of the State Significant Development apgian for North Byron Parklands.
Additionally, at a recent meeting of Northern Réusiness chambers — chambers
from between Grafton and Tweed Heads — and attelgléiie CEO of the New
South Wales Business Chamber, there was unaninnppel for Parklands SSDA.

The business chamber strongly supports the ongaador festivals, additional
cultural events and for the new infrastructureupport sustained growth of events.
The proposed new conference centre and accommaodatiold be a remarkable
improvement to North Byron infrastructure and bringll-needed jobs. North
Byron already lacks infrastructure, and since ttigirmal master plan for Ocean
Shores was never completed, Parklands has beeltamesaddition to the
infrastructure, and the chamber recognises theabdumprovements to the area.
With the festivals creating economic output of ax28 million for Byron Shire,

it's unsettling for businesses to feel there isk of losing income relating to the
festivals.

In fact, hundreds of businesses and jobs rely emilsuch as restaurants, cafes, pubs
and clubs, accommodation providers, local shoms] &uppliers, service providers,
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transport companies, tradespeople and businesatomerand many jobs such as
photographers, musicians, stallholders, securagphality, administrators, artisans,
cleaners and many more. Comments from businessrevinave been:

The last festival was the best one ever. We dichve any problems.

The festivals provide the much-needed cream owake for businesses. They are a
game-changer, and without the boosted income dtestg/als, we would struggle
to survive.

It's fair to add that many businesses feel theynoaspeak publicly about their
support for North Byron Parklands for fear of aliéng a few residents who oppose
the festivals. In living in an environment wheigpibsal income is guarded, some
businesses already struggle to survive, so busisesmnot afford to publicly take
sides and potentially lose business. We acknowl¢kigt there has been concern
about negative impacts of the festivals relatingdse, environment and traffic. As
a local resident living close to Parklands, | hpeesonally been affected by traffic
and noise during the first couple of festivals.

| had a diabolical situation with traffic, with sgdy trying to force me into a traffic
jam in the opposite direction of my house, andvehlaeen disturbed by noise late at
night. However, this was some years ago, and sireag those teething problems
have been alleviated. With the recent festivakscan’t hear the music at night,
even if we wanted to, and some people do. | tlagdeb Splendour and Falls this
year on several occasions and had no traffic teoabhll and no longer feel the need
to avoid the Yelgun exit where | had had troublke ybars before.

The consensus from the business chamber is thidaRds has rectified the major
issues causing disruption to the community. Myaall chamber members have
toured the emergency facilities at Parklands duoipgrations. As a former chief
emergency officer for a billion dollar company ipdBey who's conducted
numerous real emergency evacuations in CBD locsiticieel reasonably qualified
to say that Parklands emergency control centreahaspressive sense of order and
organisation, suitable use of technology, and theyrcise world class care towards
public safety. We noticed very strict responsi®evice of alcohol at events, and
police are strategically placed to monitor behaxiou

The controlled nature at Parklands is in starkrestto the uncontrolled antisocial
behaviour that used to occur in Byron Bay at NewarYeBenefits from Parklands
events include economic growth, a boost to tourimmre jobs, contribution to arts,
music and cultural diversity in the region. On tdhis, it's a controlled and
regulated place for people to have fun, and yowapfe — most of which who live
here today, if you look at our demographic. | obbeghe Ocean Shores Community
Association has not been allocated a time to spadkurge commissioners to
consider their written application, which suppdhs DA. North Byron Business
Chamber strongly urges you to approve ParklandsASSIhank you for your time.
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PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Parker. Our next sthled speaker was Tracey
Barnes, who has been moved to the end of todas;ssth the next speaker to present
will be Mr Simon Richardson, the mayor of Byron i@hCouncil. Mr Richardson.

MR S. RICHARDSON: Good morning, everybody. Thawoki, panel, for being
here and for considering this proposal with theepehdence and integrity it requires.
Like any proposal that affects many, there are liystlaee main responses from
within the wider community. Some simply wish it@anand just say no. They then
take every opportunity and use every reason tdyushy something shouldn’t go
ahead. Some simply desire it so greatly and thslysay yes, and then they take
every opportunity and use every reason to justliy v should go ahead. Both these
bookend positions should be respected.

There is, however, a third response, and thakisgbponse that sees the great
benefits whilst also sees the potential for negaitivpacts, and therefore is able to
say yes only when a proposal can be shown to begeanappropriately. This
position rests on the premise that we need to wiittk the proponents to get to great
outcomes, not just try and stop them, and notgustide carte blanche. Great
outcomes come from respectful and honest relatipasthus we have yes only, no
only, and yes, only if done well.

There are many terrific benefits that come fromngsdeld during the trial period on
this site. From the thousands of locals who queyednd queue up each year to
attend, to the thousands of locals who have redeegenomic benefits, and to the
fact that we are a creative community, these aative events, and creativity is an
intangible and important part of any vibrant comityinHowever, we also know
there have been impacts that are certainly morativegfor adjacent residents and
for the wider community in general. Things likeis® traffic, etcetera.

What we also know during these trials that theneeHzeen plenty of changes,
additions and lessons learnt, and changes impledesta result, and the result of
starting a trial, and this is what a trial is dlbat. Starting, learning, adjusting, and
getting things right. | personally scrutinised thent myself, particularly the first
couple of Falls and Splendours, in those earlysjaggnerally resulting in writing a
two or three page summary of what worked, of wiadn'tdworked, and my
recommendations to make things better. And | tlink reasonable person would
have no doubt that things have improved consigtemtt! that the vast bulk of
management of requirements and actions on thisiaite been effective and of best
practice.

However, though | remain committed position — tppart this site for events when
it can be shown to be managed effectively and stersily — it is that caveat on this
position that’s crucial. For myself, council ame twider community to have faith
and confidence that indeed the site is being mahagpropriately, accurate and
rigorous monitoring, measuring and enforcemenhefrhanagement must be
guaranteed. | share council staff's concerns f@wamatters when it comes to the
event permanency on this site. In fact, | gudssoften said it all comes down to
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poo, and | think on this site, from a council pmsit that is — as unglamorous it is —
perhaps our biggest wariness of this site.

A report from GHD to DPE on theébf November indicates that there are items
related to the wastewater assessment and the dbaigstill require clarification.
GHD provided a list that includes comments that@sMS effluent irrigation may
pose a risk to groundwater and increase on siterlegging. There is limited
comment on the risk to nearby waterways. GHD lmepared a set of
recommended conditions to be included in any agprimr the OSMS. Staff have
noted that should be proposed OSMS not meet themam approval standards or
malfunction, the option to resume trucking of wastter to the municipal sewage
treatment facilities will remain, as was said erli

No agreement with Byron Shire Council is in plaameg Byron Shire Council’s
position is that we do not want this waste. Owvagge treatment plants are
struggling to maintain the excess, and we havenpiatdo breach EPA conditions
due to the intensity of the waste which comes toArs opportunity to review the
wastewater management plan, irrigation managemant and groundwater and
surface water monitoring program described in tfadt dpproval conditions C16, 19
and 21, as a minimum, are essential to Byron Sinencil.

Further, and most importantly, any progressioratgédr events on the site as
envisaged by the draft conditions of consent néeéssure that all the conditions of
consent are met, and that Byron Shire Council msatted and confirms the
adequacy and efficiency of any report submittedeimonstrate compliance,
particularly with regards to these areas of envirental impacts as raised. The
proposed wastewater relies on a few fundamental€ancerns: low wastewater
generation rates; staged upgrade of the OSMSdgeling allows; continued burial
of human compost; nutrient build up; the usehefftood prone area for surface
spray; and the continued transportation of kitctestival sullage.

While reference is made to a meeting between thécamt and Byron Shire
Council’'s GM, again there is no confirmation of eptance by council’s
infrastructure service, nor is there any verifioatof Ballina — but that’s for them to
decide — that we will accept any effluent from ttiévelopment. Thus we would be
imploring the owners to ensure — as they said #reyseeking to do — is to manage
their wastewater on the site. The resultant orsgiteage management system will
require significant initial and ongoing commitmeatresources, systems, design,
management, etcetera, and council would be happyetd with those experts.

| think I'll skip through. | must be talking slowéhan | thought. Another issue that
council has, is the use of the flood zone. A revié our Tweed-Byron flood model
has identified that much of the site is locatedWeflood levels, and the use flood
prone area for effluent dispersal is not accepidialeing regards to the potential
impacts on the northern waters at the end of th®&wvick River catchment.
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I'll just skip, if | could, just very quickly, if kould beg your forbearance. Just the
other questions of offsite impacts. For counaik, biggest costs are the offsite
impacts, particularly around the South Golden Besmuh Brunswick Heads area.

For us, it doesn’t matter if someone’s actually pamg illegally. If someone
complains, we have to go and investigate, andcbsts council money, but it also
takes those council officers away from doing otlagks across the shire, so the rest
of the shire are deprived of compliance staff wiegbing around, and whether they
find someone or not, from a council point of viesvless important.

We also have, obviously, a significant influx otqoms at Brunswick Heads, and
again council therefore has to deploy addition#tsko roster to manage parking

and street waste. It is council’s understandirag #dmergency services and the police
are provided on a user pays basis for events,tasthierefore council’s request that
a similar user pays requirement is made for couadieal with its offsite impacts.
Councillors, just a further one is, of course, tifaéfic and the road management.
Council would request the necessity of a second tioat is connected to Wooyung

to take traffic off and ease congestion on the reatnance.

We'd also love an investigation of accessing thilecaridor. The Yelgun train
station is 70 metres from the front gates of Spdeind We would love them to
investigate the possibility of accessing that asg to transport on a mass level
attendees back through the shire. In conclusianel there is work to be done. The
operators and managers of this site have showeaa commitment to the
management of this site. They are locals who peouicredibly well-run events for
locals and visitors alike. They have used the pesiod to adjust, alter and amend
practices and processes, and these have largetysheeessful.

We now need confidence that permanent processesianagement practices work
as intended. We need clear and mandated suppadtdacil’s offsite costs and
management. If we can continue to work togetli¢hei site owners can continue to
improve and learn about how the site works, thettNByron Parklands team will

then be able to minimise negative impacts andawige the wonderful, positive
impacts that they provide for the thousands ofllattndees, the thousands of locals
who economically benefit, and for creativity itselfhank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mayor. Before you leaW® podium, could | please
firstly invite you to hand up a copy of your scrifgcause I'm conscious you needed
to skip through.

MR RICHARDSON: Yes.

PROF MACKAY: And, secondly, could I just clariffat that submission — that
presentation is made on behalf of council or inrymersonal capacity?

MR RICHARDSON: Look, a bit of both, | would suggie | would say myself.
Council is, I'm presuming — | think giving a presation tomorrow between — which
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| can’t attend. So the wastewater concerns afsséad council’s concerns. |
would suggest — | guess the extra — everythingrdtitan that are my words.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you. That makes it very cledtank you, Mayor. Our
next presenter is Catherine Coorey from the Byresidents Group. Thank you.

MS C. COOREY: Thank you. Thank you for beingehtrday, and I'd add that |
speak also as a councillor, but | don’'t speak dralief council. Like the mayor, |
speak as an individual, although some of the thiagshich | refer are also being
raised by council. As | said, thank you for belrege today. | note an earlier
speaker referred to the statement about buildingneonity confidence and trust in
decision making, as on the IPC web page, and | hopecan understand that it is
difficult for community confidence in this processcause of the great difficulty
people have in tackling what is an enormous unkierga

Just registering to speak, by the way, you hadtentbad a page, fill it out and send
it back, and a lot of people said that the infoipratidn’t save in the document. I'm
hoping that they were making direct emails to y@here at the Northern Planning
Panel we only have to send an email. | say thisulbee every extra layer of
difficulty turns people away and reduces the comitguspportunity to participate.
We've had a little over two weeks between the atibiag of this meeting and now
to consider the multitude the documents, repootkr up reports, assessments and
recommendations that form the application and ¢semmendation for approval.

| very much appreciate that you have extendedubengssions period so that people
can have longer to do this, but of course it inlsibur capacity to address them all
here. Many of these reports and documents havefrepared by consultants,
laboured over for months, and paid for with theremmus resources of Parklands and
international entertainment giant Live Nation, whitas a 51 per cent stake in
Splendour and Falls. Added to this, of course sthrificant resources of the
Department of Planning. Additionally, Parklands laa email list of tens of
thousands of people who have attended the festremts— many oblivious to any
impact they might have on local amenity — who carcélled on to send supportive
messages about the proposal because they likegtieals and want them to
continue.

That'’s fair enough. They’re fun. Why wouldn’t thevant them to continue? Also,
the young people of the shire also love the fej\and | don’t discount in any way
that people do enjoy them, and my sons includedt tiigere are around 36,000
people in the shire and only 17,000 ratepayersngizoe this to the massive fan
email base. It's a figure not lost on us wheroihes to putting almost 58,000 people
on this site for Splendour and over 40,000 ford-atlthe peak Christmas/New Year
season when the place is already crammed withdlitsitors. We can’t meet you
in numbers, only in quality of our presentation.

We have at our disposal local knowledge, a few gemart people and a hell of a lot
of enthusiastic amateurs trying very hard to wéweugh what is before us. It's a
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massive effort for those of us who do this as @raeurricular activity and it's been
going on for several years. Attrition is a wordiaky used to describe a battle, and
there’s certainly been some of that over the yearthis issue, and it is exhausting
and the game keeps changing, but still today méttyeopeople who have resisted
the worst impacts of the festival are still workitagprevent the alienation of our
rights as a community to say, no, this is too muiths too big. Itis unnecessary.
That the approval process cuts across our locaiatb@and we will have little
recourse should it turn it out to not work or hadverse impacts.

Is it a David and Goliath battle? I think it i§oliath was a Philistine, John, by the
way. It's also hard to have trust in what we’llflaeed with when Live Nation,
majority foreign owner of Splendour and Falls hie targest controlling entity over
this site, which is likely, especially that there ather festivals due to come. Live
Nation is becoming reviled by the music industryuard the world for its anti-
competitive and poor workplace practices. | knogveasy to create a bogey man of
the big corporation, and who are bad, and the lgdople, you know, plucky locals
fighting against them, but it's actually not usrdaig this picture. It's the major
news mastheads of the US and the UK who are alréealyng with — reporting on
what people are dealing with, with Live Nation.

For example, the Washington Post — no small fesatys how Live Nation exploits
low-wage workers to stage its rock concerts. iryil The Guardian reported in the
UK that:

Live Nation’s grip on music festivals is stiflingnapetition.

In the US they’re under investigation for anti-traad anti-competitive behaviour by
the Department of Justice, and the chief executivbe Association of Independent
Festivals, Paul Reed, in the UK said:

It's blocking new entrants to the market, resultingtrangle holds on talent
through exclusivity deals and it stifles competitibrough the entire live music
business.

Splendour was a locally-conceived independentfaistor 20,000 people that went
for three days. This new proposal is a ratheedtfit beast with the introduction of
Live Nation to the mix. I'll also add that New Maal Express — which has been the
music industry’s bible for many years — has algmreed that Live Nation were
stifling competition and inhibiting small perfornseto getting into the music scene.

| would argue that the potential for Live — thesaipotential for Live Nation to
actually inhibit the growth of the music industry its signing — use of exclusivity
deals for musicians.

There are a hell of a lot of festivals in this shiiWVe just had the Mulla Music
Festival, a local festival in a local town. Bluestfis a major venue. Has 20,000
people every day across its time in Easter. U gown the road from this site.
There’s no demonstrated need for another large/&site, let alone one — festivals
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of this size. If the justification for North ByrdParklands is that they needed a
bigger space to have bigger festivals before meople want to come, | don't really
concede that that is a justification for anythiather than being allowed to make
more profit. | understand people’s desire to muarksit, but it that the goal of land
use planning here, which is what the role of the I8, | believe.

| note the Department of Planning recommends Pradklaself-monitoring of
compliance should it continue. This must not keedhly monitoring. We will hear
later from other people, | think, who will be speakto this monitoring issue, but
stress independent compliance monitoring must pe.d&yron Shire Council and
Tweed Shire Council must have a role in noisefitradimenity, and the costs should
be borne by Parklands. | also thing that the leygomance indicators are weak, as
described in the assessment document — the apptosaiment — and the oversight is
inadequate. Itis council that should have thegigat, not the department.

| would dispute the number of full-time equivalgwivs. It's hard to exactly say how
many jobs there are because | can’t see any #istactual list of the jobs described —
just an assertion by the proponents that theyheilthere, and it's acknowledged by
the department that many of the jobs — the othHes foe short-term and low paid,

low skilled jobs. So I think that, you know, thenéerence centre is apparently going
to provide ongoing long-term jobs. | don't thirilsiin the hundreds. I've worked in
a conference centre. | would say it was in the gra maximum.

| note also discussions about noise and the noisgpliance, that seems to be again a
somewhat shifting feast. | note the report says:

To better manage noise during the events and ingpaovenity in the broader
community, the applicant work closely with the dépant’s noise specialist to
develop an acoustic monitoring program and altewvenoise objectives.

“Alternative noise objectives” sounds a little liie “alternative facts”, | have to say.
Later, it says:

The applicant frequently monitored noise from tite and collected acoustic
data to refine its noise management regime andldpveew noise limits.

I’'m pretty sure the new noise limits all went up,lsvouldn’t say that self-
monitoring was an ideal outcome here. There wasetalier of the community
hotline, and | attended a meeting at South Melb®®@each Hall. I'd say there was
100 to 150 people. | didn’t personally count thefimere were a lot. It was packed
and overflowing. Several people said they hacedathe hotline and were told —
each individual person was told, “Wow. You're firet person to call and
complain.” That was widely reported. So | doui® goodwill of the hotline in
monitoring what people are saying.

It was referred to earlier that police have consernote their report says that they
remain gravely concerned regarding the possitlitsg crowd crush incident
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occurring. | don’t know how a crowd crush incidémanaged, and it isn’t
described. | don’t know how it's manageable. Gidwehaviour is a specialist area,
and | think there probably are people who can tepothat, but until that’s done, |
would not have confidence in increasing the letelse. Similarly, in the 2016
report by the police, when Splendour had a capati82,500, the police did report
that:

There is no possibility of evacuating North Byrathum eight hours at current
capacity levels.

Even with amended evacuation plans, what is atsa&ein which to evacuate this
site? What kind of emergency might we be dealiith?v We know that flooding on
the site during the March floods of last year, ¢heras — the water rose by about
three metres in a few hours, blocking off Wooyurap® by the way. | think other
people here will be speaking about that. Additilnshe national constraints of this
site have been well noted. This site adjoins @bagttlands, the Billinudgel Nature
Reserve, and it is the last major wildlife corrid@tween the hinterland and the
coast. There is no reticulated water on the dfte.fire were to break out, how
could we know that there was enough water to offssf

There was talk earlier about improving amenity, greapproval report suggests that
the planning agreement — voluntary planning agregmveuld offset the potential
social and amenity impacts and require the applitamake a $1 contribution per
festival camping patron per night for each evdtnestly, I'm not sure that that
really cuts it, but | don’t think you can pay topmeve amenity. Sure, you can try
and mitigate, but the crowds and the rubbish, litstiil be there. You can’'t have

bins everywhere. You cannot improve amenity ofgbeavalking to the beach and
leaving their rubbish everywhere. You cannot imprthe amenity of people who
can’'t get a park in their own town, can’t get teithown shops. It is simply a
guestion of volume.

| honestly believe it is premature to allow thivel®epment proposal to go ahead. |
think there are too many serious issues to bevedoll concur with our mayor that
if it could be done well, then it could be conslrbut | think it is perfectly
reasonable at this point for events to continuéhersite to be licensed as temporary
events. The Domain in Sydney never offers permanand yet there are several
recurring events on that site and there’s certaniyugh for the promoters to plan
their events and make a success of them. In thieps for North Byron Parklands,
the only certainty is that once this approval sged, we will have no say as a
community in what happens in perpetuity. Thank.you

PROF MACKAY: Thank you. And our next presentwChris Cherry.
MS C. CHERRY: Commissioners, would you like mestart. | actually don’t need

the slide to start my talk. Would you like me tarsin the interest of getting —
moving forward, or rather wait?
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PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Cherry. That would lmich appreciated, given
the large number of presenters we have to getghrtaday.

MS CHERRY: Yes.

PROF MACKAY: But, please, when you come to ndezldcreen, we’ll wait.
MS CHERRY: Yep.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you.

MS CHERRY: Okay. My name is Chris Cherry. | #ma Deputy Mayor of the
Tweed Shire Council, but | am not here represerifinged Shire Council today. |
believe the commissioners have an appointment tmwowith Tweed Shire to
discuss their ongoing concerns with this propogald | have also been a
community representative on the Regulatory Workangup for two years at the
beginning of this trial period for this proposalitioday I'm actually speaking to you
as an individual who has grown up on this floodpkand who is a resident who gets
impacted by the noise, unfortunately, at my home.

My position — and it’s a realistic one after bemgcouncil for two years, so |
believe that there’s not a lot of chance that thmunity can fight against such a
machine as this proposal is. And | believe we&tdy spending our energy trying to
get better conditions for our — to manage the irtgpm@at this proposal has. So my
concerns — and actually, before | go on, | justiwarpick up on a point that Mr
Morris made earlier on about the complaints hotlired is used to kind of gauge the
community reaction in the site — of — to the pra@os

And I'd like to say that today when people registeor when people made their
objections to this proposal, apart from the scéliis development, noise was the
single most important factor and noise impacts wncommunity that came up in
those objections. So | think it's fair to say titdtasn’t been managed yet. And
although the complaints register doesn’t give ushmnformation to indicate that, |
think that, unfortunately, there’s some flaws witike reporting system in that a lot of
people — the proposal or the proponent has a corityrliason officer who goes
around to all of the closest residences and bus#sesnd talks to them.

Any complaints that you make to that residencediaiofficer is not formally
captured as part of the complaints procedure. d&mygplaints that are made on
social media, which is a medium that so many peogéethese days, are not
captured as part of that complaints procedure. @mndcomplaints that people make
to their community representatives on the Regwaidorking Group are not
captured as part of that procedure. So | thirféir to say that although Parklands
may use that as litmus paper to test the succabgiofmanagement tools, | think
that litmus paper may have been dropped in bleach.
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So my concerns remaining with this proposal afterdepartment’s assessment is the
proposed noise limits that contravene the EPA ngiséelines for Local

Government. And they're also higher than mostotoenparable festivals of this
nature. I'm concerned about the unresolved iseutss— regarding the wastewater
irrigation in flood areas, the traffic concerns,em one-day events that are proposed
under this permanent approval haven’t been testedwe haven'’t had that trial
happen during the period. And the crowd safetyceoms that are highlighted by
recent events around the world and expressed trenygty in the New South Wales
Police Force response to the response to submgsisi@nmajor concern.

Firstly, on noise, you know, if we're reading tlesponse to submissions report, we
read that all trial events since modification 3jahhincreased the noise limits, have
complied. And North Byron Parklands has a strawprd in noise management.
Unfortunately, those statements don’t quite matih the reality for residents who
are exposed to the noise. So this is obviouslygusew of the site. My family
owns a business to the right of the site, to tiithrend east of the site. That's the
Wooyung Holiday Park. My home is actually, thoughthe — way up, way up in
the north. We don’t have a pointer here, do wa®? Nkay. Thank you.

MS ........... Did you want a little laser poirte

MS CHERRY: No. It's okay. I've got a mouse. &wothe bottom right-hand
corner you can see the event site. Where I'vergoimouse is where | live. It's
seven kilometres exactly from the amphitheatred Auar noise impacts at every
major festival have been — well, have been vemugisve and impacting on us. And
| think I'd like to point out that the proposal émly put notification within a three-
kilometre radius of the site is severely flawetindeds to be in a 10-kilometre radius
to actually match the impacts that people aremggettiunfortunately, you can see on
that slide it's — I'm sorry. It's very small, bybu can see that the topography —
there’s a perfect little amphitheatre just behirftere | live, and, unfortunately, it's
capturing all of that noise. And | know that's tlo¢ fault of the Parklands, but it is a
real impact, and | urge you to make some kind ofsateration of impacts that aren’t
occurring within one kilometre of the site or twitoknetres of the site but a much
broader scale.

At the last event — we have — our family has comngld at every major event since
during the trial period when we have been presethieasite. We have sometimes
chosen to leave our home so that — not to havattagwith it over the Splendour in
the Grass and Falls Festivals. And when we hargtzned earlier on, it was noted
that it was non-compliant with the earlier limité/ith the new limits, it has been
found to be compliant, but | can’t tell you — jlbistcause something is said to be
compliant, that doesn’t mean that it's not veryrgiive and that these noise limits
are appropriate. So I'd really like you to turruyanind to that.

At the most recent event, when an acoustic consudiaived, he actually,
unfortunately, was very busy and didn't arrive Ltite event had finished. So that
was rather unfortunate, but he did arrive withinwatitwo minutes of midnight. And
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the thing that really got to me was that he stéaud and said, “Wow. | always
wanted to hear Kendrick. | just didn’t think that be seven kilometres away while

| was boogieing.” And — I'm sorry, but that's whae said. And so | hope that gives
you an idea of the impact that is at our home.

So I'd like you to consider the EPA definition afdise creating sleep disturbance”,
and I'm sure you are most likely aware that itaskground plus 15. And the noise
limits that are being proposed for times when peewbuld normally be asleep are
more than that. So I'd ask you to consider thiatvould be inconsistent with the
Local Government policy noise guidelines. It wobklinconsistent — sorry — with
the industrial noise policy for not creating slegturbance. And | know you think,
“Well, it's a party. It's okay.” But we're talkim about multiple-day events, and that
cumulative impact is something that is really dising.

| note that the acoustic expert, Jeff Parnellhésihdependent acoustic expert for the
Department of Planning. He has actually releageaber last year at a conference
called Acoustics held in Perth, and it suggestatidiaration of events, timing of
events and noise limits, that there’s a tri-leviatlkof approach to managing noise,
and I'd really ask you to consider that. If | cquote from his article — and I'll give
you a copy — he says:

Restricting the noise dose is a management toolctna be used to manage
impacts. For example, a one-day music event igelglto result in as many
complaints as a three-day event. Likewise, a fmur event at a certain level
may be tolerated, while a 12-hour event is likelydsult in adverse community
reaction.

Anyway, so that's — you know, that's the departriseotvn independent acoustic
expert that's saying that, and yet that hasn’t lsgsplied to this proposal. So I'd ask
you to consider making some restrictions to thengmnto the length of playing, and
consider that of all of the noise limits for otlsates, for other festivals, this one has
the highest and most lenient proposed limits tleain find. So I've attached the
noise limits that | can find to you, but it's wontioting that many of the noise limits
that are quoted are maximum noise limits, not LAgljch is an average noise limit,
and there’s a very, very big difference between ti&o if you could keep that in
mind when you’re thinking about noise limits.

Sorry. One of the biggest actual things that | wero talk about — yep. So six
years ago, | stood at this basically exactly sab&et showed this photo, which
shows — it's a photo taken from Wooyung Road, lngkacross towards the North
Byron Parklands site. | was hammered by the prepbar representatives of the
proponent saying, “That is not at our site”, anat s true. So today I’'m careful to
provide photos of that site. So this is the camground in the background of the
North Byron Parklands site. And | hear you sayh,'@e 3% of the 3¢ 2017, it was

a major event. It was one in 100.” This one isyMA09. This one is January two
thousand and — no, this one is June 2016. The otlee— sorry — this one is January
2012. This one’s May 2009. This one’s June 20IBis one’s March 2017.
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You can see, yes, the scale is very big on this ¢me tried to circle the amenities
blocks on — of the camping ground, to show youetkeect location. I'd just like to
show — this shows that the — when | took thesegshahe water level has actually
already dropped about a metre. So these are theitg amenities blocks. These
are the water tanks that have floated away inltwf So, yep, this is Wooyung
Road, and Wooyung Road floods a very lot. It'sia o five flood issue. So — yeah.
Sorry. | just wanted to show you all of those.eThlevance of all of those is not
only the evacuation and safety of our patrons tsitlso about the GHD or the
irrigation areas which are in this — proposed lis airea.

So the report states that there’s only farmlanthéonorth and that the proponent
owns it anyway. That's not exactly true. Our dalf park is in exactly the line for
this waste — or this floodwater to flow in. Andatts quite a big sensitive receiver
that hasn'’t really — doesn’t appear to be consialetanote that GHD recommends
that any irrigation area should be in ground —swwelaere groundwater levels are
more than one metre below the ground. This cdytdioes not fit that criteria and

I'd ask you to enforce that recommendation fromittteependent consultant. The
impacts of roads is just about that issue of tiad, iike, that we haven't had trials .....

PROF MACKAY: Ms Cherry, | need to ask you to §hiup - - -
MS CHERRY: Yep. Okay.

PROF MACKAY: - - -very soon, please. You're yavelcome to hand up your
notes - - -

MS CHERRY: [ will.
PROF MACKAY: - --or putin a written version.

MS CHERRY: [ will. So my only big issue is thatpon safety, obviously, crowd
control, and I've got just a paper on crowd saflat’s really important and
obviously if you can have another look at the policNew South Wales Police Force
submission there. We've all got young childreive lgot three teenagers myself. |
understand, but this is about trying to keep thafa.sSo — thank you very much.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Cherry. And our ngxtsenter is Mr Alan
Hunter. Thank you.

MR A. HUNTER: My name is Alan Hunter. I'm Coutior Alan Hunter and I'm a
member of the Regulatory Working Group as well, Bmdhere to try and put some
balance. I'm not speaking as a councillor. I'mrgo I’'m not speaking for council,
just as a councillor, my experience on the Regufatdorking Group. We just heard
the mayor say, quite openly, that you get thredtipas. Two of them are rather
extreme. “Yes, we've got to have it” or, “No, wertt have to have it”, or
something in the middle. And I'm one of those gaypporting, as the mayor is, in
the middle.
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| think it'd be just as ridiculous to approve tlisvelopment application without
conditions as it would be to reject it. | thinketk is a way forward, and if you hear
all the negatives, you wouldn’t get out of bedha tmorning. | mean, floodwater,
noise, it's all manageable. Floodwater particylari this area, doesn’t — it's not
deep water. It's not fast water. My backgrourfdisning, and I've been living with
floods and droughts and fires and God knows what fo, and we deal with them.
We all deal with them, and we can here too.

| think this is an issue where we need to take Semgership. The benefits far
outweigh the negatives, the benefits to the comiyiurwe need to take into account
these benefits the development brings to the wtatemunity, and they’re massive:
the international profile it creates for our crebitedustries, our branded products,
employment, and engagement of opportunities in ddwad massively changing
markets. Byron struggles with a lot of that. W&en timber-based in the early days,
then dairy, and it's struggled. Here we are, ar@vcreasing population, ever-
increasing demand for our services and our envistirand so on. We have to
manage it, not stop it, manage it. And | imploog yo show the leadership it
requires. It takes guts. It takes guts to talerghing into consideration and not to
be succumbing to the squeaky wheel, whatever\ithsitever site it is.

| don’t think there’s too much more | can say thasn’t already been said, so I'm
going to cut it a little short, but | will like tsay, as a member of the Regulatory
Working Group, these guys are trying hard. | deaite who owns it. This is not
about ownership. This is about managing it, aedeguys are good. These guys
are very good. We get plenty of opportunity asancil and as a community to
have our input and to discuss, walk through itt@site inspections. They do it well,
and I'm proud to be a part of that and I'm proud&y to you, “Show some
leadership, guys. We need you.” Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Hunter. Can | pleasenind both those in
attendance and presenters of some of the grouesl. riil is absolutely appreciated
that not everyone present will agree with evenyghimat every speaker says, but |
ask you to speak — to treat every speaker withexdsgnd to hear what they have to
say in silence, as we will also do. I'd also dsk $peakers to be mindful of the bells,
as | don’t wish to appear rude in interjectingydi find you need more than your
allotted time, you are very welcome to share yaies with us or to hand up a
subsequent written submission. Our next speakéhiiss Hauritz. Thank you.

MR C. HAURITZ: Thank you. I'm speaking as aniwvidual but also in my
capacity as the previous principal of Ocean ShBrddic School. Six years ago, |
began a very close partnership with Splendour thegve made a significant
contribution to the education of students in ounownity over the last six years.
Six years ago, we had discussions with North Byarklands and Splendour in
particular about how — what our shared values watewhat we could do to

improve educational outcomes for students in oea.aWWe agreed very strongly in
three areas. That was around music educationaamental education and physical
education.

.IPC MEETING 10.12.18R1 P-23
©Commonwealth of Australia Transcript in Confidence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

The first step we took or we decided was to conment strongly around music
education, and to that end Splendour provideduhdihg for me to employ a music
teacher yearly, annually, for the last six yearygdrticularly focus on music
education for students in kindergarten, year lywad 2. That has meant that over
the last six years literally hundreds of studermtgehbeen exposed to the highest
quality music education in our area, with the ergpient of a teacher from the
Conservatorium of Music in Lismore who has workedstantly with our students
over those last six years and made an incredibi&ibation to students in their
earliest years, in K to 2, so that their early esyye to music has been an extremely
positive experience.

We also look very strongly at where we would linkhwenvironmental education.

We have a significant wetlands in our school ancheae representatives from
Parklands come and look at those wetlands, hetiesigin lessons around the use of
those wetlands, and, in return, our students attbitite Parklands site where we also
conducted further lessons in connection with tlhaticulum, and we were engaged

in significant occasions of tree-planting on thte sind students had the advantage of
really being involved in really practical learniegperiences.

Our third issue evolved — revolved around sporttledprovision of students from
Ocean Shores who are annually involved in a crossity event that was run in the
streets of Ocean Shores because we had no otligy that was appropriate to our
needs. Parklands at that time helped us map catnazing cross-country track on
their site, which is now used annually not onlythg students of Ocean Shores but
also schools across the district so that they penade our events, our sporting
events, in a very safe and appropriate venue.

The relationship with Splendour has always beediafrcourteous and with the
entire focus on what we can do for your studentgtwe can do for your
community. So | can only applaud them for thefoe$ and their endeavours to
connect with education in our area, to supporstheents of Ocean Shores Public
School for the last six years with some significaot only monetary support but
involvement in what we do, in being present wherndegresentations at the end of
the year, being present at our events and occasibmesy’re not just — they haven’t
been just about, you know, providing money for senvices but being genuinely
connected with our school, and | think they’ve darmaarvellous job at that. Thank
you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Hauritz. And our nestheduled presenter is
Debra Minto. Thank you.

MS D. MINTO: Thanks, Commissioners. I'd just @adhat I'm speaking on behalf
of the Tweed-Byron Trail Horse Riders Club. I'netbecretary of that organisation.
And we advocate for the environment — environmemtaservation as it relates to
outdoor recreation and the protection of herita@jees associated with trail horse
riding. We are in favour of the North Byron Paridia bid for permanency. In May
this year, we were privileged to use the Parklaii@sto stage an Introduction to
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Endurance Riding event. It was organised for these to the sport. And we could
keep the event course fully contained within orapprty, free of motor vehicle
traffic and distractions.

There were just over 30 horses and riders with @P0support crew and spectators
at the event. Many of those in attendance hadrrsatdoot in the Parklands site and
had the pre-conceived notion that it was for thelestve use of tourists attending the
big music festivals. Many of those in attendanegenalso overwhelmed by the
overall scale and layout of the property and sawatwineat potential it had as a
multi-use site. All were impressed by the standdrdare that had clearly gone into
the planning, construction and ongoing maintenarfitke grounds.

As event organisers, we thought what a bonus ittwasve such a world-class site
only 10 minutes from home. Ample parking for véégcand horse floats, plenty of
fresh grass for the horses, a combination of fiat @andulating terrain with lots of
shade from the marvellous array of trees. Weeétlithere that day and may knowing
that this place could be many things to many peapid it is right here on our
doorstep. Endurance horse riding relies on théadoiity of nature trails over long
distances for both training and competition. Hemseed to be fit and must complete
various periodical vet checks. Horse welfare impwunt, and due to the many
hours of time spent in the saddle, a strong andramg partnership is forged
between horse and rider.

Heritage values of the Australian Stockmen and tLigprsemen who lives depended
on the fitness and endurance capabilities of thaise run thick in this sport. RM
Williams was the first driving force behind endurarriding and that first event was
held back in 1966. Our club has recently beenessfal in receiving grant funding
from the New South Wales Sport and Recreationdrease participation in
endurance horse riding in this area. The futureuofsport and the capacity to
encourage participation in the Tweed Byron aretefgendent on the availability of
land and facilities. The North Byron Parklande $& compatible with our
requirements.

While developed to host short endurance major evMenttens of thousands, the
Parklands site is adaptable for small-scale ewghish have little or no impact on
neighbouring residents and a negligible impacthenanvironment. Small
community events enable those local residents wénp mever attend a music festival
the opportunity to visit the Parklands site. Wegratulate Parklands management
for the sustainable and ethical practices that haes implemented on site to
support the preservation of the environment andaganvaste. We know that there
are many compliance reporting requirements in ai@epntinue hosting events and
activities at the site, and we trust that impaats eontingencies will be managed to a
high standard.

As local area residents, we have seen how, durirniglgeriod for major events,
improvements have been made in managing the opeahimpacts. We
acknowledge that major events do impact local atpemd infrastructure, but, on

.IPC MEETING 10.12.18R1 P-25
©Commonwealth of Australia Transcript in Confidence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

balance, the benefits of the Parklands site outwiiig negatives. On behalf of our
club members, most of whom live in the Tweed andByshires, | can confirm
overwhelming support for this application for pemaacy, and we hope it will be
successful. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Minto. And our nextgsenter is Denise Nessel.
Thank you.

MS D. NESSEL: Is that good sound? Okay. | livéhe North Ocean Shores,
quite new to the site, and am affected by the nagkother negative impacts. | also
served as a community representative on the Regyldforking Group for two
years. But my comments today are based primardipnly on those personal
experiences, but on actually reading the indepanaetews that were
commissioned by the department, the departmentiplaie assessment report and
the recommended conditions of consent. So | haveral points to make.

The first is the current approval, the existingrappl says that any approvals after
the trial are supposed to take past performanoceaittount. | learned earlier this
year from the department’s Head of Compliance @hatal of 11 breaches of the
program’s consent conditions have been recordédrsdHowever, | also know that
in March 2014, the first performance report incldide extensive list of verifiable
breaches that were submitted by a member of thelRiegy Working Group. That
list actually begins on page 517 of that reporyoifi would like to look it up. The
department apparently didn’t attempt to verify #gnbseaches.

In March 2016, representatives from two commun#isogiations accompanied by
the EDL met with the department in Sydney and hdrildem the latest list of
breaches, with 15 areas of concern and multipleireglth each category. The
department apparently didn’t attempt to verify gnether. At least, no response
was given to them. In July of this year, | infortbe department of a breach having
to do with how the community was notified of thdeSmlour event. | asked for a
reply but did not get one. | assumed that alsdeas ignored. To date, coalitional
community associations and individuals have notest @00 verifiable breaches of
the consent conditions; 10 times what the departfsieompliance office
acknowledges.

Now, | actually thought conditions of consent weopposed to matter, and that
informing the department of verifiable non-comptarwould also matter. But
apparently that has not been the case. If angdudapprovals are given for the
development, what's needed is diligent independeriagement of compliance that
is fully responsible and responsive to local infatibn about non-compliance. The
department’s recommendations on their assessment te have programs
continuing to handle its own compliance managerergally not acceptable.

My second point. In 2012, the Planning Assessr@@mmission ruled that Byron
Council would be in charge of granting any furtbpprovals for festivals after the
trial period, and ..... Shire was as an expeaedl Icontrol of the development
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would be restored at the end of the trial. Thiglelprocess that we're going
through now undermines the intention of restorimzpl control. And | strongly
object to that. My third point, the use of a Regoty Working Group to oversee
operations is certainly a good idea if further awpis are given. But that Group, the
RWG, needs to play a truly independent advisorg.rdlhat means the chair of the
Group needs to be answerable to the departmento iatrklands. | didn’'t see that
when | was on the Regulatory Working Group. | sa@roup that was controlled by
Parklands with that control fully supported by tepartment.

Fourth, Parklands says the festivals cause no gicalampacts or only temporary
impacts. But experience ecologists have founassiilaws in their ecological
management and have noted that conclusions caighdt/be drawn on the basis of
the available data. You can only score the wodn&yif you've been trained in
measurement and statistics, and | happen to hal/éhhatraining. The Planning
Department has ignored those criticisms and haspaéed Parklands’ assurances that
they are really no ecological impacts or only terapp and reversible impacts. But
that’s just not good enough when the site is béskbly a significant wildlife quarter
and it's immediately adjacent to a significant matreserve.

A full independent review of the ecological moniitgy to date, truly independent, is
needed, including a full review of the critiquegioé monitoring so as to inform any
future actions. Any or independent audits of atgi@gical monitoring that
programs may do are also needed. Fifth, the depatts recommended conditions
of consent seem to have been done in haste. Bor@eg, a key performance
indicator for noise is far too big and subjectikaferring simply to “effective
measures”. Some conditions recommended by thd RueaService are not
included in the department’s recommended conditigkisd some conditions
recommended by the independent reviewer of theemeaer plant are also not
included. You can see this only if you put the azuments side by side.

The emissions are puzzling and certainly concernkgrthermore, no key
performance indicators relating to ecological intpae included as far as | can tell,
although | must say it was a challenge to get tiincall those documents and | may
have missed something. But that ecological imascte has been an ongoing issue
at our RWG meetings and within the Office of Enmmeent and Heritage. They
called for key performance indicators right frore theginning, and those just never
seem to materialise. Finally, many of the condgioequire reporting, but .....

Byron Council and Tweed Council as recipients efrports. The intent seems to
be purposely to keep the councils out of the walyaasbeen done during the trial
period. That needs to change. And it's reallygumid enough to give permanent
comment approval and agree that all the detailgustrbe worked out later.

My sixth point. The department is recommendingyperent approval for any and
all events that the current or future property ossmaay want to hold without
knowing for sure what the events may be. Any brea®f the consent conditions
will presumably be handled with penalties afterfi, but will not affect the
approval itself. As someone said earlier, it asst pe a constant doing business to
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pay a penalty. So it seems, as others have mexutidiat licensing used by
government controlled events in Sydney and elsesviveiuld be a much better
model to follow, with each of them having to apfiy a licence to operate. A
licence that may or may not be renewed dependirgpenific performance.

In this case, because some of the owners of Paiklalso operate the festivals as
principals in a separate company, Parklands coutdally be allowed that authority
because they would be issuing licences to themsel8e it would make sense for a
government authority such as council — preferablyncil — should be in charge of
the licensing and on setting the conditions thastbe met to obtain a licence.
Maybe ..... Premier Berejiklian expressed outrageut the drug-related incidents
and deaths at the Defgon Festival in Penrith agdessted perhaps the festival
should be banned altogether. That festival drey@@Dpeople. 70 people were
charged with drug offences and two people died.

In comparison, this year's Splendour drew 35,00énakees. 115 people were
charged with a total of 148 drug offences. Twopbedave died at Parklands
Festivals so far, once at Falls in 2013 and onéabs in 2014. The premier then
expressed grave concern about the drug-relatetl dedtcritical illnesses, along

with drug charges, at the Olympic Park festival ¥8r000 just this past Saturday.
The thing is drugs are an integral part of musstifals. As we see at Parklands, the
number of charges appears to be directly relatédtomany people the police are
able to check. Locals who have attended the fdtivow that a great number of
people are not checked on entry, especially if Hreiye late in the day.

So Parklands Festivals will inevitably lead to mdrag-related illnesses and death,
and to think otherwise is naive. The more peojitevad on this site, the more
difficult it will be to control the illegal substares. Police and other personnel
continue to be pushed to the limit. More tragediesto be expected despite the
promoters assurances to the contrary and statemeois zero tolerance. When you
live in the area of a continued ..... face moregdnm the area as a direct result of the
festivals. | will call your attention to the expg@anel that was recently convened by
the state government to study this. Their repalis dor the use of a specific music
festival licence that would govern such events.

Everything in that report indicates that givingmpanent approval for music festivals
at Parklands, or anywhere for that matter, woulddrg unwise. And I will provide
a copy of that report if you're not familiar with il have other points for you to
consider that | don’t have time to cover here,’ksdy these comments that | have
just given, along with those additional points intiug within the period allowed.
Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Nessel. And I'll jusbte that we are going to
break for lunch — a lunch break at 1 o’clock, amellunch break will be of the order
of 40 minutes. Our next presenter is Kathy Nofteyn the South Golden Beach
Community Association. Thank you.
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MS K. NORLEY: Thank you, Commissioners. Todagwlmut whether permanent
approval should be granted or not. Some of our beeslike festivals, others would
like to see them go elsewhere. But we agree thatther approvals are given,
important issues need to be addressed. | wouwddilcall your attention to some of
them, stressing that Byron Shire has approximdté|Q00 ratepayers. That's — and
they wish to bring in three times the ratepayerytaion. Our local council has
been pushed aside with this development. All thegqy has been held in Sydney,
and the department wants to keep it that way. 'Sinat right.

If you give further approvals, our local councibsitd be directly involved in seeing
— in overseeing this development, including comm@d& And they need funding for
that work. If the funds state from Parklands aatthe paltry amount that they are
offering in the recommendations. Remembering thiatis a multi-million dollar
overseas business and we have 17,000 ratepayerarevistruggling to fill out
potholes, let alone cover other infrastructure thanpacted on. When ..... was pre-
approved in 2016, we were concerned about the nuailevent days going from 10
to 20. Although the additional 10 days were fonami..... music community events
with no more than 1500 attendees per day.

Well, those additional 10 days are now eight dayddstivals with 5000 to 25

people per day. And two days for minor communitgrés or less than 1500 people.
The department says there’s no increase becaube ntimber of — the number of
days is the same as the ..... approval. And,an fais approval is for significant
intensification. This will overwhelm us. Thisesitould not be given permanency

for some of the on-flow reasons. Traffic to anzhirthis site is one main access road
that services the locals to the north and sowingrto get to work or for people

living in the north of the shire, access hospitadd other communities. 50,000
people have to be tested, trialled.

Of communities — communications have failed withOP® people. NDP say they
have rectified the situation. But, again, | stf88900 people has not been tested
with this infrastructure and telecommunication$ie¥ should not be allowed to
leave the north of the shire without mobile, congputr EFTPOS for the duration of
these festivals while punters leave the site arsdhiis happened before. Fire and
floor are of major concerns. But according toE#g these reports will be finalised
after this DA has a decision. The rationale igfigng for residents that live near the
site. We often go into drought, though you wouldhink so looking around today.
How do we keep water up to 50,000 patrons wherhidgigpens?

Rubbish is taken away by contractors, but it isadippy what is left behind, and
should be outlawed. Some of it goes to differdatrities, but not the majority. This
is adding to the waste that our governments aretngmg to cut down. The health —
in health, it has been a worry for many medicalptea the area that this is a
situation for a pandemic to happen. We have baging after Splendour that we all
get the Splendour flu or the Splendour bug. Wheine flu was raging in Australia,
we got it here after Splendour. Our health ses/igent down and our community
was hit quite severely.
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The hotline statistics during the last few festvalay indicate a decrease in
numbers, but we suggest that this is due to tweorea There are ongoing problems
with getting through to a hotline. Complaints ring etcetera are not responded to
in a timely manner, so residents have given umdryiAlso when ringing, you can
get a message which says, “We will get back toydinat can be hours later or the
next day. The plans to dispose of human wastéisrsite are of great concern to us.
The property is right next to set wetlands, aeaity important nature reserve and
other areas of high value vegetation. Our courasl raised major issues about
festival wastewater, so did GHD which you've hebedfore.

The independent expert that the department compnisdito advise them. We see
that the department did not include some of the & f2ommended consent
conditions that are meant to protect the healthsafety. Why not? In the last
flood, storage tanks were moved by floodwatersd & area that you wish to place
sewerage, the sewerage plant went under wateklaRes has said that this site —
sorry. Parklands has said that there are virtuadlioalas on their property, but
koalas were recorded on this site in 2016 neaptbposed conference centre,
accommodations for 120 people, a public bar. Tdsekpopulation north of the
Brunswick River is in dire straits already, andsttievelopment threatens them
further.

We don’t see how remaining koalas will survive wiitle significant increase in
event days and event scale, along with the vegetatearing that will go along with
the proposed development. Parklands has beeneallowself-monitor their
compliance for five years, and the department renends they continue. We think
neutral independent observers must also be invol@aimpliance monitoring has
not been effective under the department, and we hawonfidence that the
effectiveness will improve in the future. They Baadmitted that they have other
priorities and that seems clear since they haveégsnly one compliance report on
this development since 2012, and that they dididress all the issues that have
concerned us.

It is a sad truth that these festivals bring amelet that turns our country town into a
drug haven, that brings in people that sell drigsldypes. Our youths, like any
other, are targets for these untoward people. eThave been deaths at this festival
site and others. Only yesterday one death, tireerious condition at a rave in
Sydney. Police check with our surrounding hospithat are the drop-off points for
the many punters that leave the so called stateeddrt triage unit on the site with
the many dire medical conditions that we are nsydo, and clutter up our
hospitals, especially in our peak time of Christmahis is of grave concern to this
shire. If you wish to speak to some of the docéwmind, they will confirm this.

Live Nation is a US company, owns 51 per cent eftttio main festivals that are
operated at Parklands, Splendour and Falls. Sddpais is already feeding
revenues to an overseas conglomerate with a mealedf 8.9 billion. If this
approval is given, we can expect many Live Natieengs at Parklands and more
profits sent overseas. Finally, the departmereéemmending permanent approval,
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not only for the development, but also for sigrafit increases in activity over what
we’ve had so far. The department wants to setpgraanent festival precinct in
our shire, comparable to Centennial Park or the &onm Sydney. And they want a
quick approval with all the details to be worked later.

We do not have the infrastructure to support a Syehize festival, or a satellite city
precinct, on top of two million visitors we alreagdgt to this shire every year,
meaning that there was another festival site 1Qitagxdown the road. Also on
hearing that one of the festival owners spoke itigraent saying if they did not get
permanency, they would move. Well, maybe thatlaian good idea. There are
plenty of other places that would be better fos Hatellite city, but we want
permanent approval not to go through. We want tteebe regulated after every
event so that we, the community, and the surrobagle a chance to have input.
Community locked out of their villages and lockedheir homes. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Norley. And our nestheduled presenter is
Ben Funnell. Thank you.

MR B. FUNNELL: Good afternoon, ladies and gentégm I'm here today to speak
on behalf of SAE Creative Media Institute in Byi®ay, and also the young adults
that we seek to educate and transition to full-térmgloyment, sometimes in the
region. A lot of people might not have heard al®E so I'll just touch on a very
quick history. We're a creative media specialigfamisation. Tertiary education, so
we’re teaching students typically in the 18 to 24ryold range. Originally, we
employ — employ 70 local staff and it's the headtgra for the southern region
effectively. So Byron Bay is very important toasa region.

We have approximately 300 students on the campasyabne time, studying a
range of courses from certificate, diploma, Bachalud Master courses. But
importantly for all our Bachelor degree studertisytare required to undertake a
minimum of 80 work placement. Linking into thdtetFoundation for Young
Australians recently released a report about hosutzessfully transition young
people into full-time employment, noting that tlishecoming increasingly difficult
in our society today. Some of the factors thay tinentioned are listed up there on
that slide, but very relevant to that work placetrteat | was just talking about.

So the ability to get relevant paid employment @lyibu’re studying accelerates
your chances of getting full-time employment bytad2 months. And, likewise, in
building enterprise skills, which we often see repin real simulated work
environments, that accelerates opportunities fibtine employment by up to 17
months. | won't go through our full focus theret fust to touch on a couple of
points is that our education is really all abouairteng opportunities in a real world
environment. And music festivals in this regioe aritically important, particularly
for our audio students, our film students, and em@&ndesign students. We're
hoping that students that are living in this registadying with us are generating
local innovation in jobs for years to come.
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Here’s a few of our superstars we call them, onmypkuperstars. So these are
people that have studied at SAE Byron Bay, havedbrough work placement
opportunities here, and have gone on to do gr@ajstaround the world. So we
have a BAFTA winner and an Academy Award winnerg¢hé/Ne’'ve got a couple of
local guys that started up their own film produst@ompany here in Byron Bay, and
people touring Australia and the world with artis#&e broadly support the
application here today on the basis that we hapeoapmately 80 students in audio,
film and design that gain professional work expsreefrom festivals around the
region each year. This is critically important tein a regional area.

That festival work experience is a proven pathveagruiployment through the
networks and the experience that people gain th&nel just to clarify too, that
about 80 per cent of our students are from thieregSo they’re south of the Gold
Coast and then north of Coffs Harbour. We do aeha large international student
population. So this is for us, it’s really abodtieating and providing full-time
employment for students from this region. And wew from speaking to those
students that many of them want to gain employnretitis region, but often they
can’t. There’s just not the opportunities here. tt8s proposal, | think, provides
further opportunities to attract local, nationatlanternational creatives to this
region and provide more opportunities for our shisle

| think it's always handy in these situations tli tabout specific individuals, and

I've just provided a brief, dotted history of a eadudy that we had here recently. A
young, female, 18 year old Byron Bay local was segto enter the world of audio
production, live sound engineering. It's very machmale-dominated area, and
we’re very proud of this young lady, but opportiestfor her would potentially have
been very limited. She commenced with us in 2@h@, she worked every single
festival she got the opportunity to do. She wasara worker. She worked at
Splendour in 2017 and impressed so much that stegup work on trial as a result
of that experience at Splendour. She has nowhinidier degree with us, and she’s
working as a live sound engineer or a stage te@matt the Brisbane Powerhouse.
That's a fantastic result for us and for that yotlady, but | would say to you, how
fantastic would it have been if we had been ableetp her in this region, working
full time. That's all from us. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Funnell. And our ngxtesenter is Kate Fewtrell
from Connect Northern Rivers Incorporated. Thaok.y

MS K. FEWTRELL: Thank you. Hithere. My nam&ate Fewtrell, and | am the
work placement program manager at Connect NortRerars. We work with all the
local high school students in the Northern Riveagrdinating mandatory work
placement for year 11 and 12 students who are istydydustry-based vocational,
education and training VET courses and as patiaf HSC. There are 13 industry
curriculum frameworks available to students, anel ohthese frameworks is
entertainment industry, where students study thé&fiCate Il in Live Production
and Services. One of the course outcomes istdidests to complete 70 hours of
work placement in the community. Work placemera ganned opportunity in a
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quality host workplace that enables senior schinalents studying VET courses to
practice and develop their industry competenciestaeir employability skills in a
vibrant real work context. Workplace learning addlows the students to develop
appropriate attitudes towards work and learn agaridehaviours appropriate for
the industry.

Within the Northern Rivers, we have limited entemaent host employers available
for the large number of students who study thigeszib This year, we had 112
students enrolled in entertainment from local sthtmrated in the following areas:
Lismore, Byron Bay, Mullumbimby, Murwillumbah andvéed Heads. Of these 112
students, 136 placements were coordinated, orllging 24 host employers.
Splendour in the Grass was one of these host eergloyWe've been placing
students in some capacity at this event since 200@y’ve been a local supporter of
the work placement program and provide structueddcational placement
opportunities for the students. During the lastd¢hyears, they have accommodated
between 20 to 25 students with a unique placengubrbunity.

The program consists of a two-day pre-festival giaent, where students learn the
history of Splendour and event management procedgsbe festival, attend
educational site tours though the different depantisito achieve a greater
understanding of how the festival is pulled togethed assist with bump-in duties
to set up volunteer areas, and take an informabethrough the different stage
areas with the production manager. Work placerae8plendour in the Grass
allows the students the opportunity to put the théloey are learning at school into
practice, connect with industry professionals, is@eal experience to enhance their
ambitions to work in the entertainment industryg angreater understanding of the
pathways available to start their careers withanitidustry.

My colleague and | accompanied the students tpld@ement this year, and you can
see that the students were leaving inspired artdextitement in their eyes. They
were in awe and eager to learn more from the ex@mtdinators. Feedback from the
students is that they didn’t want to leave. Soeszlback | received from the
Splendour in the Grass staff and the transport gemsaid that:

| thoroughly enjoyed hosting the students. Settiaiy faces and hearing their
comments and questions was very rewarding. Thdair and department
manager’s talks are the best part, as it givesSpkendour team an opportunity
to share their knowledge and experience with thdestts, as well as hear the
students’ frank thoughts and questions. Having e of involvement in the
event by local students is what we see as a driarag of this partnership.

We want these students to one day work for thiwdésind support local
employment in this industry.

For us, to have access to this event of this sizerare opportunity for our regional
students. The current arrangement with Splendotire Grass is a beneficial
learning experience for students, and the placenwrient is of a high industry
standard and developed — delivered in a profesisinaaner. Strong networks and
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connections between our schools, local employersinkss and industry are integral
to the young people in our community and allowsrthiee opportunity to practice
what they’re learning in class in a real work eamiment, and it also allows them to
develop work readiness skills and on-the-job exgrex@ which will assist students
immensely when they enter the workforce. If Ndsghron Parklands are successful
with their application for permanency as a cultenant site, this would allow us to
strengthen those networks within the entertainnmehistry and allow us to access
meaningful work placement opportunities for thedstuts at a variety of different
events. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Fewtrell. And our rigxesenter is Laurel
Cohn. Thank you.

MS L. COHN: Hello, and it’s a privilege to be alib speak to you today, and thank
you to everyone in the room, too, for listenintyelbeen a community
representative on the Regulatory Working Grouptlierpast two years, and that
tenure has been extended till the end of thepgabd in August of next year. So
I've had the privilege of access to some of thadaties of the North Byron
Parklands operation and have an understanding af thits involves, and this
informs my address today. Over the time I've beerthe RWG, North Byron
Parklands have responded to concerns and issugghbrto the table and have
improved their operations on a number of frontseiQhe trial period history, 52
recommendations have been raised by the RWG, &hd\a been acted upon. This
shows the importance of the RWG as an oversighy baaitle up of representatives
with local knowledge. It's pleasing to see thetoumation of the RWG as a
recommended condition of consent, and | would Blksoto see this augmented by
annual independent auditing.

| acknowledge that as well as opposition, theraush support for the festivals in

the area. As a community representative, I'vedadmber of conversations with
people in this room, but also people not in thismmovho are great supporters of the
festival. | don’t support the proposal to expalmel patron numbers and festival days,
as outlined in the SSD application, and have keems in terms of social impacts,
the proposed incremental increase in patron numbagoing monitoring and
reporting, and proposed contributions to coundilith social impacts, | would like

to talk about the numbers onsite, not just thegpattumbers, because this feels more
relevant to social impact.

According to North Byron Parklands figures, 35,@@@rons means 40,290 people
onsite, and 50 — sorry, | thought | had five misute50,000 patrons means 57,850
people onsite. | note that the only time in theeasment these numbers were used
was in relation to the bushfire assessment, whoahded it up to 58,000 people. So
to be clear, the proposed increase of 15,000 @0B5drom current limits equates to
an increase of 18,560 people. Can | just clarifyamount of time? | thought | had
five minutes.
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PROF MACKAY: You're listed for three minutes, bytu asked for the shortest
amount of time, so please take five.

MS COHN: Thank you. | did request five, is mydenstanding. Apologies for
that. The assessment maintains that any sociadtare temporary in nature.
However, the increase in days and numbers will seamdly increase demand on the
short-term holiday rental market in Byron Shire aeighbouring shires. This has
knock-on effects, reducing the long-term housingakmarket. Byron Shire is
currently one of the least affordable places te hwd rent, and the lack of housing
for low to middle income workers is changing theiabstructure of our community.
The proposed increase in numbers will exacerbéeagsue, and | believe it's
important to acknowledge that this is a 365 daysypar social impact, not a short-
term impact.

In terms of the incremental increases to patronbrars) while | don’t support the
overall increase, | would like to address the aggest’'s recommendation to adjust
the increase to 5000 per year from the propose@.758is is, from what | can see in
the report, due to advice from the RMS regardiaffitr and RFS regarding fire
management. If there’s to be an increase in patuonbers, the incremental
increases, | argue, should remain at 2500 per gsahey have through the trial
period, as this has shown to be a successful aneprformula. It has allowed
North Byron Parklands to respond to issues thaeand stay within their KPIs.
The jump to 5000 is unproven. | know, as an RWGnimer, that the North Byron
Parklands finds itself faced with new scenariostipaarly in regard to traffic, every
year as patterns change unpredictably.

Another unpredictable factor is, of course, thetivea We’'re undoubtedly seeing
an increase in severity and frequency of hot weatents and fire events, and while
North Byron Parklands has an impressive emergeonira centre and various
contingencies and plans in place, we don’t yet kneally what the weather is going
to be doing, so, again, precautionary principlepuld say 2500, as has shown to be
workable to date, to ensure patrons’ safety. fimseof reporting, it's not clear to me
from the assessment report and the proposed cormeditions what happens in
terms of reporting when the numbers reach the megpoaximums of 70 — of
57,850 for Splendour. The report says ongoing toang. Does this mean they
need to continue to reach the KPIs? What happehey don’t meet the KPIs? And
is there a provision for the numbers to be wouraklifit looks like they can’t meet
the KPIs? | have another point about contributimnsouncil. I'm conscious that

my time is up, and | will submit those in writind:hank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Cohn, and as with@ksenters, you're very
welcome to add a written submission. Our nexteatey is Marc Patten from Shores
United Soccer Club. Thank you.

MR M. PATTEN: Thanks, everyone. | haven't preggha speech, as such. I've got
to go to work straight after this, so | thoughtdwld wing it from the heart,
basically. Yes, my name is Marc Patten. | ampifesident of Shores United Soccer
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Club. I understand the polarisation of views wibpect to this festival. It's
certainly in evidence | just got called a nasty ediy somebody who thinks I'm
going to speak in support, but —and | am, butshar for the course. Look, | don’t
actually attend these festivals. I'm a bit of davtome rocker, and these days | can
only part one or two nights and not three or fivet | do understand that they are
very, very significant. | live close to the festiside in North Ocean Shores. Very
close. And whilst that's true, and | have heaglrttusic from the festival at times
when the wind is blowing, | don’t consider it to significant from where | live. I'm
less than five kilometres from the site.

From a policing point of view, I'm a retired policéficer. Whilst it certainly taxes
police with respect to numbers and job priorityn hot aware of any significant
policing issues with respect to the festival. Sdregs are an issue, but | would say
that that's more a cultural issue with our youttiay. | mean, | went to the Mullum
Festival. On the last day, around about 10 o’'cléskowed up. Much more low
key than Byron Parklands as a festival. I've nesgan so many wasted people in
my life. They're off their tits. There were loadsthem all over the roads, and |
would submit that that is a cultural thing. Parkla area is contained, and | think
much more organised than the Mullum festival.

| also appreciate the added congestion the inffdggiivalgoers puts on our
community, but having said that, look, | believe thenefits to our community,
business community, education community, sportiogigs, and other not-for-profit
organisations far, in my opinion, outweighs theatag. North Byron Parklands
contribute literally thousands of dollars to th@wmunity, to our business
community, to our not-for-profit sporting groups,marious groups. To name a few,
Ocean Shores Primary School — | think Chris waslepg earlier — The Pocket
Primary School, the Brunswick Heads School, ea&yning centres, sporting clubs,
the tennis club, our club. This year, our clubevable to purchase practice shirts for
every child and every adult in the entire club.aff$ 1140 people aged six to 60. We
simply could not exist without this assistance.aflis how vital it is to us. I'm not
suggesting there aren’t challenges, but the fddtseomatter are, ladies and
gentlemen, we would not exist as a sporting clubevit their assistance. We just
had our most successful season ever in all gradelsywe cannot survive with that —
without that assistance.

The cost, if any of you know — and | suspect méstoo do — to run a not-for-profit
sporting organisation in this day and age are eanosn Byron Shire Council charge
us about $1000 a year just to use the oval, antherepay 15 per cent of our
maintenance cost to the shire for that. We do mibstir maintenance ourselves:
painting, line marking, canteen, purchasing of eantequipment, sporting balls,
goals, nets, socks. We can'’t do it without thesistance. Really, in summarisation,
you know, without the risk of repeating myselfjrhily believe that the benefits
outweigh the negatives, and | would ask those \whdyaps, are a little negative to
consider the benefit to our business and local comityn That's all. Thank you.
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PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Patten. I’'m intendinigat if the next two
presenters take their allocated times, that wehaie two more presentations before
breaking for lunch. | mention that in case thaiates a problem for any subsequent
presenters, in which case, could you please leidd@vJorge know. Our next
presenter, therefore, is Mr Michael Hunt. Thank.yo

MR M. HUNT: Thank you. Yes, we have sent thalhe-economic report that was
done by HillPDA to an academic to get an actua¢ctiye response, but we haven't
had a reply yet. I'm hoping that | can get thayoo by email in the next week. So |
won't talk about that. The actual HillPDA repothere’s a lot to be said about that.
It was — yes, | won’t go on about it. One thingtth clear from all the documents,
from whoever has prepared them from the DepartmieRtanning, anyway, and the
consultants is that not one word has been saidtabelocal entertainment industry
which used to exist here, which is still — thergtil a small part left. Some of the
people here today have tried to suggest that it'd@kist or whatever. It has been
valued at zero, anyway. The consumption that'sioowy has just been shifted from
the traditional venues to the new venues, as stegyby HillPDA, in fact, and by
many other people.

There’s absolutely no indication that there’s aewrtonsumption, because nobody
did the figures in the old days. There used ta BEntastic home-grown
entertainment industry around here, but nobodyewlotvn the GDP, the GVA. It
was significant. We know it was there for a numiereasons. One of them is that |
found this yesterday. This is a magazine from 1:989e scanned this, and | will
leave you a copy of it on a CD — which shows whas going on in the
entertainment industry in 1989, and it wasn’t noghi There was actually a lot
happening. There were a lot of venues who wergrfgpkocal, national and
international artists — that's a spare one — adlrdke place, places that have stopped
doing it now. The number of gigs listed here iI83%vas — is actually higher for
bands, duos and solos, than it is in the Echo otiyrel had a look in the Echo, and |
invite you to do the comparison yourself.

Despite the fact that the population here has aaljthe number of tourists has
trebled, the population of Byron Bay, in fact, lgasdrupled, but the entertainment
industry is actually smaller than it was at 198% actually at about 80 per cent —
judging by the number of gigs that are happenitgat about 80 per cent currently
of the size it was in 1989. So with a doublingh# population there’s twice as
many people, twice as many cars, but we only h@vee8 cent of the industry. So
effectively, per capita, what we have is 40 peit ofithe industry that we had in
1989. And this has been caused mainly by thedotrtion of these big festivals.
You can see the evidence not only in this magamhéh | looked through, but in
the bricks and mortar. The bricks and mortar db@'t There was significant
investment made in the entertainment industry imahea in the late 80s, all through
the 90s, and into the noughties. Significantavite you to go and have a look at it.
If you can't tell when the build was done, ask some There are no — no projects
happening at the moment. Nothing.
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Why is this? It's because you've tilted the playifireld in favour of big business.
It's because they don’t have to abide by the sagalations that everyone else does.
They get — they get a sweetheart deal, basicaley don’t have to conform with
the flood regulations, for instance. They're alémito develop on a floodplain.
Nobody else is allowed to do this. The licensimgd. The police have said they
can't police nine bars. No one else can open a bar asked the council if | could
open a bar across the road from the Splendour $hey laughed at me, you know.
It's not going to happen. They have — they pawsidally, they operate nine bars
and they’re paying rural rates, and they don’'t haveonform with any of the
council regulations which constrain all the othesibesses in this area.

Their competition is not fair. If they had takeveothe operating the same — under
the same deal that everyone else gets, it woutdn&a problem. None of this would
be happening. None of us would be here todayeif thad to abide by the same
regulations which constrained everyone else, aisdgtwhy it's not fair. The noise
regulations. They have tilted the playing fieldywhleavily in their favour, and as a
result, the local entertainment industry is nowp40 cent of what it used to be. The
existence of this — there was a magazine in —ctiuae out every fortnight about the
local entertainment industry. There is none ndlere’s nothing now. There was
an entertainment agency booking bands. They bodikeaty Barnes. Here we go:

Encore Entertainment present Jimmy Barnes at tembare Workers Club.

There’s no entertainment agency in this area amgpieecause the industry cannot
support one. It's basically a big fat lie abous tindustry being worth nothing and
that you can demolish it, and that this consumpisamew or fresh consumption. It
is not. It has been transferred from other venaled,the fact that no one wrote down
the GDP and GVA at the time means you can writdfjtand that's pretty tragic. So
the locals, you know, who get thrown under the liphis sort of thing. It's the
building industry that used to work in this areaingj the renovations in pubs and
clubs. They weren't all locals. They came froinoakr the place. The bands, the
local, the national, the interstate bands. Thagejgst aren’t there any more. The
people who are offering the PAs, the bar staff stingpliers of all the goods and
services for that entertainment industry. Thewo& receiving 40 per cent — the
business is 40 per cent of what it would have litiéinad continued on the
trajectory it was on in 1989. If these big feskiviaad not been invited in on a
sweetheart deal and given the opportunity to pist the fat — it is unfair.

Some of the people — you know, there are — you niiglie heard of Lake Ainsworth
in Lennox Head. One of the Ainsworth family hadipas a kid. He became an
excellent saxophone player, ended up playing wiglvi€ Wonder, people like that,
Shirley Bassey. He’s back in Byron. He can’t@ejfig in this area because it is so
quiet. People like Jim Kelly and Greg Lyon, regatds the best guitar player and
bass player in Australia by musicians. You've pioly never heard of them.
You've certainly heard them on the radio. You vebbbhve seen them on TV.
They're doing about two gigs a year, where theydusalo two every week.
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Someone like Louis Burdett. Remember that Whitlaorsy about Louis Burdett?
He can’t get a gig. And it goes on and on. ThesBppliers, etcetera.

You know, you've shown us what this — it's basigabme sort of alliance between
big business and government which tilts the playielgl against the smaller
businesses, the medium businesses. It allows thémng in workers from overseas
who aren’t being paid the award rate. One of treakers earlier spoke about that.
That is definitely happening. The workers, if y@alculate what's being spent — the
number of jobs claimed divided into the amount’thpaid is less than the minimum
wage, so those are the sort of jobs that are beadg available on less than
minimum wage. And you're throwing a lot of the &entertainment industry under
the bus in the process, and yes, if it goes alveadyon’t forget it. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Hunt. Following sonaglvice from one of the
presenters today, we will actually have two presentso we will take lunch a little
after 1 o’clock. So our next presenter is beirigrivened, and that is Ms Tina Petroff
from Ocean Shores Tidy Town Committee. Thank you.

MS T. PETROFF: Thank you. Yes, my name is Tiaad#f, and I'm the president
of Ocean Shores Tidy Towns. For six years nowtiNByron Parklands have been
working hard behind the scenes to establish a wabalss sustainable arts and
cultural centre. They had to agree to and worugh hundreds of conditions from
Byron Shire Council which other event sites, like Blues and Roots Festival, do
not have to comply with. They’re continually imphog their 660 acre property,
which, only a decade ago, was degraded cattle wgal €ane farm. They listen to
locals and the wider community and improve roatisrivally and externally to get
better traffic flow; installed expensive directadrsound systems so those who don’t
attend get a good night’s sleep; provided portalié poles for patrons; they've
provided nearly 500 composting toilets, nearly 806ar showers for patrons, and
taught patrons and the wider community how to ebthe degraded property that
they have cared for for years now.

It's an expensive endeavour, even when they darotkif they have a permanent
place here, but they’re willing to have a go fdredter outcome for their patrons at
the event site and for the good of the local comitgwand the economy. They're
continually giving back to local groups with graatsd funding each year, more than
most people realise. If it wasn't for their gergty, Ocean Shores would still not
have a children’s playground and public toiletsrhe50 years after the town was
established. Splendour donated the full 15,00fhtgage a specialist playscape
designer that began the process and the professmmsultation that all local
schools were involved in to find out exactly what &ids wanted in a playscape, and
nearly ..... public toilets, public barbecue famh, park seating, and so far our
requested play equipment, in a beautiful, nats@jal space in Ocean Shores.

| don’t want to be another town in Australia whovédo wait 50 years for public
toilets and proper play space facilities. It'schéy watch three generations of kids
miss out on play equipment. And until people smhow important this park is for
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our kids in this community, you won't full underathhow important and generous
Splendour donations are. Splendour donated tdiolyrTowns team — they

provided mowers, brush cutters and harnesses atehighed the tools we needed to
continue our land care work in the public reserv@sid for public reserve, actually,
in Ocean Shores — after 26 years of volunteeriNg. received no support from
Byron Shire Council. So those community grants enailr land care work so much
easier.

| listened to many young people I've met when lateended a number of Splendour
and Falls Festivals at North Byron Parklands anedr that Splendour has one of
best names in event management too. And studeatent management flock from
all parts of the country and around the world artetheir strategies. Everyone
works from the ground up learning recycling, remsipg, litter reduction, collecting
rubbish throughout the events and it's amazing whatons leave behind. Hundreds
of rubber boots, sleeping bags, tents, camping<laid tables, blow up mattresses,
blankets and linen and all are collected and largtland given to many homeless
youths in this area through their alliance with i@bEutures Connecting Homes
program. This is just one of the many organisatieports groups, schools,
community gardens, junior surf club lifesaving,giéourhood centres ..... rescue
services, homeless shelters and breakfasts, la@ksheds, youth theatre, WIRES
Wildlife Care, Meals on Wheels, Land Care and soaymaore community initiatives
that they have supported over the past 17 years.

Wouldn't it be great if all levels of governmenipgwrted us so well from petrol
taxes or parking fees, for instance? They have then information centre and
provide ..... ideas and transport to local towrthtentures to encourage their patrons
to experience more of — more out in a day in theoByShire and countless
businesses benefit from this initiative too. H'great legacy to pass on to this
community for sustainability, unity and the valwes hold dear in vision and goals
for the strategic planning in Ocean Shores. WeastByron — North Byron
Parklands MOD 5 concept approval proposal MP 08B@0#&1 we hope they are
successful with their proposal for a permanenaad cultural centre at North Byron
Parklands and we want them to know, no matter Whappens after this day, many
communities, especially those in the north of tlyeoB Shire, will always be grateful
for their support. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Petroff. I've had aher note passed. So I'm
proposing we will shortly hear from Jesse Carr@hn | just check, please, whether
Alec Enalda is in the room? Well, that problemdrae self-solving just then. So,
look, one more presentation before we adjournuioch and that is from Jesse
Carroll. Thank you.

MR J. CARROLL: Thank you. Good afternoon, my maisiJesse Carroll. | will
be speaking on behalf of St Joseph’s College BaRonat Catholic School’s Office
Diocese of Lismore and as an educator in vocatiedatation and training in the
entertainment industry. I've taught senior studentcertificate Il in live production
and services since 2012. The foundation .....essfal of ..... delivery in a school
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setting is the inclusion of industry relevant tiaghand work experiences. The
Splendour in the Grass team has been working imghip with Connect Northern
Rivers to secure work placement opportunities fdegainment industry students.

In a regional area where ..... challenge to proindestry relevant placements for
student. In an industry where employers are rehidb take on younger workers it
is greatly appreciated that organisers have masi@dssible. | can attest that the
inclusion of students in the Splendour in the Gassluction for work placement
opportunities has been beneficial to their coueserling. | wish to express the
sentiment of students who, unfortunately, couldspeak today due to school
assessment work. They found the scale of theesji@pment and logistics very
impressive. They’ve gained a better understandireuipment differences in terms
of audio, lighting and vision. They were also auar interested in the growth and
the future of the festival site. | have conduatkss activities that focused on energy
consumption, power distribution and the difficutief all this on large scale outdoor
events.

In the school environment students regularly pigdi® in a bump in bump out set
up, patching, programming and operating of entemeaint industry equipment. The
key areas of focus for their course are audiotiligh staging, vision systems,
workplace health and safety, customer service asr#fimg in the entertainment
industry. Their experiences at school need todm¢extualised and consolidated by
real life experiences. The Splendour in the Gpasduction allows students on the
North Coast to have opportunities equal to and etbe calibre of the opportunities
that metropolitan schools have.

For example, Sydney-based entertainment indusidests have numerous large-
scale events which they can work and observe. Noo&ast students are now very
privileged to work on such a prestigious eventwrhsan amazing festival ground.
All the tasks students complete at school are ptesehe festival, however, are
given more opportunity to see it on a larger scéis.parts of their units of
competency students must understand changes @ntegainment industry and also
how environmental factors are being consideredailplvithin large scale events.

| frequently use case studies from the Live Perforoe Australia website to reiterate
to students the importance of ..... live perfornearspecifically the articles and video
content based around effective energy managemeaitgaf scale music festivals, ie,
Falls and Splendour, are valuable, reliable andildet resources for students.
Festivals aside, | could envisage the use of theipect as a learning tool to educate
students about the importance of ..... live perforoe in the years to come. It’s not
limited to the entertainment industry students HSC content could also be covered
by field trips, case studies and assignments.

As LPA, Live Performance Australia, are the pea#tybior the live performance
industry in Australia, and this information is peason their site, | trust that the
North Byron Parklands Management is on the wayisuot the cutting edge of
making events more sustainable and truly worldsclal® make industry
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connections, to see the most up to date industhntdogy and consolidate learning,
the North Byron Parklands site, in conjunction wighlendour in the Grass, is the
perfect opportunity for our North Coast studenthanks for your time.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Carroll, and may | &akhe opportunity, on
behalf of the Commissioners, to thank all of thespnters from this morning and
those present for their conduct during the presems We will now break for
lunch. We will resume this afternoon. We will leaa short break during the
afternoon but we will not resume before 2 pm. fSbase who wish to watch or to
participate and present could be back by 2 o’ctbek we will get underway then.
Thank you very much.

RECORDING SUSPENDED [1.08 pm]

RECORDING RESUMED [2.00 pm]

PROF MACKAY: Good afternoon and thank you ag#adjes and gentlemen. We
will resume the meeting. Can | please advise fatiih order to accommodate
commitments of some of the presenters there widl Bight shuffle to the order just
to assist with that process. So the next fiveqaresss in order will be Alec Enalda,
then Stephen Connelly, then Doug Williams, Stellagillon and Peter Wotton.
After which we will resume the run sheet which baen disturbed. Which then
brings us to our next presenter schedule is Aleadden who was not present before
lunch. Is Alec Enalda in the room? Well, thatsiget us off to an efficient start. |
would invite Stephen Connelly to present. Thanik.yo

MR S. CONNELLY: Commissioners, thank you for tygportunity to speak. I'm a
town planner by trade. I've worked in the region $ome 30 years now. | had the
pleasure of being engaged by the Parklands peo@@d9 and | prepared the
original environmental assessment report and sesbiwith the environmental
impact statement which is the subject of thesds-citnsideration. We — | am really
happy with the conditions of consent that have leeammended to you there.
They're logical, they're hard but they're fair. dweonditions, though, | seek for you
to change. Those conditions relate to D9 and A7.

So at D9 the recommended conditions provide fosipigafor the Splendour in the
Grass, the Large Winter and for the Large Summbs Fastival Byron and the
consent, as drafted, provides for the staging ecged for the Splendour event in
5000 person increments and for the Falls Festivatdceed in 5000 increments.

I’'m here today to put it to you that the work thats done to prepare the impact
assessment was founded on hard evidence abouwiheity of the road system in
the locality to sustain the event — events as @ego That work was calibrated with
the other works that have to be done to move tkatean. So the idea of having the
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42 and a half thousand and 50,000 equates to sesiorks that have to be
completed before the Large Winter event can mowe 85,000 persons.

That calibration is really quite important in terofsthe viability of the operation but
also in terms of the phasing. So without any dlinigbabout the mathematics or the
basis or the logic or the robustness of the aralyssit has been completed, a
suggestion has been made that it be 5000 increm&hts difference in — between
the seven and a half and the 5000, particularly, fea the first event, would be
imperceptible. So any person who’s looking atttaéfic and evaluating and just a
person on the street will not discern the diffeeenBut the difference for the actual
operation of the festival and its smooth economiming is really important. The
second part of table 4, consent condition D9, mlesifor the stage 2 for the Falls
Festival to be at 30,000.

Now, this site has run 35,000 event, it has rsudcessfully, it has run it
successfully in terms of traffic, at noise and@aH. But it was a concern in relation
to traffic that maybe caused the increment propo&mlin our response to
submissions we looked at the traffic that was enlitghway system at the time of
this event and you will discern, if you look at aasponse to submissions, that the
background traffic load is within the same paramseés the traffic load for the
50,000 event that has been specified for — forr®juar. So to cut it into a — its bite
sized piece, there is nothing in the modellingher éxamination that has been done
to suggest that Falls Festival can’'t run at 3588 35,000 is being run successfully
at the site.

The other condition | would like you to considelates to condition A7. A7 allows
for a — the provision of a — effectively, a perfamse evaluation report that allows
for Splendour to proceed to its stage 2 with tHensgsion of a particular report.
And all it has asked, in terms of that, is that edacility should reasonably apply to
the Falls Festival. I've provided Jorge with a @b my written submission and in
that | have the detail of suggested edits to tmelitions. Thank you,
Commissioners.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Connelly. Our nextgsenter is Mr Doug
Williams.

MR D. WILLIAMS: Good evening, everyone. My narse.... Arakwal tribe. |
just want to set the record straight here. TwegwBLand Council ..... don’t speak
on their behalf, he doesn't ..... from our trida.the culmination of all that has
happened here, the meeting, what it's about, yaudao cultural clearance and all
of that to satisfy that part of it. We weren't soited. | have direct link to this land.
This is my grandmother’s country ..... Ngarakbaild | want to set for the record
that it is us who have been excluded our of anygglation when, in fact, our .....
engaged in doing cultural knowledge and historthef place yet that has been left
out deliberately. And so had our tribal counciletieg, it — we are looking at —
because we understand that we don’t have any@ayvoice is not going to be
heard in — at this forum or anywhere else in ther figture.
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So we’ve concluded at the tribal council that weict going to get fairness and
we’re going to go for a place where we can be haaddour intention would be to
get an international action happening, either atHague or at the UNHRC, which —
together with people of the most strongest claridatdive Title in this continent ever
in ... SO we — we’re not going to be part of $tees, we’re not going to need just a
rubber stamp, we want to stop — and | will say yottteere’s going to be no ..... or
anything this year, tender — Slender in the Grdsghat what they call it? Slender
or Splendour? Splendour in the Grass. WhateWdratever organisation that
running these events they're going to stop asddydecause | am going abroad.

We will make recommendations to the ..... and #&.th. in London, which everyone
know about, because you see my line — | come frgngrandfather’s side. | am the
eight or the ninth generation from ..... right doamd | can name all of my
grandfathers ..... that’s on my grandfather’s silfy. grandmother, Charlotte
Williams, | can go on her side too as well. | cenit all in language. And with my
status in the tribe, as being the chief custodianrecommendations — because
we’ve been left out and | understand there has beere strong collusions
happening and people are afraid to talk at publiorhs about the things ..... things
that may be trivial, it's out in the media, “Thdsiacks are drunk and they caused a
little bit of a thing down the street there, disenlg.”

When they talk about fraud and deception everyoametsvto hush up. In order for
..... to get to this meeting today there has bedlnsions happening. We've got that
documented and | will get the date and time of mhéeting and | will take with me
in order — that’s for our records. So ..... hstdor the truth.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Williams. And just irelation to your last point
there will be a transcription of the entirety ofl&y’s proceedings on the
Commission’s website available as a download. €ojlst please check with you
to make sure | have this correct: that what yoyisst presented to us is the entirety
of the submission from your group because thers doéseem to have been a
written submission. 1 just want to make sure thathave everything in its entirety.

MR WILLIAMS: .....

PROF MACKAY: Sorry, would you mind — | know I'm aking you walk up the
end, but would you mind speaking into the microphea that the transcription you
download has what you're about to say.

MR WILLIAMS: No. That's not the entirety. Bulére will be following Stella’s
speak. And so finalising all this we’re going to @ a competent jurisdiction, which
is what | said, at the Hague or the UNHRC, becaieseon’t get no fairness or
equality in this country.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you for that clarification. U next speaker is Stella
Wheildon. Thank you.
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MS S. WHEILDON: We will be presenting, on behaflithe Ngarakbal and
Githabul, a PowerPoint presentation and we wiltlbeng a written submission
within the timeframe as well to the Commission. a@k So first and foremost |
would like to acknowledge the land that we're stagan, the Ngarakbal land, and
the elders past and present and | ask for thestasse in what I’'m about to do for
everybody here. Now, the Ngarakbal and Githabuéhzeen excluded completely
from all of these EISs. The actual EIS companlye-dompany that put together the
cultural heritage is Everick Consultancy. We'rdlvk@aown to Everick Consultancy.
We've worked with them for almost two decades dr&y twere not notifying us as to
this particular event.

Now, the — the — on the left-hand side you canalstsee the site and on the right-
hand side is an AHIMS — that’s the Aboriginal Hagé Information Management
Systems site locations. For the people at the,yaekmight not be able to see the
red square but that’s sort of indicating whereSpéendour properties are and the
one on the right is showing all of the Aboriginaltaral heritage in the area. Now,
quite specifically it is the major songline goinght through there and where the
stage is located, for the Splendour, is actuaBpea ground and this has all been left
out. Why has it been left out? Because the sddhrammes get consulted. This is
Everick — Everick Heritage’s two submissions 10rgespart. The one on the left is
current from 2017, the one on the right is from20They have passed over a
number of properties that have gone into the Nati®arks and Wildlife Services
portfolio. But they haven't acknowledged the Baraler the stage.

MS WHEILDON: Shame. Yes. So this is of great@arn to the moiety. Now, |
will actually take you through this and show youywlSo the exclusion of the
Ngarakbal and Githabul from the consultation andigipation of North Byron
Parklands is deplorable. These people representdecano nations: the
Ngarakbal, the Caldera, the Wollumbin Caldera, thiedGithabul is the Caldera to
the west. Now, these two landscapes are linkezktally. The line that you can see
there is the sun solstice alignment. Granny CktarBrown was an Ngarakbal
woman who married Euston Williams and the peoptbatear of the hall are their
direct bloodline descendants.

Granny Charlotte was ensconced on the Brunswickisiédoriginal Reserve, which
is there on the Brunswick River, it has now desigdas Crown land. None of that
was acknowledged in the building of the M1 or amgh All of this all went

through — through the Tweed Byron Aboriginal Lasuncil, who are not
representative of this Aboriginal community anderelvave been. However, they
have profited greatly from these sites. Thistis@rding done in 1990 by an
archaeologist — an anthropologist by the name dfrSo Collins is one of the major
submitting cultural heritage consultants in therent EIS for this project.

Now, in 1990 she cites Charlotte Williams was amaidggbal woman who is moving
between ..... in 2003 Harry and Marlene Boyd, wieothe grandchildren of
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Charlotte Brown, were apart of another submissidrich is part of the current
Everick Heritage submission, and he cites Granrgriotie and, again, they were
not contacted. The Tweed Byron Lands Council, EEkdferitage, everyone has left
them out of it. Now, that’s just on this levelo that Collins, Piper and Fox are the
major ones with Everick Heritage, as | said, whohage posted two decades worth
of association with the — so this is not due dilicee whatsoever.

Now, Collins’ submissions have been utilised byilatitle services. It's a
requirement under due diligence that Native Tilevices disclose the stakeholders
in this area. They haven’'t done so. No due diloggehas been done by anybody.

It's National Parks and Wildlife’s requirement tiscdose due diligence in this area
and, of course, they haven't contacted the Ngalakb@ithabul descendants despite
the AHIMS, Aboriginal Heritage Information Managemié&ystem, and the sites
shown in and around the Billinudgel nature resenveéhat major songline carrying
through the proposed parklands site as having inétgaly registered by Mrs Millie
Boyd, an Ngarakbal Githabul woman.

The further exclusion and discrimination of the estcal culture continues on beyond
that. Over 90 years of documentation on the satia@diage law linking these two
volcanoes exists within all of the major databaseSustralia and internationally.
Granny Charlotte Brown and grandfather, Eustoni#ils, had been recorded by
some of the major anthropologists and archaeobtfiss country has produced and
have international doctorates as a result of warkiinectly with these people.

In 2008, I, myself, did a Brunswick Heads foreshembmission on cultural heritage
significance to present it to the New South Walep&tment of Land, of which we
sent registered post and | published, here it teenTrove, National Library of
Australia, saying on the cover title at the heath®oNew South Wales Department
of Land, who are also responsible for the due elilige of contacting the Ngarakbal
and Githabul as stakeholders. Now, in that subomssshow Collins’ Native Titles
quote and | also show the 1950s recordings of MariGtte Williams Brown
speaking to anthropologists, Professor Elkin, wacame the senior anthropologist
of the Australian National University in Canberaatually went on and recorded
this, and it is the ..... it doesn’t matter aboo yeading it, you don’t need to read it,
just trust me, it says Wooyung, Billinudgel and titeole of the songline and
storyline and it’s all about this sacred marriag& that was done in the 1950s.

Now, if you look at the geographical names, regrstextracts, law, land and
language are linked — this is a legal issue to o land titles — okay, you will find
that Wooyung is actually Githabul. Githabul is arlched down in the bottom.
That’s the New South Wales geographical namesHiare’s the same marriage law
being recorded by a tribal brother of Mrs Charl&tewn and this is Mr Tom Close,
again, recorded in the 1950s. These people weoesef the civil rights campaigns
and they have basically been targeted ever sihbe.entire ..... culture has been
targeted as a result of the success of being altde tegally classified as humans
overcoming the National Parks and Wildlife legislatthat classified them as flora
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and fauna. And this is why all of the environméndtzta is related to National Parks
and Wildlife Services and to Aboriginal legislation

Now, here is also another version of the same ageriaw that was collected by
anthropologists of the Sydney University, a Mr MaidtCalley, during his 1954
thesis. He's talking about exactly the same cotmedetween the two cultures.
Malcom Calley then went on to become the head apttogist of the Australian
National University and Everick Heritage and theiblzal Parks and the Department
of Lands can’t seem to find the data. Againit.has been recorded as Githabul.
Githabul language, not Bundjalung that the TweerbByAboriginal Lands Council
classified it as. They only identify as Githab®lgarakbal and Githabul. Here’s the
same marriage law that was done by HLA Environme®taences for the transfer of
..... national parks prepared as a cultural hexittgdy for the New South Wales
Native Title Services, who again seem to havetlestata. They forget to tell the
Ngarakbal and the Githabul that there’s going t@ legrcus built on their Bora
grounds at Billinudgel. Now, Malcom Calley, asarthropologist, recorded Bilin-
ngadjil as being the name of the Ngarakbal makmat sky ancestor very, very
important.

This is Millie Boyd. She won an award in 1988 neling the same marriage law for
the best Australian film at the Melbourne Film Fesgtand also showed
internationally and won awards. Now, somehow bentall of this data hasn’t been
included in the EISs. None of these people haes lbentacted to be parties or
stakeholders in any of this process. These arBdalgd children photographed in
1955 published in the Dawn Magazine. The Boyd fafnom Billinudgel. How do

| say uncle?

MR ........... (foreign language spoken)

MS WHEILDON: (foreign language spoken) is a tokemame (foreign language
spoken) is — that's ownership, isn’t it? Like s@n+ senior brother or senior man in
traditional law is very, very important. There's due diligence, there’s no code of
practice, none of this has been done. This istineof data that we're very
concerned about and are considering presentingv, Kim just going to show you,
just quickly, this won’t take up too much time, lwhat they're actually stopping.
Okay. Right. And what this means - - -

PROF MACKAY: Ms Wheildon, can | just ask how muoimger do you think you
need?

MS WHEILDON: Three minutes. Okay.

PROF MACKAY: That's perfectly fine. Because Mrilams was well under his
time. So | will just - - -

MS WHEILDON: Thank you.
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PROF MACKAY: - --regard you as together.

MS WHEILDON: Thank you. Okay. So the planete planet orbits. As it's
orbiting it’s tilting from summer to winter. OkaySo we have an old world equator
that actually shows our planet tilts from summewinter. It was taught to me by
Mrs Marlene Boyd, who is the little girl in the glograph in 1955 at the Boyds .....
so with the old world equator she encouraged ngetall of the major sites on the
planet, Petra ..... Giza, Machu Picchu, NazcateEdsland, and if you line them all
up on Google Earth they make a straight line aluad the planet. This was the old
world equator. It's following the pathway of thers Yelgun people — “Yelgun”
means pathway in Ngarakbal. Yelgun Creek rung tiglough the proposed
parklands location.

Okay. So the sun osculates in a wave. Now, ifgetua ball with a line around the
middle of it and you cut it open you don’t end ugphva straight line. You end up
with a wave. And all of the sites are followingtle waves. These songlines are
sunlines. This is one that | mapped when | wasgia lecture in Glastonbury — the
sign out there — and for the northern hemisph@ieay. So this is showing the
equator but, of course, as the planet is tiltimgrfrsummer to winter we’re moving in
and out of the Tropics of Capricorn and the Tropfic€ancer. So the central yellow
line is the equator that we're taught in schodhe Ted line is the old world sunline
equator of all of the sites, the famous sitesardhe world that archaeologists have
studied everywhere for two centuries and beyondadlgtshowing that they create
another equatorial border and it drops down hedegaress where it lands?
Billinudgel, the beginning.

Now, I'm going to explain that to you in a littlehile. So it's following the path of
mother sun. | think that’s the end of that slideh; no, all right, the whole thing
links up to a big star in space — and | forgo&lbytou that — okay, there’s a big
pentagram that controls the whole thing. All rigkitcontrols all of our ..... laws.
Malcom Calley, anthropologist, and his lovely wiky, Layla Haglund, who's a
beautiful lady, who has agreed to give us all tadbless her heart, 83 still alive,
feeling fantastic.

This is the story of the rainbow serpent. Thebraum serpent begins here from this
proposed site. That Bora ground that’s under tiages So this axial tilt of the
precession is a 23.4 degrees differentiation. Nesvcan see that on the map here.
The pink line on the top is the sun solstice alignmit runs through in front of
Cudgen Lake and it goes out and it converges wtimaacle out the back at
Tyalgum. You guys don’t need to know about thAdl you need to know is that this
volcano is a gigantic great big Terra Henge crehtethe stars. The bottom line
running from Byron Bay is the winter solstice aligent from the top of Byron Bay,
hits Tyagarah, goes out and converges with theagierand the central equinox
alignment line runs right through .....

So the northern one, the sun solstice one, iséherssister star ..... there was — it's
one of the most amazing arachnological and anthogmal stories on the planet.
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The seven sisters, the Pleiades. Okay. And thasea double spiral stone
formation symbolic of the marriage laws on — betwte lake and what’s now
Casuarina on the Tweed Cost. And this was recarddte 1950s and it actually
lines up with all these different sites. Justaiunterest, Everick Heritage are doing
all of the EISs for the North Shore of the lakesgnother state significant project
called Kings Forrest and they've left these peapieas well. 2.29.58

So this was recorded in JG Steele Aboriginal Pagvpage 48. You can see this is
the summer solstice pathway of the sun. Now,abtittom, coming out of Byron
Bay, we also have the same alignment with anotbeble spiral. Down the bottom
is the blue line and it goes up through Tyagarahthare is another double spiral
there. So that second spiral of stones was faud®65. It was going to the Tweed
Historical Society who then worked with the BrunskvProgress Association and
the stones were finally placed at the Brunswickié&aHeritage Park. That's the
caravan park beside where the old Aboriginal Reseras on the Brunswick River,
okay, in there. It's called Reflections now. Aitid showing, again, the winter
solstice.

Now, how this works is Mount Warning or Yar Birraacts like a dirty great big
obelisk, and that’s what the photograph taken winger solstice morning from the
sun of Yar Birrain shows the summit pointing difgett the Lore Ring out the back
at the pinnacle. Now, this Lore Ring at the batthe pinnacle is what links up to
that celestial pentagram in space so that all@bther major sites on the planet.
This is really huge. You're — these people warliuid a circus on top of the — one
of the most sacred sites in Australia. It wouldike trying to have a festival on the
summit of Uluru. That’s what they’re doing.

Billinudgel was recorded by Malcom Calley in 1959the major site across here.
There’s a major songline going clean through thatival site. The EIS is being
recorded by the same cultural company who havednipat out. They're rewritten
history. This is genocide on paper. These areamunghts issues and they're all
being ignored. But not by the bloodline to countNo. They're still — they’re not
going to let it go away. They’re not going toilebe ignored and they’re not going
to let it happen here any longer. Thank you veogim

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Wheildon, and thankuyparticularly for your
cultural sensitivity at the beginning of that pretseion by alerting those presence to
the forthcoming presentation of deceased persamshvis appreciated. Our next
presented is Peter Wotton, please. Thank you.

MR P. WOTTON: Thank you to the Commission fooaling me to speak today.
Speaking on behalf of the Brunswick Visitor Infotmea Centre. The Brunswick
Head Visitor Information Centre has an excellemtrpgeship with the Parklands and
its two major festivals and events. The visitaatee receives assistance, human
resources, from Falls and Splendour each year tmgesand minimise potential or
actual negative impacts on Brunswick Heads duiegiéstivals, which — while
these festival patrons visit or stay in our town.
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The BVC has worked closely with Falls Festival ei@015 implementing a range of
strategies to manage offsite festival impacts imrBwick Heads, including an event
called Taking Care of Brunswick During Falls Featifroject. Taking Care of
Brunswick During Falls is supported by Falls Feastproviding important — an
important boost to the VC and provides employmengflocal coordinator to
manage our VC volunteers, additional cleaners, bwaste removal services to
ensure that the harmony of the town and cleanlioé#e public amenities during
the town’s busy summer season is adhered to.

The project coordinator and volunteers keep aroeyéor illegal campers, parking,
anti-social behaviour or anything that might dibtthle harmony of the family-
friendly holiday atmosphere of Brunswick Heads.e BVC surveys local and
visitors during the festival for feedback on the/tés cleanliness, behaviour of the
visitors, friendliness and the family appropriatene Visitors and local survey
feedback is overwhelmingly positive. Patron bebaris described as well-behaved
and friendly. The Falls Parklands and VC teampao@ctive in ensuring complaints
and actual incidents in town are handled in a tynaeld effective manner.

While maintaining a proactive approach in mitiggtimegative social impacts the
BVC also seeks to maximise the economic and culbgaefits that the festivals
bring to Brunswick Heads. Local businesses sugparticularly cafes and
restaurant owners, report on the good behaviotespival patrons and we appreciate
the much needed additional income festival pathwirgy to their businesses in
Brunswick Heads. Some statistics that are relatele festivals include: according
to Parklands, in 2018 the economic report direpeexiture by festival organisers
and attendees was 56.8 million. Festival orgasispent 19.3 million on staff,
goods and services, while attendees spent 39.@mglimarily on food, beverage
and accommodation. 43.2 per cent of this tot&§2%.3 million was directed towards
businesses and individuals located in the NortRevers and including Byron Bay.

The total economic output is measured at $130.6amil Byron Shire accounted for
$34 million of this total of 26 per cent. The eoaric output in Byron Shire has
increased by a whopping 192 per cent since 2002017, the festivals were
responsible for a gross value added of 62.7 millidri this, 16.7 million is attributed
to Byron Shire. The Byron Shire share in this é&se of 276 per cent from 2009
and a minor decrease from 2016. The question erdaion of 186 equivalent full-
time jobs in the Byron Shire in 2017 is significastit represents 1.64 per cent of the
Byron Shire workforce.

This is sizeable given the North Byron Parklandstéd two events only. This is
220 per cent increase from the 58 generated in.200@ total number of jobs
created in 2017 was actually 815. That's equidigiitime jobs. The events
generated 39,487 room nights in commercial acconatmaain Byron Shire and
10,530 room nights in other Northern Rivers accomiation properties. | thank you
for allowing me to speak today on behalf of ther&wick Heads Visitors Centre.
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PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Wotton. And we wilesume the run sheet that
has been distributed. And our next listed speekitr Stan Scanlon. Mr Scanlon is
apparently not here. So we will move to our n@daker, which is Ms Gisela
Stieglitz.

MS G. STIEGLITZ: .....

PROF MACKAY: Sorry. Can we please get you toadpi@to the microphone so
that we can record. We good?

MS STIEGLITZ: 1 just speak for myself. | don’take any money with the
Parklands or without the Parklands. It has gotingtto do with me. But | am here
to just represent commonsense. It is a common letme that the floodplains
around Wooyung, including those Byron Parklandsydlion a regular basis and |
want to point out that Lismore and Mooloolaba wkiegy go under these floodplains
are way under. So Parkland argues that the 20bd fivas a once in a 100 year
event. But in my folder you can see that the Lis@ouncil has been providing
evidence about floods since 1870. And in this tihere was 30 major floods, over
9.7 metres that would definitely flood Wooyung. ddim the last 54 years there were
four major floods that totally flooded Lismore asldo maybe Mooloolaba, I'm not
sure, and that was in '54, in '74 and '89 and in.’1

So what that means is every kind of 16 years avesbave one major flood that is
over 12 metres and every three to four years we hdlood that is 9.7 metres in
Lismore. Now, Wooyung Road floods way before Lisengoes under. So Parkland
says it has been a one-off event that will nevepka again. That is just a lie. It
happens all the time and you can see that in thathat folder there. Please also
note that the northern part of Parklands that goet® Wooyung Road floods very
easily. | can see that from where | live. Andtss is the place where people camp.

Now, if you have lots of people camping there dred/thave to evacuate quickly,
people will leave a lot of stuff behind and it'shat’s the tents, that's their rubbish,
the water tanks float around, the composting ®iwetl be totally underwater and all
that in three metres of high flood and it goes tigiothe creek, the Mooball Creek
that comes out at Pottsville, it will end on evéagmers place. Who's going to clean
that up if that ever happens? That's a huge enmiental disaster and it will all end
up on people’s paddocks and in the ocean, | guess.

And so Splendour says — well, Parklands says, “Vi&dmore and Mooloolaba are
allowed to be in flood lands”, but do we want teate the same kind of problem
again and again or would we just want to stoplitZase of an emergency situation
Parklands says they have a little track that gama the back of Parklands out to
Wooyung Road and that is just after the flood, wh#&iooyung Road floods, and
then they’re going to direct all of these 50,00@vbat people from that little track
that they have, it's not even bitumen, onto WooyRagd and then onto the old
highway and they have to navigate a one-lane bridges. | want to know how they
want to do that with so many people.
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So to me it is just crazy this development. Beeaqaeople are not looking at the

very basic fact that a floodplain floods and tlegré has not been much development
in Wooyung. It's exactly that — that reason beeatbloody floods and | don’'t even
know how Parkland can even get an insurance fahislidevelopment and then |
want to know, when it comes to cleaning up, wh@sg to clean up? The people
who live there. They will have to clean up becahsy're the ones who face the
mess. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Stieglitz, and we waitan the contents of your
folder and put that onto the IPC website so itiseasible. Our next presentation is
from Brandon Saul.

MR B. SAUL: Hello, everyone. My name is Branddrthink most people here
probably know me as the principal producer of tasH-estival and part owner of
North Byron Parklands. Surprisingly, perhaps, tiot going to talk for or against
the application. Rather, | would like to talk teetapproval process itself and what’s
going to happen if we do receive permanent apprafibve and beyond a festival
producer I'm also a long-term local. | too wasehigr 1989 which | consider the .....
days of the Australian music industry as well. heatof four festival-ready teenagers
and | somehow also ended up with a law degree erwliating degree, which I've
never used.

Not surprisingly, though, | am very passionate alousic and rules. | believe in
the rule of law. I believe that reasonable peacple have differences of opinion. |
believe those should be debated. And I think shattually one of the really good
things about this shire is people care enough bate They really debate. Like, |
can’t think of any major decision in Byron that ha®een thoroughly debated
before a decision has been made. Having saidlttrahk one of the reasons I'm not
a lawyer is these things end up being very advaisarhe for and the against sort of
entrench their positions, employ planners, constdfadvisors to meet their ends.

What we’ve seen with this particular debate is wejone from a debate where — and
| will be completely honest: if | was a neighb@und this proposal was coming into
my neighbourhood, | would have all the same questand concerns that have been
voiced by the community over the last five yedrthink it was only proper that

there be an extensive and heavily monitored praogseghich it was proved that this
could be managed appropriately. | think we've bgmwaugh that over the next —

over the last five years and as someone who hashevily involved in trying to
perfect the management of the festivals, | thinkver@ow got to a position where
we’ve got a body of evidence there that can infopimions.

| think part of the problem, though, is when you tgethis position where there’s a
yes and a no that can’t be changed, you end uptlgtvery polarised debate that
forgets there is a middle, you know, and | thinktt¥h one of the things which | don'’t
like about the modern body politic is only those¢hngtrident opinions end up
expressing them. And truth be known, my opiniosdmewhere closer to the
middle than before the for and against in this rodrbelieve that festivals are an
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important part of the fabric of Byron. You knowgigg back to what Mike Hunt was
saying, what makes this place so special? | thivkof the reasons is we've got a
history of festivals.

Well, all the way back to the Aquarius Festival weehad alternative thinking people
want to live in this area and, you know, | thinkthk kind of — that's reflected not
only in Falls and Splendour, but also we have Bidnt writers festival, a film
festival, the blues festival, believe it or nothink is a great festival and | think, for
me, the debate that ends up in this room is usahlhyt economic benefit. You
know, there’s business versus community. It alwexyds up being very polarised
and | think there’s an intangible benefit to featsrwhich are really important to me.
| will just make sure | don’t forget anything.

Look, I think really all | wanted to say was we’lieen through five years, we've
proved that the — if I'm being completely honekgde festivals are neither as
beneficial nor as detrimental as was argued fias/ago. The truth of the matter is,
you know, we have been good community players, eveupport a lot of community
organisations, whether they be sporting or cultaralchools. But there is an impost
on the community into traffic, etcetera, | undemstdt, and really it comes down to
good management.

The last thing | kind of wanted to say was the d¢tmals of consent that we now
have — and this is probably something that isntbasof mind to the people in this
room ..... world class, you know, someone who madyced over 1000 events in
different countries, Australia is good at regulaticAustralia is good at management.
Australia is good on checking on people and make ey do what they promised.
Which kind of leads me to the last thing: if wegkt this approval, | just want those
to know that are against it, that we won'’t stogelisng, we won’t stop improving, we
really — | live here, my kids live here, I'm oneyu and we really want to do the
right thing and a permanent approval is actuallganant.

We've done a good job with a block of land we caedlly build on. Once we can
build on it we can improve intersections, we caprove waste management, we can
improve our green programs and we can actually-etity way is up and we will
continue to improve. Thank you. Thank you, evedb

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Saul. Our next speakeClaire Atkins.

MS C. ATKINS: Good afternoon, Commissioners, ¢sdand gentlemen. I'm

Claire Atkins and | am a resident of South Goldea&h and South Golden Beach is
located approximately four kilometres south of KNdBlyron Parklands. And while
I've only lived in this part of the Byron Shire ftre last nine years my family has
run beef and dairy cattle and grown bananas iwvdhiey that Parklands is situated in
since the 1850s. My cousin still works, my grgagat grandparents farmed just a
few kilometres north of Parklands. So the vallegfideep significance to me and
my family. And since 2014 | have worked for Parida as an advocate for
community.
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The Byron Shire isn't called the rainbow region fathing and the people who live
and work here are colourful. Their diverse viethgjr strongly held positions and
the ways that they express them are just as vilasybu’'ve seen today. In this
regard, my job for the last four years has begyaim to reflect back to Parklands
planning team and the events, the rainbow of conitynopinion on this project.
Most importantly, it has also been to report onrtrege of impacts, negative and
positive, that the events have on residents iruthgue localities in which they live.

This project has a long history and, in its verglyedays, residents were rightfully
cautious about the impacts that the events migh¢ ba their town. Before the first
guitar ever strummed at Parklands, 59 per ceraaat submissions that were lodged
with the Department of Planning opposed Parklamdpgsed development back in
2010 and that’s a statistic according to a loctibaagyroup called Byron Action
Group for Festival Sanity.

But now, in 2018, after hosting 11 major eventsipto 35,000 people, 81 per cent
of Byron Shire residents who felt motivated to mak&ubmission on this State’s
significant development support Parklands applicato become a permanent home
for arts and culture with 95 per cent of residevite felt motivated in the Tweed
LGA also supporting. That's 95 per cent. Thatasto say that the community does
not have concerns about the development and d@titordismiss the impacts that
some residence experience with regard to festmiglen traffic or other disruptions to
their way of life but what these figures do repress a significant shift in the
community and they illustrate that the majorityafal community now, and
including some of our closest neighbours, supp@tevents.

These figures also show that these local residentaot negatively impacted by
events in the ways that they first feared andtterlarge part, the majority of the
community feel either neutral about the eventserthe events as providing benefit
and opportunity and you've heard today from regisi@md community groups, and
local business, about the cultural, educationa@iad@and economic benefits and the
opportunity that the events bring to the immedasmunity and to our wider
region and, in this short time, I'm proud to sagttthe two major events have
donated more than $300,000 in cash contributiossipgort local community
initiatives through Parklands Community Grants Scbe

However, at the same time, we are keenly awarestivae residents do not
experience or recognise these as positive berefitsve acknowledge that negative
impacts felt, or viewed, by residents cannot bepgntraded away by benefits that
the festivals bring. Avoiding, minimising and find solutions to the disruptions
that the events might cause is a challenge thatotigagues and | take seriously and
we tackle with tenacity. Throughout the trial peki Parklands and the events have
consulted continuously with community to understtrer concerns and each year
they have refined operations to better managestheet that pose the biggest threats
to our community, particularly around noise andficaand throughout the trial the
events have demonstrated an outstanding levelmpkance and continuous
improvement.
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Parklands is committed to being a good neighbotinigwvalley and, as a permanent
venue for cultural events, Parklands will continoi@stablish and grow good
relations in the community. Parklands will conerio provide a place for respectful
dialogue throughout the year and we will continuéigten and act on complaints
and feedback during the events and, as the eveaws ge will continue to work
proactively in predicting those offsite impacts avel will work with community and
the events to manage and avoid them.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Atkins. And our ngxtesenters are Gary Opit
and Carmel Daoud.

MR G. OPIT: Okay. Thank you very much from mys@&ary Opit, and Carmel
Daoud. We live at the end of Jones Road. Wehectineighbours or North Byron
Parklands and the Billinudgel Nature Reserve andpooperty, we zoned it as a
wildlife refuge. We’ve been involved in the aréace 1986 when we were founding
members of the Conservation of North Ocean Shagesirig to protect the last large
area of undisturbed lowland habitat from develophnaen we were involved in the
1990 Simpson Commission and our submission waseithntiman cultural values and
the — and the need to protect the — the Aborigaated sites, the Bora Ring, and —
and also the 1996 Cleland Commission on the —dhe\of the wildlife corridor and
it was voted — it was zoned as a State signifiaalatiife corridor.

So our submission details a potential threat tgtistine waterways and aquifers
within the Billinudgel Nature Reserve and the Ergined Ecological Communities
Under the Biodiversity Conservation Act becausthefproposed wastewater to be
surfaced-sprayed on to an area in North Byron Badd. Now, they’'ve proposed to
dispose of up to 35 kilolitres per day of secondesgted and chlorine-disinfected
wastewater effluent from one site, treated compesp, urine, hand basin
wastewater, shower greywater and a conference &itdhen sullage to be surface-
sprayed on to the area. The main drainage fronthNRyron Parklands Event and
Camping Site leaves the North Byron propertieh#ortorth and north-east, flowing
through the adjacent property.

The largest drain flows through the north-eastemmer of North Byron Parklands
Camping Site and travels east, beneath Jones Ractly into the Billinudgel
Nature Reserve and that red line shows you the existing on this Google Map
Earth. So the — this is from the environmentalactstatement of North Byron
Parklands 2017 under drainage catchments. NontbrBarklands are located on
two main drainage catchments divided by the east-alignment of Marshalls
Ridge and Jones Road through the centre of the Biggority of the northern
camping event areas within the Crabbes Creek fladtpvhich forms part of the
Mooball Creek catchment. Runoff from the northpant of the site drains generally
to the north-east through a series of agricultdrains, discharge into the Crabbes
Creek drainage system, approximately three kiloasetiv the north-east of the site.

Crabbes Creek flows northward along the coastliteiato Mooball Creek which
also flows northward along the coast and eventuhdigharged into the Pacific
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Ocean at Pottsville. The southern park area tathigh of Marshalls Ridge is
located within the ..... of Billinudgel Creek artht runs to the Marshalls Creek and,
of course, both enter — run through the Billinudgature Reserve. So the — I'm not
going to bother reading it all but the — the —rt&n drainage in — from North Byron
Parklands into Billinudgel Nature Reserve runs senarivate property, under Jones
Road, and into the nature reserve and that's anGtbegle Earth photograph
showing that main drain. So this is for small raients. Of course, when it floods
the water also runs north to the top of the — efghotograph there and into
Wooyung.

So this is a photograph, on the right-hand, shosgisle- showing the actual drainage
line running from North Byron Parklands, througlvate property, and on to Jones
Road and this is where it actually drains undeeddroad, which is in the
Billinudgel Nature Reserve, the — this reservauiikdf wildlife, of course. | took all
these photographs yesterday. That carpet pythsrjustaicurled up directly above
the drain. In the North Byron Parklands CulturaéBt Site Assessment Report, at
3.2, it says:

North Coast Regional Plan 2036, it states, suppgrthe continued protection
and enhancement of the on-site biodiversity vatursthe adjacent Billinudgel
Nature Reserve is one of the main features.

So, anyway, here’s the Billinudgel Nature Resemnve the water that comes from the
site runs straight into the Endangered Ecologiaah@unity Floodplain Rainforest
and, so having left North Byron Parklands to dréows east across private
property, under Jones Road and into — directly tioEndangered Ecological
Communities Subtropical Floodplain Forest of thetma@ost of New South Wales.
The unpolluted and undisturbed freshwater creekgsaa forest of blue quandongs
and hoop pines in the endangered subtropical r@sfeommunity then it flows
through the Endangered Ecological Communities Swaoiprophyll Forest on
Coastal Floodplains and, of course, this — tharitlgel Nature Reserve has one of
the very last pristine waterways and aquifers amifull of endangered species such
as the Oxleyan Pygmy Perch, the Mitchell's Rairgo®nail, the Wallum Sedge
Frog and the Wallum Froglet and many other specdidisof them are very
susceptible to pollution from runoff from developme

So then the creek runs through the Coastal Cyptess New South Wales North
Coast Region Endangered Ecological Community anghi directly adjacent the
Wandaral ceremonial — or Bora rings situated withenational park and it — it's —
this is on the — the national estate and indicaiea. The waterway then flows
through wet heathlands and fern and grasslandgahabthe endangered Grass Owl
and we have actually observed the Grass Owl thehantl the sand dunes and the —
the — the — the waterway then divides into — sowaterway runs directly east
towards the beach and then spreads out behindghelines and the other
waterway continues north, once again, leave the-nature reserve and entering
private property where it eventually continues @thie Wooyung Lagoon, just to the
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south of the Wooyung Holiday Park, and it seeps hée aquifer and probably also
continues into the Mooball Creek and then evengualPottsville.

So, this nature reserve, it protects one of thg kst natural aquifers, one of the last
natural waterways. It's under extreme pressuitge ghotograph on the right shows
you — which | took just yesterday — a large pileudbish being dumped there right
at the entrance on the — the northern end of JRonad. The Jones Road in the
centre, in the lowlands that runs through the matipark, or nature reserve, has
been gated by the national parks. Those naticarél gates are constantly being
attacked and smashed down so that — so that yeopecan attend doofs in the —
in the nature reserve and so the nature resewwelisr extreme pressure froma —a —
a — a number — obviously, a number of differenthages and the — the — we tend to
forget the — the natural environment, how importais.

The — the Marshalls — Marshalls Ridge’s Jones Rddlife Corridor is an
absolutely essential corridor for the Royal Hertdgsted Fauna migrating from the
mountains in the winter months down to the coastfire reserves and so the — the —
that wildlife corridor is actually essential. S@rd so any other — I've still got time
— S0, yes, there has been no real baseline stuthg @iquatic environments
downstream of the North Byron Park drainage andngoing sampling so that we
have no real understanding of the chemical comiposithe fauna, the flora, the
endangered species in the pristine waterways dBilheudgel Nature Reserve
directly downstream of North Byron Parklands. Byemd Tweed Council
representatives have stated earlier that wastevsabee of their most important
considerations.

Our — of our reading through the documentation axelseen nothing really written
about drainage. It describes wastewater and sge/eeicetera, but nothing about
drainage whatsoever. But, of course, drainadeeidasis of all ecological studies.
It's —it's — it's the basis of the entire societyatchment and drainage is everything
and here we have a very large development, of epdiectly upstream of one of
our most endangered communities and you only hail@ok at a — at a — a Google
Earth map or fly in a plane and you will see hatldinatural environment exists.
There is only tiny spots of land, a few coastalamt! parks and nature reserves and
a few mountain tops and that’s all there is thagtex

So, you know, | can't really state how importansito protect these last tiny nature
reserves and national parks from the magnitudewéldpment that's — that's — that
— that — that — that’s ever increasing. The UNESE@Id Heritage Site of
Wollumbin contains one of the — one of the — orthleame of the — the — the largest
greatest biological diversity which remains unchrehfrom their ancestors and the
fossil records. So everything that — everythingoae do we should do to protect the
— the ecosystems of which we’re dependent upogouflook at the latest studies
from overseas in the northern hemisphere in — adtosasia and North America so
much environmental destruction and — and pollutias now occurred that there is a
massive decline in insect numbers.
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Around about 75 per cent of insects have vanishéast the last few years and most
of these, of course, are pollinators of human fomgs and have other essential uses
in the ecosystems and NASA predicts that therebeilmassive food shortages
within seven years with the destruction of the ats@nd the — and the drying of the
climate, etcetera. So we have to be very careffigitewer we do in this time of
increasing drought and increasing development acr@asing demand for — for food
and entertainment and everything else. So, thaokvsgry much.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Opit, and can | justeck that was on behalf of
both you and Carmel Daoud? Thank you. We wilpskie presenter and come
back in a moment. So our next presenter now, plea#l be Michael Simmons.

MR M. SIMMONS: Okay. Thank you very much, Comgiiners, for giving me
the opportunity to talk here today. I'm just heepresenting Tweed Experiences
Network which is a visitor experience operator edtive in the Tweed,
Murwillumbah Business Chamber. | would first likest to acknowledge the
Ngarakbal/Githabul elders past and present anculdu@ally to — to say on behalf —
not so much on behalf of them but | think it's vevery important that they — they —
their voices are heard. They're very importantesito consider. So, look, as a
business operator, yes, also as a transport opasateell, look — based in the
Tweed, | would just like to say that, you know, ean see, you know, very much the
— the positive benefits of the festival, the wagttit has been run up till now, but |
can’'t speak on behalf of the impost on the locahewnity here, which | recognise
absolutely.

| would just like to say that, perhaps a way forvesrlooking at dispersal, dispersal
both of the economic benefits which are derivedgeyhaps, dispersing the — you
know, the festival goers greater into — into thelmolt has always been very Byron-
centric and rightly so. Itis a —a Byron event ibis — these days, to me it's more of
a regional and now a State significant event ameeitan look more — | think there
are ways that they can be done. You look at sdrnttgeanfrastructure that's coming
in in the — in the next couple of years. You'reking at, say, for example, the rail
trail, the beginning of that from Murwillumbah. ¥Wdook at issues with
transportation, the great numbers of people comown here by road.

You could see the potential four alternative foohsransport. You could also see
perhaps, you know, better use of the accommodatioch is located to the north
and — and | don’t think the businesses in the Tweedld be — well, | mean, the
businesses in the Tweed obviously would like torseee of a focus on those
connections. | mean, Claire has been — has désmtastic job and — in terms of,
you know, communication, providing opportunities fiee — for the Tweed to get
further involved and | think — with a new — new fiestn contract has come into place
only this year, | think that that can — can happery proactively.

It needs to be very much part of the planning, sawwe do this, how can we make
those connections, how can we improve the — yowkiize — the linkages between
the areas. How we can then perhaps, you know stake of the pressure off Byron
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and if we can find a way to do that responsibly aastainably, and it's also done in
a culturally appropriate manner, we would love éogpart of that. Thank you very
much.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Simmons. And then owext presenter will be
Denis Sheahan, please.

MR D. SHEAHAN: Good afternoon, ladies and gemia, and thanks to the
Commissioners for having me speak today. My nanigenis Sheahan and I've
been contracted in the role of event manager fterfsiour in the Grass for the past
18 years and Falls Festival for the past five. ddypnpany, DSEM, has managed
outdoor events in Australia since 1999 and we @@epproximately 10 events a
year.

MR SHEAHAN: You would think | would know bettenan that, wouldn't you.

My intention today is to provide a quick overvieiooowd management and patron
safety practices put in place by the promotersHerfestivals currently being held at
North Byron Parklands and | thought the best wagadahis would be in the three
phases of the process

That we go through between each event. The firas@ being engaging the best
team of companies and consultants available. $kegbase being reviewing the
previous event and plan with the learnings forrteet and, phase 3, a collaborative
and planned execution of the event. So phaseirig biee companies and
consultants, the event engages companies and tamsulvho work in the roles of
security, crowd management, medical and compliaatenwide and are considered
the best in the industry.

ISEC security provide the internal event securftymto 300 staff. Infront Security
provide the external event security with 100 stdEAA are the crowd management
consultants who also provide and manage our respgeasn, the amphitheatre
walkways management and also culminate the plarptiage by delivering the
emergency evacuation and crowd risk management gfhthe fourth company we
engage is Emergency Medics, who are our first eagtiger, who manage and staff
the medical centre and have done for the past 4%y Splendour. They operate
what is, essentially, a small hospital staffed bgtdrs, nurses, paramedics, first
aiders and mental health counsellors.

So phase 2, being the planning phase, occurs impfts. Part 1 being the
individual debriefs with each of the providers, tonsultants and the emergency
services. The second part being the pre-eventgemey services stakeholder’'s
meetings. The third part being the safety committeetings which is the most
robust part of the planning. These meetings amrevive review our risk and hazard
register which is an ongoing document that ideggifireas of concern. We grade
them as either low, medium or high and then we vesrla group to reduce that
grading by coming up with solutions to mitigatertheAn example of a unique
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scenario to the North Byron Parklands is the adugbhitheatre venue that houses
the main stages for both events and our safety dtie@mgroup has worked
collaboratively over the last four years to comentih a current amphitheatre crowd
management plan that is now used at both festivals.

Another scenario was the counter-terrorism reviductvwas held over two days in
July 2016 by the New South Wales Police Counterorsm Unit which resulted in
numerous recommendations which we now implemebo#t events, and the fourth
part to the planning phase is the emergency eviaouand crowd risk management
plan which is the conclusion of all the pre-evelanping and it's where all the
stakeholder management documents are reviewedoamireed into one masterplan.
This document is shared between all participaos fthe safety and stakeholder
committee. And then, finally, the event phas@ibé delivered and we do this due
to the long-standing relationships with our providand the collaborative and
ongoing planning we have been able to deliver dlesuccessful events on the

property.

To ensure the information sharing during the shmmfeach participant is shared
successfully each company and stakeholder havgresentative in the event control
centre, or our ECC, who are all operating withitlegvn individual comms staff and
on their own channels. We also use a specifichdigned computer software
program that logs each of our radio calls and altive comms staff to share and
prioritise these calls as they come in. So, tgwihengs up, all of this information is
saved and reviewed post-festival to ensure bestipeain managing the events
moving forward. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Sheahan. And our nprsgsenter then will be
Jessica Ducrou.

MS J. DUCROU: Thank you. | would like to show mgspect and acknowledge
the traditional custodians of this land, of eldeast and present, on which this
meeting takes place. My name is Jessica Ducrod'anspeaking here today as an
individual and as a producer of Splendour in thassr Thanks for your time today
to consider the North Byron Parklands State Sigaift Development and
Modification Assessment. | will be speaking in pag of the application. In 2006
we identified the need for a dedicated site foe8gbur in the Grass in the Byron
Shire with the support of the then Mayor Jan Barh@ouncillor Tom Tabart and a
handful of Byron Council planners we went ahead arglired what we now know
as Byron Parklands.

On 6 August 2008 Byron Shire Council granted a eahfor a temporary place of
assembly with camping and associated infrastru@ttie site. A one-year trial
event. However, following a successful challengéhe Land and Environment
Court the approval was deemed invalid and of neceffIn 2009 we lodged a project
application with the Department of Planning andgsdypermanent approval to host
outdoor events for up to 50,000 patrons for Splendé@fter two years, working
through the various logistic and management plgresDepartment of Planning
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recommended approval. On 24 April 2012 the Plajp#issessment Commission
gave approval of 35,000 patrons for Splendour &)@ patrons for the Falls
Festival, significantly shy of the 50,000 requesied supported.

Based on the concerns of the community at the ti@e&Commission concluded
rather than permanent approval they would issueeaykar trial to confirm the
operational and environmental management plansféeetive and to ensure
potential environmental impacts are properly madaged minimised. Since then
Parklands has held 11 major events at the sitadingy six large trial events, being
Splendour; five medium trial events, the Fallstiva and three minor community
events. After a lot of good old-fashioned hard kv8plendour in the Grass has
successfully complied with noise criteria, trafi®ls, community considerations,
ecological assessments among many other requireme&hts success is due to the
commitment and dedication of the North Byron Paréteam.

In a never ending quest to deliver a well-managedimpact venue North Byron
Parklands has evolved and improved its delivemhéopoint where the nearest local
communities are largely satisfied with its openasio Pleasingly, community
concerns about anti-social behaviour during fektinvaes have been unfounded.
Reports from the New South Wales Police, TweedByrdn Rangers, local
residents, businesses and the festival communttinbalescribe behaviour in the
surrounding communities as overwhelmingly posititehas now been more than 12
years since our initial council meeting. North &yrParklands is without peer. No
event’'s venue has been given an approval to tsiadability before requiring a
further application for permanency. It has beenugh a rigorous assessment
process which has taken into considerations a#t@smf the events including
ecology, traffic, noise, flooding, social and hage impacts.

Splendour in the Grass has spent an extraordimaoyat of time working on its
response to various potential threats. Apart ftloenvarious written plans and
manuals we have established a safety committeéfispgeche festival where all
aspects of the festival are discussed, rated acwhaented. A living document
which is constantly evolving. We do regular depkibgerations with various
agencies to simulate major threats and our resgortbem. We have one of the
most comprehensive emergency managing — manageaqasbilities of any event in
Australia with significant emergency control certtiat operates before, during and
after the festival alongside extensive medicaltensnits. We pay fees to the New
South Wales Ambulance and Police to provide aduhtiservices if required
throughout the event so regular service levelsataffected. Safety of our patrons,
workers and community is of paramount concern wdwrsidering all aspects of
Splendour in the Grass.

Now, with years of hard data and real experienaeuour belts, the Department has
concluded that with North Byron Parklands self-irs@@ proposed mitigation
measures, in addition to the Department’s recome@icdnditions, the site can
continue operating with minimal impact upon theisstvment. The site will also
continue to provide significant public benefitsstarounding and regional
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communities through increased employment oppoigsénd through attracting a
variety of cultural events to the site. The Depemt, with input, concludes the
proposal is in the public interest and the applcashould be approved. | would
like to note over the years the abundant and inatdiamount of misinformation that
has circulated throughout the community.

| understand the strategy of opposition but | wouedcome an opportunity to
correct inaccuracies to the Independent Planningr@ission if required and, to be
clear, Live Nation do not have any investment ¢enest in North Byron Parklands.
Right from the start we have had a goal of 50,G@hdees with the knowledge we —
we could host such a scale. We have the tickeaddmwve have the physical space,
we have a purpose-built venue and we have a visioreate a home away from
home filled with music, art, discussion and coniwect The Department of Planning
has reduced the requested increments of capadtygrawth and, while we
understand their cautionary approach, after sublr@ugh trial it does have
significant ramifications for Splendour in the Gsas

While we understand not everyone in this roomssigport of Splendour in the
Grass or North Byron Parklands we can assure yene re many thousands of
Byron Shire residents who do attend, appreciatesap@ort our festival at this site
for both the experience they have and/or the beniéforomises the broader
community. In what has been arguably the most oredsand publicly scrutinised
events venue in Australia it's apparent the sitedxaelled and the project should be
approved. We urge you to support the applicatrmhtae future of what will,

without doubt, become one of the greatest fadlitieAustralia. Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Ducrou. And our ngxesentation is from Jan
Barham.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you for letting us know. Whiecneans we will move on
to a presentation from Richard Whitling from thenServation of North Ocean
Shores Group.

MR R. WHITLING: My name is Richard Whitling antvé a Bachelor of Applied
Science and Resource Management and I'm here teseqt Conservation of North
Ocean Shores and | want to pay my respects theaKgallGithabul people. This is
the last major wildlife corridor on the north coashnecting the hinterland forests,
world heritage areas, with the lowland forestss dtlocality with — one of the most
diverse localities in New South Wales, 50 threadespgecies, numerous Aboriginal
sites, 470 plant species. The background provigetthe planning department only
suggests agricultural purposes but we know, havatysome report here from
Aboriginal people, it's thousands of years old.

Now, | want to bring up some recent history of gomeg input into this area,
declaration of wetlands, a lot of money has gote tinis, protection orders placed
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over the site, the Simpson Inquiry in 1990, thelatation of the Yelgun Ridgeland

is a declared area of high archaeological sensitivQuite of bit of money has been
put into the — the — into this land to protect thikllife corridor. '95, there was
additions to the nature reserve, again in ‘96, taaft, and then in '97 culturally
significant land at Wooyung. Also, another intepnotection order. The RTA
redrafted plans for the Pacific Highway to avoid tieetlands and the nature reserve.
Another stop work order. A second inquiry. Thel&hd inquiry to look at
environmental protection zones over this area raugh the festival site.

The Government adopted the Cleland Inquiry zones widlife protection — over
the wildlife corridor and the RTA invested half dlian dollars to enhance the
wildlife corridor with animal overpass and underpa3hey also purchased
additional lands for the wildlife corridor. Anothstop work order. A 12 month
interim protection order and peat fires which retghtoxic smoke for some months
afterwards and a declaration of emergency was aethks that fire spread, so, local
residents suffered from that. In 2005 another stogk order because there was a lot
of land clearing going on which shouldn’t have he®illinudgel Property purchased
a property in '96 and council approved a one-ddtifal. We successfully
challenged that approval in the Land and Environtn@aurt and the wildlife
corridor is identified as a climate change .....

| have a petition here which we will present to ¢b@sent authority signed by 1700
local residents asking for the festival locatiorbeomoved on environmental
grounds. This is an example of the lack of restiedt patrons give to this site. This
is a wildlife corridor. These are some of the majaéhese are experts with major
concerns about the wildlife corridor, Andrew Benkvah ecologist of 20 years’
experience in this area. This is a — a studywsatommissioned looking at the
potential effects on the Yelgun side of festivalavid Milledge, another former
ecologist with over 40 years’ experience in thissar David Scotts from Wildlife
Matters, Gary Opit who we heard from, biologist &RBIC Environmental Show
reporter. Chris Cherry, who we also heard froraldgist, and this is an assessment
that was commissioned by the Environmental Defen@dfice to assess the EIS and
associated documents by Dr Martin Tierney and Beyeine extracts.

The impacts upon individual species from noise lagit and high numbers of
attendees is not addressed. It has mostly foauséldreatened species. The survey
data showed that a number of species will be aftedespite what the EIS says.
There’s no assessment of long-term changes fomaliyidual species. There’s a
lack of assessment of the edge effects and otdgeat impacts upon Marshalls
Ridge Wildlife Corridor. Lack of short-term or Igrierm assessment of the effects
of light and noise upon the nature reserve. Theseuotes from Dr Tierney. There
are inaccurate monitoring of fauna and flora witthie nature reserve. No long-term
monitoring has been proposed. Noise and lights.

The project EIS relies upon interviews with a fewolbgists to work out the impacts
upon noise and lights and it fails to address iipaificant body of scientific
literature that could have been used. Exampléisadfliterature follow. Just a few
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quick slides. All of these — this type of litereguof course, has references to other
literature attached to it at the end. CONOS atsuroissioned a — a — a report
ourselves. This was a report by Benwell and Sc¢otisok at the potential impacts
on wildlife and — from cultural event sites. Ovér references are listed there.
Breaches of consent, well, the Department of Plaponly had one compliance
audit and they noted a — a number of penalty isst'esumber of issues but issued
only minor penalties which is lunch money for thest of organisation.

So the penalties that they did find, there’s alzolil of them, Splendour in the Grass
'14, breaching noise limits; Splendour in the Grd, breaching noise limits;
Splendour in the Grass '15, exceeding patron nuspltlee same for Splendour in the
Grass '16 and the Falls event at 2016, exceeditigrpaumbers again. Falls "16,
didn’t comply with the hours of approval, and2@17, didn’t provide maps and
plans in a timely way; four of the nine bonfiresre not fenced. Well, these are
some of the offences that the Department came tip @anvassing non-camping
areas, exceeding patron numbers again in Splenddie Grass 2017, commencing
temporary construction before allowable start dates

And this is an example of how far the noise trauglgur amphitheatre which is
Brunswick Valley. The noise can travel up to l@kietres away. It's very much
dependent on the wind. Some local residents agkitbometre away, their windows
shake, so you can imagine the types of effectsghtthave on wildlife. These are
reports we’ve got from various people and quotenfthem of noise impacts. Up to
12 kilometres away. We commissioned sound refars sound engineers and
here’s — we did that for three years. This paldicane relates to a 2014/13 where
sound limits were exceeded by 15 decibels (A) silential locations and note that’s
(A) and not the base levels which are far moreusie, and here is another report
from them, a 2015 Splendour in the Grass, whesa# exceeded 12 decibels (A)
and, in ecological zones, 16 decibels (A).

So here are some of the examples — as | saidefertinent didn’t pick up on all the
possible breaking of conditions of consent, campinigo close to vegetation lines,
offsite camping, pollution of waterways within thige. Now, the Environmental
Impact Statement and Planning Department Assessmevill focus on that. So
this is supposed to have no impact in a wildliferidor. The specialist’s reports
from the EIS entirely focus upon the event site payl little attention beyond the
site. They say there will be no changes to fawpfations over time — over time.
However, if you dive deeper into the specialisgparts that come from the various
performance reports you do actually find effectsrufauna but this is on the festival
site. For example, Splendour in the Grass 201 7toramy showed that bird and
species counts were lower than overall average séme for 2014. Lower — lower
than average bird species counts. This is frorin tven reports but you won't find
them in the EIS.

Two-thousand-and-seventeen Falls events, bird epstiow a decline and did not
recover. These include the Sacred Kingfisher@Gbklen Whistler, the Rufous
Whistler, the White Scrubwren and Little Shrikettsin. Two-thousand-and-
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thirteen/14 performance report showed lower thamliird counts in some of the
forest blocks close to the event. Most of the Ehist's reports show that flying
foxes avoided trees that were illuminated and #isy noted that there was some
impacts upon swamp wallabies. So far from no irntpaénd the EIS admits to not
being able to find much published information aasl)'ve shown you, there is quite
a bit. Instead, they drew their information fromieirviews with zoologists. So |
showed those examples of literature and those sswitow that increased noise and
light will effect a wide range of birds, fauna, $atarsupials such as koalas, lizards
and insects all known to be affected by noise &jidd in the literature.

But the EIS says, well, this — these impacted gse&ie going to be recover and
return to their ranges but that's an assertioniimet backed by any evidence. Long-
term decline in populations is likely to occur. v@usly, fauna are going to vacate
their home range when they see — campers arriv@@isgl music events. Fauna can
vacate nests, eggs, juveniles and move away dtirengvents and, having moved
away, they move into another territory and createpetition with other fauna. But
the EIS gives no consideration to these long-tdfetts upon fauna as a result of
behavioural changes. Almost all the event studigarding the impact of noise and
light are focused within the event site. Wherethesstudies of the impacts of the
broader area?

The EIS does not address edge effects from witlérParklands and the Marshalls
Ridge Wildlife Corridor, wetlands or the natureees. It gives little attention to the
noise and light upon the adjoining Billinudgel N&iReserve and monitoring has
consisted within the reserve of, one ..... recqoridey, no cameras and some scattered
bird transects and this was tokenistic. It onlgdrethree years after monitoring the
site began. So, therefore, there’s no adequatdib@snformation and insufficient
data to determine impact on the nature reservendhee reserves in — within zone 1
of the Sensitive Receiver Map, and so it's subjethe greatest amount of noise and
it's classed as a Sensitive Receiver previously.

The EIS gives no level of light incursion into thature reserve and, remarkably,
condition C31 allows the festival to exceed noistegda if a relevant owner,
presumably Sensitive Receiver, agrees to allow tHatv will the festival liaise with
the nature reserve and allow extra noise levektpushed upon the animals in the
reserve? It's —it's very important to get baselinformation before you can look at
the effects on the — the nature reserve and tisis'thiaeen done. The baseline
information — information was not collected andnte they can't assess the impacts
on the reserve and now it's impossible becauséesteral has been running five
years. You can'’t get baseline information. Thi/evay to do it now is to look at
published literature which describes potential iotpdout that has not been
undertaken either.

There’s major gaps in the effects of noise and ligion the fauna beyond the site
and into Billinudgel Nature Reserve. The DeparthwériPlanning has highlighted
six issues. Incredibly, nature reserve is notafribe top six despite the Office of
Environment and Heritage, National Parks and Weddigain raising concerns about
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the potential impacts on the reserve. The cormsmiconditions look at acquiring a
strategy but this should have been fulfilled ptam# in — during the trial stage. For
this reason we’re opposed to permanent approvairtirer trials within the area.
Thank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Whitling. And our nepresentation is from
Norman Sanders.

DR N. SANDERS: Wake up. Come on, everybody, waie It has been a long
afternoon. Hi. My name is Dr Norm Sanders. lanetired academic and it's a
good thing, too. Now, | was an assistant profes$geography at the University of
California in Santa Barbara. I've been a lectateANU and one of my specialities
in California — well, | had several but one was oéensensing, the other was noise
studies. Now, there’s a bit misapprehension aboige. You cannot actually
measure noise. You can measure sound levels.e Mosibjective. Noise depends
on the listener. To Splendour’s patrons, 110 dBusic. To the residents of Ocean
Shores it's worse than noise. It makes us angratme we can hear it. Just the fact
that we can hear it. It can 5 dB — 5 dB aboveathéient and we can hear it and this
community is angry.

| mean, 1700 names on petitions. You get peojpleshy, “Yes. Well, we” — “we”
— like — like Jessica Ducrou says, “Yes. Peoplgtdmmplain anymore.” It's just
that we've complained so often and nobody hasnedeve’ve almost given up, but
not quite, and that's why we’re here; right? Rigkay. Now, look, I ask you,
panel, Commissioners, now you people have homed.m — I'm sure you don’t
live in cars. How would you like it if somebody wes into right next door to your
community with a mega festival and you say, “I ddor’“l don’t know but | don’t
think 1 like it”, and so you go through a bunchhefarings, and you know you don’t
like it after they've had one or two, and then 8tate says, “No. Well, you like it.
Shut up. Go away.” Well, we don’t go away and $tate keeps rubberstamping
these decisions over and over and over againitiggts bigger and bigger and
bigger.

Now, what does it do to our community? Besidesenakangry, | am one of the
people — well, the volunteers that cleans up tbkdat at Ocean Shores. During
festival's time | have needles, bongs, condomsdamihg that time we have people
sleeping in cars on the roads, on the streets sind our front yards for toilets.
Now, this is not good. You people wouldn’t like KVe don't like it. Okay. We're
angry. We're so angry that it — there is a propivsthe community to take out a
class action against Splendour — a class actiomstgaplendour and the State
Government. Now ..... has got some money, wehawWe a bit of that, and
Splendour has a lot of money. We figure $50,000r@gident, how is that,
compensation; okay? Fifty? That's okay. Thahee out of 50 million bucks.

Now, maybe half the State have Splendour. Cam8ple approve this? Certainly
they can because it's not little old Jessica Dusr@yron Bay music gig anymore.
It is Live Nation. A US outfit which owns 51 peemt. Fifty-one per cent of the
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profits go overseas and they have a lot of moneguxe they have operations in 40
different countries. They claim they have 550 imillpeople attending their events.
They are big bikkies and I'm afraid what we’re seghere is if — I'm — I'm going
well, too — the — if these proposals go througheiaarging it, if they get up to
100,000, guess what? Jessica — Jessica is gogej bmught out and it's going to be
Live Nation, 100 per cent, money going overseaskesgica can retire to her palatial
residence in Wategos.

Okay. You guys claim you’re committed to buildiogmmunity confidence and
trust in the decision making process for major tilgwment and land use planning for
maintaining a high level of independence, expesdrse transparency. Well, | hope
you do. Who do you support; a multi-national -Aanerican multi-national or how
about a suffering Australian community? It's up/t.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Sanders. And we withw move to have
someone we had to skip over earlier while he wasaitable, Mr Adam Collett,
please.

MR A. COLLETT: Thank you so much for hearing neeldy and | especially want
to pay my respects to all the elders, past, presshemerging, particularly the
families that have come here today and shared fin@mn heart, and | am a local
Byron boy. I've been around since | was four yeddsand, in the end, | just try to
do what I can for the community and from work —igeon the board of the Byron
Youth Service to working with all of the differelmdigenous communities across
our region. I've been back for seven years. Thamk And, essentially, have really
sunk my teeth and my heart into community and caltdevelopment and how can
we be getting everybody working together, how canbwild capacity in our
community and especially in our Indigenous commesit

And so after running events for many years, andingrwith all the different
communities, | had a pretty remarkable opportutatipe able to throw this Fields of
Healing community event up at the Parklands, jUstnaweeks ago, and it came
about because this group, Unity Earth, who workiadothe world to bring people
together, all races, all nations, all the eldeugsodid an event — the Return to
Country of Mungo Man. So repatriation of 40,00@ryeld bones down near

Mildura and they threw that event. From that thest somebody up at the Parklands
who were, | understood, looking to do more commuaiiented events. So they

met me and, based on all the work that | was ddivey, offered me — you know, |
just put in my hands to help drive it.

So | spent two very quick months, where | wouldéniked to have a year, doing as
deep consultation as | could, with my colleaguasrag networks and the different
families | work with, to put together somethingtthaly honoured, you know, the
vision of a lot of the elders and a lot of the fi@si here to do, you know,
multicultural world Indigenous-type gatherings., 8tmen we got there, what was
very different for me was getting to see the achasuty of the Parklands and being
able to do a totally drug and alcohol free familgridly not-for-profit event. Really,
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it — it showed me that, you know, there’s a lofafand there’s a lot of against but,
to me, the opportunity for us as a community — Bkehings to make use of our land
and of our community assets.

So we had a lot of beautiful people from aroundvioeld and a lot of very
incredible cultural — intercultural things that idwmever, ever normally take place
and that was a real opportunity for — for us toquiture on the map and the
Parklands — be — their being such a sacred plaggdve heard, you know, and to
be able to really honour it in that way was redieply special and, essentially, this
is the thing that we — that I'm really passionatd &hat we're really passionate
about, is not just putting culture on the map hutipg the community on the map.
This one patrticular, that's my dad who has nevanegated with his Maori roots and
this was an opportunity for him to make that conioecand the responses that I've
been getting from the community, from people indehterally dozens of people,
are telling me it was, you know, the most transfatiire gathering that they've ever
been to and | just wanted to read quickly a cooplhose because one of them said:

It was one of the most beautiful, powerful expecienand deep respect for the
sharing of the wisdom from so many. There was sushirit of love and unity.

That is how we should be living all the time, ahdttwas actually Aunty Annabelle
Walker, who is my godmother, from Tabulam, from the People. And a number
of the elders that came, including some of the liamthat were represented, all got
to have that space together, and some of thenudimg ones that came from
Yamba, were so inspired they would like to do dd~a¢ Healing down in Yamba
and start other regional programs. In everythiegde, we want to have outcomes
and impact for our community. So we did some busker planting, we created
jobs, we work with SAE to bring in students. | bght in Social Future and AlM,
Ocean Shores, community associations; like, hawnsaas a community make the
best possible use of this?

And, you know, it was a deeply humbling thing foe,nbut the opportunity | got to
see on that site, you know, understand — you ko, a lot of my colleagues here
I've known since Bentley days and I've known frothtlae different things, and |
really try my hardest to work amongst the commuinitgvery single different
capacity. And Fields of Healing was really thisrdible representation from so
many different parts of the community, and | haw¢etl you that the response that
I've been getting has been absolutely remarkabtepdople to get a glimpse at what
is possible should we be able to do these typesmimunity events moving forward.
So as someone who really loves this place, lovestiture, loves just bringing
people together in general, since my mother wagaddstock and I've always
wanted to — to do things like that, to bring pedplgether.

The founder of Woodstock called me the other da/fewould like to start
working together, and it's those — not to do theu know, Woodstock, but it's
those opportunities for people who want to bringgeg bring healing, bring
connection in the community, that people like miyaeld some of my incredible
colleagues — and | work with amazing people araheccommunity of all ages,
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mostly young, elders, everything. We all see thistis an incredible opportunity to
bring the people together and to really leave d@ipesmpact for everybody, so
thank you so much.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Collett. Our next genter, please, will be
Basil Cameron.

MR B. CAMERON: G’day. How are you? Good aftesno Good afternoon,
everyone. First of all, | would like to acknowledthat we do meet on Bundjalung
country. | would like to pay my respect to eldgrast, present and future. | would
like to thank you, Chair, for giving me this opparity this afternoon. Today | speak
as a Byron Shire councillor who has been part @fdlirney prior to and since the
trial approval in 2012. | also speak as a coumgifesentative from the regulatory
working group since its inception. Today | woukklto concentrate on a review of
the challenges of environmental management ofiteeasd project and the role of
the RWG — that’s the regulatory working group -frigeting these challenges.

I'll keep this high level, but note that many otlspeakers, including in the last few
minutes, have provided extensive detailed exangdlése problems with
environmental management and biodiversity monitptivat | will refer to. As you
would be aware from the application assessmentrary other speakers, the
project site is highly constrained environmentaliost notably, the site sits within

a regionally significant wildlife corridor that prmles for avian and terrestrial
movement of wildlife between the Mount Warning eaklland the coast. A glance
at satellite imagery shows that coastal developrnastimeant that this wildlife
corridor between mountains and the coast is siamt, because it is now an isolated
regional occurrence.

One reason that such an important green belt Fexsie¢ained is due to the presence
of the Billinudgel nature reserve stretching frdra eastern side of the site to the
coast. Jones Road ridge line, which dissects ribygepty site, is a key connector
between the slopes and the coast. Developmehedfduthern car park and the
events site on the northern side of this ridge tsigrificantly impacted on the
functioning of this critical corridor. Due to thegional significance, the
management of the project site faces challengegthbeyond mentioning the many
site constraints. Critically, effective site maaagent needs to be assessed for its
broader impacts on surrounding areas, particuthgyfunctioning of the broader
wildlife corridor.

Given the critical nature and position of the adwri it is not appropriate to accept
any level of impacts. In this case, the outcomstrbe to retain and improve the
functioning of the corridor. In short, the comntyrtias had a long interest in the
environmental management of this area. As you haeed from many others today,
the strength of feeling in the community aroundséhessues remains high. So how
have the environmental values of the site been gethand addressed through the
RWG? The RWG was established by condition C2 efttial approval to broadly —
and | quote:
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...oversee environmental management.
Specifically, and amongst other items, the RGW &adle to — and | quote —

...to review the proposed management in relatiohéo-tthe habitat
restoration program, the Marshalls Ridge Wildlifer@dor, impacts on
threatened species and endangered ecological coitigsjimonitoring
proposals for pre-construction and ecological sying.

Quite an extensive range of roles. Once thedcoaimenced, the RWG was also
required to review the proponents performance v@fipect to environmental
management and community relations for eventsydrete appropriate:

...make recommendations to the Director-General casores or strategies to
improve performance.

That's a direct line out of that condition. In &tth, the RWG was to review
community concerns or complaints with respect trenmental management and
community relations. In looking at the extent thigh the RWG was able to
undertake these tasks, it's necessary to make sbswvations about the
participants and operation of the RWG. (1), moshrhers represented agencies
with specific and discrete concerns; for examRMS for traffic management and
police for safety agency — sorry, for safety. Agemembers generally attended as
part of their working day. (2), agency membergifiad regulatory functions and
powers, a potentially big stick that — that alloweda greater level of influence that
helped to ensure timely consideration and resaiutictheir specific concerns.

(3), agency members tended to only be concernddtiwgtissues that fell within the
particular regulatory framework in which they atted — which they operated. By
and large, agency members did not buy into issuesde of such frameworks. By
contrast, community members attended as voluntaedsgritically, had to — had a
brief to cover issues across all agencies anddherwnity. This represented a
significant workload for community representativasd | pause here to
acknowledge the very substantial and dedicated coment made by community
representatives during the life of the RWG. Thavfmion of timely and satisfactory
information to support community representativestsiously critical, and from my
experience, there was insufficient commitment keygloponent to ensure this.

(6), the lack of effective support for communitypresentatives in their role was
exacerbated by the unwillingness of the Departrteedeal with concerns raised by
the lack of effectiveness in the RWG machineryis oted that the draft conditions
of consent provide for an RWG, but in a more limitgay. The RWG may still
make recommendations to the secretary. Howe\usristimow limited to the
performance of outdoor events, rather than therenmiental management of the
overall site, adjacent areas and project. Commuefresentatives also lacked
effective regulatory muscle in regard to havingiessconsidered and addressed.
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Herein lies a major weakness of the RWG structifhile condition C(2)(d) does
provide that the RWG may make recommendationsa®ihector-General on
measures of strategies to improve performanceatiigy was effectively stymied

by the initial refusal of the proponent to acceptansider recommendations made
by community representatives. Critically, this weed early on when issues around
biodiversity management were still in developméntiuding issues of wildlife
monitoring, the result being that no credible basehas been established for the
presence and diversity of wildlife and monitoringtiiodologies have not been
consistent or regularly deployed. Examples of this be detected by careful
reading of the biodiversity assessment report,iteeipe headline claim that no long-
term adverse impacts have been detected duringonioig. For one, this claim is
stated for event monitoring only, and not — andadtg:

...the impact of the project on flora and fauna witand adjacent to the site.

As stated in condition C(20). Event impact monitgr or EIM, is limited to the
survey — to one survey before, during and afteh eaent, and does not consider the
broader impacts of the overall project. This igipalar important, given the
proposal to include the operation of a confererdre on the site. This is less than
adequate, given the important relationship of tteete the broader wildlife corridor.

It can be noted that overall site monitoring haslbeen conducted regularly, with
fauna surveys being conducted in 2009, '14, andoitld appear from the report,
less comprehensively in 2017, leaving a gap in tooing data that should be
contemporary, and at a very detailed level, givengroposal to increase numbers.

In some cases, methodologies have changed betwe¢ngd monitoring and later
event monitoring. For example, the biodiversityae states at table 13 of appendix
F that ..... surveys undertaken in 2007 and '0dferent and cannot be compared
to EIM surveys. In another instance, acoustic tooimg of habitat areas was
discontinued at an early stage. Some surveysaitifionitoring methods that are not
adequate. Hare traps, for example, may indicageigp present but not the number
and dispersal of such species. Itis often clajmasger the biodiversity report, that
habitat restoration means that the site has greatdiversity than under its previous
grazing use.

While the regeneration is to be applauded, it ilogical to claim that impacts of
events are ameliorated by such. It is suggestdhle movement of fauna along the
wildlife corridor was less impacted by the grazusg than events. However, the
only way to measure impacts of events is througheitablishment of a credible
baseline and consistent robust monitoring regif@return to the RWG, these
outstanding issues around environmental manageamentiany others were raised
comprehensively by community representatives aaaly stage. However, the
machineries of the RWG as described has been utabéisfactorily address issues
and ensure improvements in monitoring and biodityersanagement.

This now undermines the proposal due to inadequatensistent baselines and a
lack of credible monitoring. So what is required?, a better defined, robust and
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clear compliance regime that ensures that commuejtsesentatives can bring the
same level of regulatory support to discussionsabgancy members are able to
exert. That means ensuring that the Departmemtotamply deflect queries from
community representatives back to the RWG withaisueing an effective
framework for the operation of the RWG. A cleastated and accessible framework
for the timely provision of comprehensive inforneaitito community representatives.

And (3), a substantially revived framework for édishing credible baselines and an
ongoing monitoring of the environmental performan@ur community has had a
long and ongoing interest in the environmental megent of the site due to its
importance in monitoring and enhancing regionatibiersity. Given the high level
of importance of this wildlife corridor and the patial for widespread and currently
unmeasured impacts, it is recommended that no aglbe given for the process —
for the proposal until the proponent can demorsstitzt credible baselines have
been established and that ongoing managementperad by a robust, consistent
and regular monitoring framework. Thank you venyam for your time today.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Mr Cameron. Our next ggater is Naomi Parra.
Actually, I'll have another — I'll make another tat the end. We'll perhaps move
on then to Tracey Barnes, please.

MS T. BARNES: Thanks. Can I just say thank yourescheduling. | did have a
presentation assembly this morning, and | was garsgy thankfully I'm last.
Maybe not so lucky. My name is Tracey Barnes. prmcipal of Goonengerry
Public School. | am the secretary of the Brunswiekey District Primary School
Sports Association and the secretary and the treastithe Far North Coast Zone
PSSA, and the senior vice president of the NorthsE8chool Sports Association. |
need to give some context for the reasons thathen®. Students in our schools
sport begin at school level, progressing througle psesentative, national and
international events, depending on their levelkif.s

Each level operates autonomously and with indeparelecutive and financial
responsibilities. School sports associations p®yathways for both able-bodied
athletes and those with a disability to competeigtier levels of competition within
a multitude of sports. There are 12 regions aaosstate. The region that |
represent is North Coast Region, and it extends, +lhstart again. Our North
Coast Region is the longest of the government dassmciations in terms of
geography, approximately 500 kilometres, and boraddrom the Queensland
border in the north to Laurieton in the south amdtto Dorrigo, Woodenbong,
Hernani and Drake, stretching east to Norfolk Idland Lord Howe.

As an organisation, our North Coast Region hasptB8ary schools, which is
15,200 students, 38 secondary schools, which 8B5tudents, a total of in excess
of 40,000 students. The zone that | represeheig-ar North Coast zone and we
have 53 primary schools extending to the Queendiandier. We have within that
districts and schools. Each year, our zone org#éaoisconducts carnivals in all
major sports. Our three major carnivals are cotetlinn swimming, athletics and
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cross country. These carnivals are selection ealsivhich allow students to
progress to the next level of competition, evemyualiminating in participation in
carnivals at state levels.

School sport is the biggest gifted and talentetiyay in New South Wales,
providing opportunities for both abled and disapiitudents to competition. In
recent times, it has become increasingly moreatliftito find venues capable of
hosting these events. Many sites in the past baea suitable but are now multi-use
facilities and have gradually built infrastruct@ecordingly, making them less
suitable for large sporting events. In additiogyrdh Shire Council continues to
charge schools and PSSA groups for use of fasiltibich puts financial pressure on
parents, as user pays. Three years ago, our associrustrated with lack of
suitable facilities, to host our cross-country dgeapproached the management of
North Byron Parklands.

After extensive consultation with Parklands manageinand numerous site
inspections, we hosted our first carnival in 20T6ie event was an outstanding
success for a variety of reasons. The site wasatda the schools within our zone.
Hosting sporting events at this level is largelgrysays. Parents pay levies that
allow us to hire venues, teachers, relief staffrfischools to organise and manage
our events, provide professional learning for teashpurchase uniforms, pay
umpires, referees, and assist families who strufyggacially to engage in sport.
North Byron Parklands generously donate their veowir organisation, allowing
us to divert those funds directly back to our stusle

There is more than adequate parking for the laugebers of participants at no cost
to parents. An increasing number of venues a@osgone and local government
areas have restricted paid timed parking. Thetfadtparents and visitors can park
their cars for long periods free of charge is aiicant factor for parents. There is
also capacity for buses. Vehicles entering andnegthe site had no impact on the
operation of our carnival, nor did they affect tduairse or the risk of students. The
venue provided the opportunity for courses of défe lengths to cater for a variety
of age groups. It also allowed for flexibility fas to modify a course, depending on
weather conditions and the terrain.

Parents had an opportunity to view the — a largegmeage of the course without
encroaching on the competition area, and the taleiwer and change room
facilities were immaculate and highlighted the ptitd to sustain an even larger
volume of people. The feedback we received attitme from parents, students and
schools across the zone after the carnival wadfisignt. Positive responses
commented and thanked us for providing a purpodédmnurse where children

could run a real cross country for the first tiraed expressed what a brilliant venue
the Parklands site was. Several students spake ton the day and appreciated the
fact that they were not just running around an tikelthey had to at district.

The overwhelming success of this initial carnit ho doubt in our minds that this
was a relationship that would continue. North ByRarklands once again opened
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its doors to the Far North Coast zone in 2017, wher had up to 350 students
visiting the site during the event. Once agaimgs highly successful. A
representative from our combined high schools ameh our North Coast region
attended the carnival and both expressed theief@ete to this venue as a site for
future zone and regional events after seeing frsilthe exceptional facilities and
potential offered by the Parklands site. Schooltspvents are held during school
hours and are generally noise-free to surroundingepties.

This year, the Far North Coast hosted a combinmalgpy school and combined high
school event. It increased the number of partigpéo approximately 650 athletes
and an additional 25 staff. In consultation agaith Parklands staff, we were able
to modify our event to cater more than adequatayte inclusion of buses as a
result of the high school teams’ inclusion in oarrgval. In addition, we were able
to offer an exciting and challenging four, six asght-kilometre course for our high
school colleagues. Districts and Zone do not wecany additional funding from the
Department of Education to conduct our events.tiNByron Parklands offers a
venue for hosting sporting and community eventsithfree of charge, well-
maintained and professionally run.

No other local government facility in our zone ideato provide anything that comes
close to this site. We have been able to invexigunto signage, course markers,
sound systems, which allow us to run a more prajea$ safe, high-quality sporting
event for our students and our parents. Every tyedwe host a carnival at
Parklands, we build on the relationship betweenagament and our executive that
is both extensive and professional, and embeddategic improvement measures
have been put in place. Both PSSA and CHS conserermade aware of
community use guidelines, including risk assesssyéraffic management, safety
and rubbish removal, and we admire the way Parklztaff enforce and monitor the
use to ensure effective, positive outcomes foredtalders, including the residents of
surrounding properties.

As a result, we are able to provide a high-qualggrting event to the students of the
far north coast. Each year, we are continuallyzedaat the improvements that have
taken place on the site. At a time when everyriass and local government
organisation has their hand out for money, NorthoByParklands once again has
demonstrated that it is a private facility who éciied to continual improvement of
its own facilities and infrastructure and is pregghto give back to the local
community. | have presented to the Commissiohénpiast and | have been told that
there is no — nothing new that should be said. drig thing that | need to
emphasise is the only thing that has really chamgétke height of the bar, and by
that | mean the level of consultation and support.

We are made more than aware of the water recytiisiggoes on, how we are
supposed to dispose of our rubbish, the regenaratigas that we can’t encroach on.
The other thing that has increased is the qualithefacilities, the number of
students participating, the number of positive bsaxk from parents, staff and
students, and the quality of our event that in@sa&wvery year, despite the fact that
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as an event we provide no financial benefit or otiee to North Byron Parklands. |
believe that you would be hard pressed to findrallef benevolence from any other
local company or organisation. Parklands is mioas just a concert venue twice a
year. lItis a valuable community facility. | wddike to thank the Commission for
the opportunity to speak on behalf of North ByrarkPands, and I've been endorsed
by all the organisations | represent today to suppaconditionally the application
for permanent approval as a cultural events Siteank you.

PROF MACKAY: Thank you, Ms Barnes. Ladies andttgmen, could | ask if
there is anyone present who has pre-registered bdwause they have not been here,
has not been afforded the opportunity to presetayd | note that we — we do need
to allow only those who have pre-registered to kpé@ell, that being the case,

could | thank both those in attendance as obsearatsll of the presenters for the
courteous and respectful way in which you havei@peted in today’s proceedings.

| reiterate that the period for receipt of commenighis proposal has been extended
until 11 January 2019. | thank you again for yatiendance. | would ask that when
we finish up that the room be vacated fairly prdsn@s we have some other matters
with which we need to deal, but on that basis | thiknk you and declare the
meeting closed. Thank you.

RECORDING CONCLUDED [4.15 pm]
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