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MR P. COCHRANE: So, um, well, before we begid, llke to acknowledge - - -
MS X. O'DONNELL: That's okay.

MR COCHRANE: - - - the traditional custodianstioé land on which we meet. I'd
also like to pay my respects to their elders, pagtpresent, and to the elders from
other communities who may be here today. Welcantbd meeting today on the
proposal seeking approval for the modificationhe YWhite Rock — White Rock
Wind Farm which includes changing the dimensionghefwind turbines, changing
the layout of the approved turbines and thennfrastructure, reducing the number
of turbines from 49 to 48, increasing the overatij@ct area and increasing the
vegetation clearing limits.

My name’s Peter Cochrane. I'm the chair of thi€ ifanel. Joining me are my
fellow — fellow commissioners, Wendy Lewin and AadriPilton. Xanthe O’Donnell
is attending from the Commission’s secretariatthininterest of openness and
transparency, and to ensure the full capture oifrttoemation, today’s meeting is
being recorded and a full transcript will be progdi@and made available on the
Commission’s website. This meeting is one pathefCommission’s decision
making process. It’'s taking place at the prelimyrgtage of this process and will
form one of several sources of information on wthilela Commission will base its
decision.

It's important for the commissioners to ask quewtiof attendees and to clarify
issues wherever we consider it appropriate. Ifgskia question and are notin a
position to answer, please, feel free to take thestion on notice and provide any
additional information in writing which we’ll theput up on our website. | request
that all members here today introduce themselvisdspeaking for the first time
and for all members to ensure they do not speaktbegop of each other to ensure
accuracy of the transcript. We will now begin. 1B — so to, um, Mike, we might
leave it to you two to introduce the project for ugnean, obviously - - -

MR M. YOUNG: Sure.

MR COCHRANE: - - - we've got the assessment repond the other
documentation.

MR YOUNG: Yeah. That's — that’s right. Um, dwmhk you for, ah, having us.
My name’s, ah, Mike Young. I'm the acting execetdirector of energy and
resources at the Department of Planning, IndustdyEnvironment. Um, I'll = Tim,
you should introduce yourself.

MR T. STUCKEY: Sure. Ah, Tim Stuckey, ah, sereorvironmental assessments —
assessment officer, um, energy assessments. t#ise Bepartment of Planning,
Industry and Environment.
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MR YOUNG: So, ah, we were not quite sure exasthat questions or — or what
issues you were keen — keen to ask. Um, ah,llllldo a very brief sort of
overview, | suppose, of our assessment and — and sbthe context.

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR YOUNG: Um, but then happy to answer, ah, angsgions you may have. Ah,
the White Rock Wind Farm, ah, was approved, obWjos®me years ago now. |
think in 2012.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: It's an old part 3A project. Um, artdnas, ah, approved in two
stages. There was a stage 1 and stage 2 and @dldweing the proponent, ah,
although it wasn’t the proponent at the time | Hedaut, um, ah, it's the proponent,
ah, in terms of the development of the project., ils built to stage 1, um, and
obviously, ah, was — had approval to build stage 2.

MS LEWIN: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: But, ah, has sought to, I think, givite elapsed time in terms of
technology with more efficient wind farms and, alwsly, higher tip heights, um,

and also, ah, I think, the — the better knowledggh® potential interactions and
potential impacts on, um, neighbouring properties @esidences, they've, ah, come
forward with a revised design for that stage Zhef¥White Rock Wind Farm. But if
you go up there on your site visit, which I'm — I'sare you will, you'll — you'll see
stage one is —is, ah, constructed and has beeatogenow for some time. Ah, and
that’s the stage 1 part of the project’s, genetallihe north, and the stage 2, ah, part
of the project’s, generally to the south.

Ah, in terms of the assessment process, um, wexihited the — the application
and we, ah, got, | think something like 60, ah,msigsions which includes, ah, 12
from government agencies, ah, and a number frommdhemunity. We did get, ah,
47 from the public. Now, most of those public sudsions did object, ah, to the
project. Um, however, the majority of the, ah, pledhat objected to the project
were not living in the local area. They tend to & living further away which is
indicative of, ah, wind, ah, farm or wind energgpjects where you do have — these
type of projects do attract, um, submissions added objections from other parts of
the State. And, indeed, sometimes overseas.

Um, we — in this particular case, we saw the keyesas, ah, the additional, ah,
visual impacts associated with taking the tip heaftthe turbines, um, from 150
metres to 200 metres, ah, which is obviously aeagonably significant, ah,
increase. Certainly, we, ah, assess a lot of noadiibns with more, like, you know,
20 or 30 metres so this is a relatively large iasee Although, that, | think, again,
reflects the, um, the time elapsed since 201Zeretbouts, when, um, the project
was first approved with much shorter turbines.
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So we saw — we saw visual impacts as — as onedapissues. Um, particularly,
ah, accumulative impacts as well. Um, not onljhvgitage 1 but also the nearby
Sapphire Wind Farm, which you’ll see when you'rethere, is also, ah, constructed
and, ah, is operating. Um, there’s also, ah, galy Glen Innes Wind Farm which
has been approved, ah, physically commenced,nmstef maintaining the validity

of the approval, um, but is not, ah, yet being tmesed in a material way, so to
speak. Um, so there’s a — there is an approval ind Farm there. And it's worth
saying that we are currently still assessing a fraadion to that wind farm as well,
which, broadly speaking, involves an increase @ndize of the turbines as well.

MR A. PILTON: A similar increase? Sorry, it's Adn.

MR YOUNG: Um, I'd have to take that notice. Yeah! can’t quite recall. Um, |
don’t think it's quite as a significant increase&Géen Innes.

MR STUCKEY: The planis anincrease. They'regmsing to go from 150 metres
up to 180 metres.

MR YOUNG: Yeah.
MR PILTON: Okay.

MR YOUNG: Yeah. So a little bit less. Um, sotbe White Rock, ah, proposal —
the other issue, | guess, other than visual impaats which is, ah, typical of — of
putting such large structures in the landscape,isiadso the biodiversity impacts
and the additional clearing that would be requirblbw, this is also not unusual for
wind farm proposals where, ah, we have had a nuofbah, modifications
applications over the last two or three years wipeoponents have done detailed
design, ah, on all elements of their, um, proposg&dstructure. Particularly things
like access tracks on steep terrain.

MR PILTON: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: And, ah, that has indicated that, &le, ¢stimates of clearing, ah,
required to construct the project as originallyraped, um, have not been sufficient
to allow the project to actually to get built. Uand so it’s really a combination of,
um, possibly not allowing a sufficient area in thist instance, but also probably also
proponents learning, um, over time about the nanceextent of batters and — and
other things on access tracks on steep terrainh@nareas that are required to
actually make those stable and also to manage satienosion and access —
accessibility, etcetera. So we have had, a — &ruof proposals now where, um,
companies are seeking additional clearing, um,rasult of the detailed design
process and — and this is no exception.

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.
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MR YOUNG: Now, it does appear to be a reasonaiggificant increase in the
clearing.

MS LEWIN: Mmm.
MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, anditis. Although, | would sae part of that is also a—a
redefined methodology, um, as well as an actualinahease in the extent of — of
clearing. Um, so the biodiversity assessment nuetlogy has changed over time
and so there is different ways of, ah, calculatind — and estimating the — the total
impacts. Um, but the key issue is that, um, theyah - they've redesigned and done
their detailed design and so they're expecteddarclum, more vegetation as — as a
result. Further to that, you may be aware thattimapany has just, ah, recently
indicated to the department that it's seeking talifyats modification application,

um, by, ah, its, ah — it would — it would — is seek ah, approval to, ah, increase the
clearing, ah, a little bit more again, | think,tive order of up to 10 hectares.

MS O’'DONNELL: Yes.

MR YOUNG: Um, in addition, ah, and | think, issfle some EEC involved in that?
Or they'’re not sure at this stage?

MR STUCKEY: Yeah. Tim Stuckey. Yeah, thereasne EEC. Um, Ribbon Gum
EEC.

MR YOUNG: So they've done some further designkyam, and, ah, they're
seeking to amend the modification application dr&yve written to us - the
company’s written to the department and we’ll beviarding that on to the IPC, um,
shortly. Ah, and, ah, | understand that informatiah, will be made — will be
available but, obviously, will be, | guess, forrpart of your deliberations in addition
to the documents you have before you. Um, sormgef those, ah — and then the, |
guess, the other key issue that we — we alwaysdgakh, in — in detail for, ah, wind
farms is, um, noise and making sure that the, mpgsed, um, changes don't, ah,
involve any potential exceedances of the relevargencriteria, um, that, ah, are
documented in — in the, ah, the noise bulletindon, wind energy projects in New
South Wales and derived from the advice from tha.EP

So in this instance, um, we also engaged a, unregiard to visual impacts, we
engaged, um, Terry O’Hanlon from O’Hanlon Desidie’s a — a landscape
architect. A visual impact expert. He’s assidtezldepartment on a number of, um,
wind energy projects and, ah, Tim and, ah, othenbss of the team and, ah — and
Terry O’Hanlon have visited the site on more thae occasion and, ah — and, ah,
sought access to the areas, um, that were impdaaamidertake an independent
visual impact assessment of the proposed charfges .| think it's important to
realise that there is a key — there is a wind fapproved there. Up to 150 metres
with, | think, 49 turbines now down to 48.
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MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, and so it’s not about consideringrange of land use or it —

you know, it's more about, well, is the — is thergase in the nature and scale of the
turbines and/or the additional clearing, is thategtable. Um, in terms of the — the
overall approach that — that Goldwin has takenjtatan be summarised by — in
regard to the stage 2 turbines is, ah, lookinglatreducing potential impacts on —
on — ah, near neighbours.

Recognising that the additional 50 , ah — 50 metr@sld, potentially, increase the
approved impacts and so in broad terms they’'ve shawe, most of the turbines,
um, ah, and some of them quite a distance, ahgtavest, um, generally speaking,
which is away from, ah, a lot of the residentiaaigers. So the outcome of our
visual impact assessment, ah, was that in broatsttre impacts of the project, ah,
don’t significantly increase. Um, mostly becaugéhose, ah, micro-siting or the -
the moving or relocation of turbines away from, yorgperties.

MR PILTON: Yep.

MR YOUNG: Looking at other screening, such atppphy and vegetation to
take advantage of that to screen views, um, ofuti@nes from different dwellings.
Ah, the exception is, probably a property to tha, to the east — and | don’t know
whether you've got a map we can - - -

MS LEWIN: Yep.

MR YOUNG: - --we can have alook at. I've patity got one here. Do you have
that map, Tim? That big one? That might be usefd got that one. Yeah. This
one here.

MS LEWIN: Yeah.

MR YOUNG: So, sowe ..... ourselves stage 1 ibene. Stage 2 is down here.
We've got, um, Glen Innes over here — and the Giaas Wind Farm and the Glen
Innes town. Um, so in this, this particular prapeén here, um, ah, there’s a number
of dwelling, I think, even up to five under the saownership. Um, and, ah, this
property was, ah, originally part of the propogsailh® project and had at least two
turbines on — on the property itself. Um, thaaagement has lapsed, or ceased.

MR PILTON: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, and so part of the changes thatd@oid has proposed is to
remove any and all infrastructure from — from thateah, that's right. That — that
hatched property. Ah, however, whilst you didréve — obviously, there’s now no
infrastructure proposed on that property, um, younave some residual turbines in
relatively close proximity. Um, something like 1567 kilometres away.
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MR COCHRANE: Yeah.

MR YOUNG: And 200 metres, as you can imagin, +sis a very big piece of, ah,
industrial infrastructure in the landscape. Andasa result of the analysis, um, and
based on advice from our visual expert, um, wetfeglt the properties — or the
dwellings, ah, 180 and 190 in particular, that,thb,residual impacts on those two
properties were — with regards to visual impactsenstill quite high. Um, and as a
result of that, um, we felt that, ah, it would leasonable to offer, um, voluntary
acquisition for the — to the owners of, of thattgattar, um, or those particular
dwellings.

Now, when we don’t — for wind energy projects we/agy cautious, in terms of
offering voluntary acquisition rights, ‘cause itbviously, it's a big, um, you know,
ah, impost on people, in terms of, um, ah, you knmetentially going through a
process to their property to the — to the propanéhmh, but we did look at, um —
before we think about looking at acquisition right® certainly consider, you know,
whether there are, um, ways of either reducingrtipacts through either things like
screening, um, relocating, ah, or deleting turhines, or. indeed, not approving the
proposed increase.

Um, in the case of these two particular, um, akellimgs, um, because of the
landscape and because of the proximity, ah, ofut®Enes, we considered that in
order to eliminate that impact, you'd have to altyudelete a lot of turbines,
including, um, arguably turbines in locations tae¢ already approved.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: |- you know, at the 150 level.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, so we did consider that, ah, orabak, um, you know, if — if —
if the — the, um, the turbines are constructedthatithe owners of the property, um,
you know, feel that the impacts are unacceptabledm, um, that they should have
the choice, within a certain period of time, td sietir property to — to Goldwind.
Um, I think, was it five years, or three years?

MR STUCKEY: Three.

MR YOUNG: Three years.

MR STUCKEY: Three, I think. Yep.

MR YOUNG: Three years. Three years. Um, sowmild allow them time to
understand and appreciate what the impacts ailg tikde, ah, and then make a

decision about — an informed decision about whetiey wanted to sell their
property. And, obviously, there’s a range of pohges that we’ve had in place for a
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long time about how those acquisitions can ocamr, and the sorts of things that
need to be considered in that acquisition. We lalsked at some of the other
properties here that are relatively high impaci,these 220 and 200 which are also
under the ownership. Um, but as a result of dedaanalysis of those dwellings, or
the potential visual impacts on those dwellings,ceesidered that, um, things like
topography and existing vegetation and so fortlsoime extent, screened the visual
impacts and the residual impact was not so sigmfithat it would warrant, um,
acquisition of those properties.

So, in a nutshell, in terms of visual, um, youmnapart from that cluster in that
particular part of the landscape, we did feel,noal terms, that whilst it is going up
by 50 metres, the actual residual impacts werenatérially greater or different to
what was already approved. Apart from, particyl#inls area here. Ah, and the
approach we took, obviously, was to grant voluntarguisition rights. In terms of
noise, my understanding is that, um, it compliethall the noise criteria, um, at all
privately owned, ah, dwellings. Um, and in termh®iodiversity, ah, whilst there is
a potential increase in the, um, the nature anehngxif clearing, um, the, ah, the
offset policy allows those impacts to be offset #mlcompany does have an offset
site, um, that it's proposing to use and if, ifttHaesn’t provide sufficient credits
then it'll use the other mechanisms under the Bieidity Conservation Act to retire
the credits associated with that.

Um, but, look, you know, the — the — the bottone lis that the changes, um, will
result in — in — in additional clearing, albeit soof those impacts, ah, are really to
build infrastructure that’s already approved. itisre about a more accurate
delineation of, um, those access tracks, etcet@oaum, | mean, obviously, we
looked at all the other matters as well and you-egau can, sort of — I'll take that as
broadly read in the report.

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: In terms of, you know, traffic and Abginal heritage and, and other
matters along those lines. So in broad terms,yam know, it would increase, in
terms of the benefits of the project, obviouslyy ymow, we’ve got a renewable
energy action plan in New South Wales. There’'s tie Commonwealth, um,
renewable energy target. Um, there’s also, umtheh- the — the turbines in and of
themselves. My understanding is that the largdrites and the different models
that they’re proposing to use would, um, be — gatiee40 per cent more renewable
energy compared to the approved project for, esdnta similar number of
turbines.

Um, there’d also be, you know, the usual benefisoaiated with construction of the,
of the wind farm itself, um, and there’d be bersefd the community in terms of,

um, payments to the local council. There’d obviple benefits in terms of the land
owners that are hosting the infrastructure, in teoflease payments, etcetera. So,
um, | think in summary, unless, Tim, you can thaflanything in particular that I've
missed?
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MR STUCKEY: Um, no. | guess one point, um, théfprobably make about the
turbines in proximity to N180 and N190, in termdadking at mitigation measures,
um, Goldwind actually advised that — that one os#hturbines, um, near the
boundary of, of the property owned by N180, N19@lawner, is actually the
highest yielding, um, turbine for the stage 2 @ finoject.

MR COCHRANE: Right.

MR STUCKEY: Therefore, removing that turbine wabllave a pretty significant
impact, um, on, you know, the — the efficiency, @mg the output of the — the
project.

MR YOUNG: I guess the only thing is to say istthan, you know, none, none of
the agencies or councils objected to the propddal, | guess it’s really, broadly
more of the same or, you know, a slightly more gebpn the same land. Um, the
other thing I guess is, in regard to, um, lightiam, that, ah, there is a
recommendation from CASA that, um, ah, night liggton the turbines be installed,
as | understand it.

MR STUCKEY: That'’s right.

MR YOUNG: Um, and obviously that does introducether element during the
night time, in particular, in terms of visual impg&on — on surrounding residence.
Now, there is technology — there are guidelines @SA has to shield the lights,
um, and to address the luminosity. Um, there’s atane technology that | think we
asked to be imposed on the detection.

MR STUCKEY: Yes. So---

MR YOUNG: Aircraft dectetion.

MR STUCKEY: - --we've, um, we've required théminstall, um, detection
lighting systems so whenever there’s a plane commgan ..... turbines, um, they’ll
be turned off. Um, the rest of the time the lighth actually not - - -

MR YOUNG: ‘Cause we have - - -

MR PILTON: They just turn them on? They dondsh. They just go on.

MR YOUNG: Yeah, that's right. Yeah.

MR PILTON: Yep.

MR YOUNG: Yep. So we, we have — overtime as,-uas communities — the

feedback we're getting from a number of communjtiedeed, in regard to the
Sapphire Wind Farm which is just north of here, inutther parts of the State as
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well, that people do value their night skies. W know, their dark night skies

MR PILTON: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - --inrural areas and, ah, so weénbeen working with CASA and
the wind farm commissioner — the Commonwealth Warch commissioner, to
come up with some — and indeed Goldwind, who’sop@nent of this particular
project, to, um, introduce some technology aboutimmising those impacts. And
probably — apart from the shielding and the lumitydssue, the — the key thing
that's been able to be introduced is this airatafection system - - -

MR PILTON: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - --um, where it's only used whersitiecessary, | suppose, would
be the summary. Um, and so to some extent thaldwoitigate the impacts. Um,
and there’s also — there will also be a detailesgssment and liaison with CASA
about the nature and extent of the lighting andctviirbines need to be lit and so
forth. And I think all the agencies and regulatansl, obviously, the company from
a cost point of view is, ah, keen to make sure tyesd, aviation safety is paramount
but also only where it's, you know — light thosebines where it's necessary, um, to
minimise, you know, disturbance to, ah, peoplentivin the vicinity.

MR PILTON: So do these other ones have nightilighon them? Stage 1?

MR STUCKEY: Yes. Um, so CASA requires, um, dtedght above — sorry, above
a height of 150 metres - - -

MR PILTON: | see. Okay.

MR STUCKEY: Um, so that's why, you know, thesergpto 200 metres that - - -
MR PILTON: Okay.

MR STUCKEY: - - - they — they will require .....

MR YOUNG: We can take that on notice but my reailon is that possibly
Sapphire, which is 200 metres turbines, that tHzn an issue there and — and the
lighting has been installed. Um, but I think la#t¢hat, um, the lighting on stage 1 —
there hasn’t been a requirement for lighting ‘caitiseasn’t above the 150.

MS LEWIN: And has Sapphire put up this new tedbgg?

MR YOUNG: No. It doesn't because - - -

MS LEWIN: Right.
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MR YOUNG: ---thatwas - - -

MS LEWIN: Right. Right.

MR YOUNG: Butit's, um, part of the, ah, the leangs, | suppose, from that.

MS LEWIN: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: And we are working with the communitycathe wind farm
com_missi_oner to try and address that. Um, bueiisier to do upfront than reverse
engineer it.

MS LEWIN: Sure.

MR YOUNG: Yep.

MR PILTON: Mmm.

MR STUCKEY: Um, if | might add to that as wellnin consultation with the
applicants and — and with CASA, um, CASA has atyuah, agreed that reduction
of the illumination for the actual - - -

MS LEWIN: Mmm.

MR PILTON: Mmm.

MR STUCKEY: - - - the number of lumens per lighin, by 90 per cent - - -

MR PILTON: Right.

MR STUCKEY: - - - ah, was actually available tatlv projects.

MR PILTON: Yep.

MR STUCKEY: Um, which would maintain safety, ungvigation. Night time
safety.

MR PILTON: Mmm.

MR STUCKEY: Um, but also reduce the, you knove lighting intensity.
MS LEWIN: Mmm.

MR STUCKEY: Therefore, reducing the visual imgact

MS LEWIN: Mmm.
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MR COCHRANE: So while the lights might be on danbusly, they will flicker
because of the turbine blades.

MR YOUNG: Oh, of course. Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: Um, and | think flicker was raisesl @— an issue from some
submissions.

MS LEWIN: Yes.

MR COCHRANE: Can | ask about the aircraft detatystem? Is it the physical
proximity of the aircraft? Or is it, you know,dgered by flight plans? Ah - - -

MR YOUNG: | think we’ll take that on notice.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: But my understanding is that it's at's a radar detection system.
MR COCHRANE: Right. Okay.

MR YOUNG: Soit’s a pinging type - - -

MR COCHRANE: So .....

MR YOUNG: The other thing to say to this is thi@s area — the main concern, if it
Is a concern, is that you've got the Glen Innepaair

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, but I think that, ah, you know,gta fairly, um — it's not a high
usage - - -

MR COCHRANE: Sure.

MR YOUNG: - - - facility. Um, and that | don’hink that there’s, you know —
CASA certainly hasn’t indicated that there’s anytenial problem with developing
the turbines - - -

MR COCHRANE: Okay.

MR YOUNG: - --to 200 metres. It's more - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: - - - that appropriate lighting, in ardance - - -
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MR COCHRANE: Yep.
MR YOUNG: - - - with its policy ought to be, aimstalled.
MR COCHRANE: Yep. Right. Okay.

MR YOUNG: But, um, we can take that on noticetarms of precisely how the
aircraft detection system works.

MR COCHRANE: I'm thinking more of, um, bushfirdslicopters, etcetera.
MR YOUNG: Right.

MR COCHRANE: Whether it, you know, it all migh&ye — or small local aircraft,
| guess, rather than something more commercialetiddn they are detectable.

MR YOUNG: Yes. Yes.

MR COCHRANE: But anyway, CASA will - - -

MR YOUNG: No, we’ll — we’ll get back to you onehn that.
MR COCHRANE: Okay.

MR YOUNG: Those details. | guess, the only thildigsay is, obviously, there’s an
approved wind farm but, obviously, the height’srgpup at this stage.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm. Yep.
MS LEWIN: Mmm.
MR YOUNG: Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: Allright. Great. Thanks, Mike.rdbably got a few questions.
Do we want to - - -

MS LEWIN: Yeah. Yeah, well - - -

MR COCHRANE: - - -1 will start or — I've got ask of them.
MS LEWIN: Yeah. | think you've got a list thatew - -

MR COCHRANE: [I've got a list.

MS LEWIN: - - - we worked on before.

MR YOUNG: Mmm. Sure.
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MR COCHRANE: Right. Can | start with them?

MS LEWIN: Yes.

MR COCHRANE: Um, what — well, you've dealt withet aviation hazard one, |
think, with just that proviso. | don't think we th@any other questions on aviation
hazard. Um, accumulative impacts, | guess have tmsed by a few people.

MR YOUNG: Mmm. Mmm.

MR COCHRANE: And I think we know there’s a pot@hfor other wind farms to
come into this region as — as well.

MR YOUNG: Well, um, ah, I'm not aware of any. tAbugh, | would say that, um,
we’re only — in terms of the decision on this partar application, we’re only legally
entitled to - - -

MR COCHRANE: ..... look at this one.
MR YOUNG: - --to consider, well, to considemuthose that have either been
approved - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: - - - and built.

MR COCHRANE: Yes.

MR YOUNG: Or approved and not built.

MR COCHRANE: Not — yep.

MR YOUNG: Or, ah, DA lodged but not yet deternidne

MR COCHRANE: And we have that list in the assemstmeport, | think.

MR YOUNG: You have that list in the - - -

MR COCHRANE: Okay.

MR YOUNG: - - -inthe assessment report. Unt, lmok, | — I — | mean, I think,
ah, accumulative impacts in all its forms, but jgatarrly in regard to visual and the
changing of the landscape - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - --is—is absolutely a real issue.
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MR COCHRANE: Yeah.

MR YOUNG: Um, so you've got, obviously, stageridastage 2 of — of White
Rock.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: You've got Sapphire, which is a largend/farm - - -
MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - - - not, not far to the north.

MR COCHRANE: Far right. Yep.

MR YOUNG: Um, and that’s got 200 metre turbinésd then what you’'ve got
here on the — on the eastern side of White Roekiss- is a valley - - -

MR COCHRANE: Yeah.

MR YOUNG: - --um, which you’ll see when you, aiyou visit the site. And on
the other side of that, the topography goes upemgigeply again - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmm. Yep.

MR YOUNG: - --um, before you get to — it goesah again towards Glen Innes.
So on that next ridge, immediately to the east - -

MR COCHRANE: East. Yep.

MR YOUNG: - --um, you do have the Glen Innesnd/Farm approved.

MR COCHRANE: Yes. Approved. Yep.

MR YOUNG: Um, at — with turbines at 150-odd. #dugh there’s a modification
looking to increase those as well. Now, whethat'shever developed is — is — is yet
to be determined. But, | guess, from a, ah, youmsideration, you're perfectly
entitled to consider the fact that is an approvetivarm.

MR COCHRANE: ..... yep. Sure.

MR YOUNG: Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: Um, on the size of the blade, ale,dbmpany hasn't quite
committed it's seeking the - - -

MR YOUNG: Mmm.
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MR COCHRANE: - - - the maximum of 200 metres wailh 85 metre blade but
hasn’t committed to that yet. Um, and, thereforee of the, um, conditions around
the transport route, ah, reflects some of the wairgy about that blade length
because there may be additional clearing requineshad upgrades required if the
blades are the full 85 metres. And so, um, | kfimm my previous experience with
a wind farm approval, the road upgrades were aemattsome concern because they
came late in the piece and, in fact - - -

MR YOUNG: Yep.

MR COCHRANE: - - - halted the project for a whitem, whilst - - -
MR YOUNG: Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: - - - the additional clearing wasatevith.

MR YOUNG: So, yes, indeed. Yes. So I'm famiketh the project you're
referring to.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, so this is a bit different, in tsense of, um, the — obviously,
there’s an approved alignment all the way from agproved route all the way from
the port.

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR YOUNG: Um, ah, that was assessed on the lofsisn, smaller turbines and,
hence, smaller blades. Um, there has been cofisnltaith RMS - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: - --um, about the, ah, increase iadal and, therefore, the increase
in the size of vehicle that would need to be, @&played in order to transport that,
um, to the site. Um, my understanding is thath@gitouncil nor — as the local roads
authority, nor, um, RMS as the state road authty, um, objected to the proposal

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - - -to, to use, um, ah, to transpait, blades of that size. However,

I think it will be subject to — and — but concemsre raised earlier in the process and
as a result of that, the company prepared a —ta essessment - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.
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MR YOUNG: - - - or an engineering assessment,which identified a number of
points that might need further, ah, detailed cogrsition.

MR COCHRANE: ..... yep.

MR YOUNG: And so we undertook further consultatlwoth with the company
and RMS on those matters, um, and it was fair ydlsat the — the feedback was that
that was a — a wost-case scenario.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm. Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, that they may need to, ah, haveusid that would pass over
private property and, and those sort of thingdori't think clearing was an issue.

MR COCHRANE: Okay.
MR YOUNG: It was more about, um, roundabouts amd - - -
MR COCHRANE: Yep. Okay.

MR YOUNG: - - - and radius’s around certain camand so forth and whether
they need to get access to, um, private land arttd-so forth.

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, the indication from, from, ah, RM8d from Goldwind is that
that — the nature and extent of those potentiaksvoan and will be managed
through the, um, works activities, um, deed.

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: That would need to be entered into, with RMS in regard to that.
But there was nothing — no constraints that wenasansequential that that couldn’t
be managed through the process. Um, so | guessgiven that feedback from
RMS and certainly no objections from council, imte of local roads, um, we saw
that as ultimately something that: (a) would needde managed by RMS, but (b),
um, if there was an issue, not that we’re antiangait, but if there was an issue, that,
um, ah, that's Goldwind’s risk - - -

MR COCHRANE: Yeah. Yep.
MR YOUNG: - --um, interms of its ability toand obviously all of those works,
authorisation deeds and so forth, that needs teeal place before, you know,

things actually, you know - - -

MR COCHRANE: .....

.WHITE ROCK WIND FARM MOD 6_DEPARTMENT 23.9.19 pP-17
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

MR YOUNG: - - - things actually, you know, staravelling up the road and so
forth. And so sometimes you, you end up with terapoworks as well that might
be required, you know, as opposed to permanentswvork

MR COCHRANE: Mmm. Yeah. That's on the .....

MR YOUNG: And so that detailed design will needoe done, um, through that
process and — and | guess, you know, our role we aa, we were sufficiently
satisfied that it was feasible, um, but that sort@ited work needed to be done and
if there was an issue - - -

MR COCHRANE: Okay.

MR YOUNG: - --itwas — it was Goldwind’s riskJm, ideally — ideally - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: - --um, you know, we’'d have more @énty about that. But |
guess, ultimately, you know - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.
MR YOUNG: - - - we considered that it was — itsM@oldwind’s risk. If —if — if
they were unable to get authorisation to do ttmatn tobviously it would need to, um,

adjust the size of its blades accordingly.

MR COCHRANE: Right. Okay. Could we — can wefdoe do our site visit get
better maps. So A3s.

MR YOUNG: Yes. Absolutely.

MR COCHRANE: Because, um, you need a microscopseé¢ some of these.
MR YOUNG: Yes. Yes.

MR COCHRANE: The detail on it.

MR YOUNG: Absolutely. Happy to do that.

MR COCHRANE: That would be very helpful. | thiddd would be adequate.
MS LEWIN: Yes.

MR PILTON: Yes. Ithink so.

MR YOUNG: Mmm.
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MR COCHRANE: Um, particularly these ones thatdngot the property locations

MR YOUNG: Sure.
MR COCHRANE: ---on-onthem.
MR YOUNG: Yep.

MR COCHRANE: Um, you mentioned the further mochtion. Just—I'm
interested in the process - - -

MR YOUNG: |, | might suggest on those A3 mapst,jum, happy if you're — if
the IPC’s — | mean, we're happy to deliver them Ibutjust thinking from ease of
getting them to you and so forth.

MS O’'DONNELL: If you could just send us high réston, that's fine. | can print
them here.

MR YOUNG: Oh, I think that those, those — do wekat, what did we provide?
Do we provide - - -

MR STUCKEY: | mean there, yeah, there’s the magke report. But, um, yeah,
we’ve probably got some files we can send through.

MR YOUNG: Okay. Yep. Sure.

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MS O’'DONNEL: That would be great.

MR COCHRANE: Digital copy would be great.
MR YOUNG: Sorry. Sorry .....

MS O'DONNELL: A, yeah, a digital copy and we cadm some hard copies if you
need them later.

MR PILTON: Yeah.
MS LEWIN: There were possibly other maps too that- - -
MR COCHRANE: Yep. Should - - -

MS LEWIN: - - - thought we'd - - -
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MR COCHRANE: We could make a list, maybe, themtka can liaise with you
guys.

MR YOUNG: Yeah. That's fine. Yeah.

MS LEWIN: Yes. Yep. Yes.

MS O'DONNELL: Il email.

MR YOUNG: No problems. Yep.

MR COCHRANE: Which ones. Okay. We can do tltdra
MS O'DONNELL: Good.

MR COCHRANE: Um, just on the process for thehart10 — was it 10 hectares
clearing, | think, they’'ve come back to you with a-

MR YOUNG: Yes. Up to, | think. That's right.

MR COCHRANE: Yep. So justin terms of procesguéss that's a modification to
the modification.

MR YOUNG: Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: We’d have to notify that on the —ttve website and prior to the
public meeting as well.

MR YOUNG: Yes.

MS O'DONNELL: Yes.

MR COCHRANE: Ah, is there any risk, in terms bétprocess of it?

MR YOUNG: Oh, | mean, obviously, lawyers can aasthat better than I, but my
— my feeling is that, um, you — you are able to ifyogh application right up until
the day of determination.

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: Ah, obviously, the IPC as a relevanhsent authority needs to
consider that.

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, and in accordance with, um, you wngection 4.15 and its
various matters there, um, in terms of consultatvth the community and so forth,
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which is obviously an important part of the progesa, my — my suggestion or my
view would be that provided the documentation oirly what that is proposed to be,
and/or, um, is available on the IPC’s website ptaorum, the public meeting, then at
least it would be flagged - - -

MR COCHRANE: Yep.
MR YOUNG: - - - at the public meeting that there-
MR COCHRANE: That's .....

MR YOUNG: - - - was additional clearing involvedly understand is that we're
talking about changes in the design well withinghe and so forth, and so it's not
so much an impact for the surrounding community.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, more of a, | guess, the biodiversihpact.
MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR YOUNG: A ..... biodiversity type impact.

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR YOUNG: As opposed to like an access road arething like that. Um, in

terms of the subsequent process to that, so wejlirbviding — or prior to the

meeting, we’ll be providing that letter from thengpany where it's seeking to amend

its application, ah, and some broad details abb@itand the next steps it's proposing

to undertook. My understanding is it's going tostone more survey — engage some
consultants to do some more ecological surveywillithen provide that

information to us. We’'ll prepare some kind of sigmpentary document - - -

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: - - - and forward that to the IPC farsideration as to determining
the application. Um, the timeframe for that — d® lmave a broad timeframe for
when the company’s likely to provide that?

MR STUCKEY: Yeah. I'm not sure. Ah, | believeewan get something to the
IPC, potentially, today or tomorrow. But in terwfsthe company completing the —
the surveys and — and providing that final docuragon, it may be November. Um,
so still a number of weeks away. Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: Right.

MR STUCKEY: But they need to get ecological sysreompleted on site first.
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MR COCHRANE: Okay. That's an interesting devetgmt. Um, the substation
site is also part of this. There’s a change of thhéancrease the size of it. Um, which
seems ..... for good reason. Um, but it does ilnpasome large trees, | think, in the
paddock. And there’s the one that, potentiall\g &acar on it which may have
heritage value. | think that’s just really mengoon the - - -

MR YOUNG: Did you want to comment on that, Tini?terms of your - - -

MR STUCKEY: Um, from, from what | understand, thé¢he company has, um —
has committed to avoiding that scar tree.

MR COCHRANE: Yep. ‘Cause — yeah.
MR STUCKEY: Yep.

MR COCHRANE: Yep. Okay. Um, so lastly, ah, theras some comments, |
think it was in the RTS that talked about an ongmeed for erosion control —
sediment control arising from road works from stagehich seemed to suggest that
it's a pretty difficult site to work. Ah, and, urwhich means | suppose they were
paying more attention to stage 2 and that's sté&pgranite, | think, and highly
erodible.

MR YOUNG: Yeah. Look, | think one of the, theykissues, um, particularly in

this part of the State, and from — if we liaiseulagy with the, um, the compliance
team within the department who undertakes periodigections and audits and so
forth of the construction of these projects, une, filkledback from the compliance unit
is that, um, this particular part of the State, givetn the — the steep terrain in some
parts of the site, such as at White Rock, um,-tretd indeed feedback from some of
the host landowners, is that managing sedimenta@resnd doing adequate batters
and so forth on steep terrain, um, is challengaing,and requires careful
management.

And, ah, | think it's in my preliminary commentanuit’s precisely why they want to
ensure that the design that they’re putting forward/, um, manages that
sufficiently, in terms of the disturbance footpriatbe more realistic about what's
actually going to be required. | don’t think th'eranything — I mean, in terms of the
nature and extent of those — those impacts areeatly — not the extent of them, but
the nature of those impacts are not changinghey;'te still developing a wind farm
on the same land and that’s been approved.

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR YOUNG: It's more about the additional — onetloé benefits of the additional
clearing, | suppose, if you could say that, is thatould allow them to manage this

MR COCHRANE: Yep.
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MR YOUNG: - - - you know, from an engineering gpeective, perhaps more
adequately than they have in the past. Um, buhwhe&hen we're talking about
sediment erosion impacts, so in regard to stagenl) don’t think — we’re not
talking about, you know, very widespread or vegngicant pollution incidents.
We're talking about managing, you know, dirt tracigsa side of a steep hill. But
doing that, you know, without, you know, having peo sediment fences in place,
um, making sure that they're clean, making surg’'thenanaged, particularly after
heavy rain and those sorts of things, um, we'refolr example, there’s — the UPA,
for example, hasn’t, um, you know, had to have laupon prosecution - - -

MR COCHRANE: That'’s right.

MR YOUNG: - - - or investigation or anything likkat in regard to it. So it's more
about localised sediment erosion control. Andtis same — it would be fair to say,
though, that in this part of the State with, as gay, with the granite soils and so
forth, the dispersibility and erodibility is high.

MR PILTON: Am | correct in assuming that theywdty haven’t done all the
detailed design yet of the cuts and fills and - - -

MR YOUNG: I think they’ve done more than they Wdnormally do at this stage
of the process.

MR PILTON: Yeah.

MR YOUNG: Because: (a) because they've alreadly stage 1, and (b) that’s
why they're seeking that additional, um, cleariidut I'm sure there would still be
detailed design to be done, yes, before it's algtuatonstruction commences. Yes.

MR PILTON: Mmm.

MR COCHRANE: And I think in your earlier commentsu mentioned that that is
probably the major driver of the additional 169 thees clearing.

MR YOUNG: Yeah. I, I think it's definitely the ajor driver. That's right.

MR COCHRANE: Yep. Yep.

MR YOUNG: Yep.

MR COCHRANE: Okay.

MR YOUNG: And, look, we've had — we’ve had othecidents — with the same
company, in fact, not — who — who often buy — pasghwind farms that have
already been approved, and, ah, you know, disaayéhiat upon the detailed design

that, um, they’'ve had to, you know, get a modifmafprecisely along these lines.
Because of — hasn’t allowed - - -
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MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MS LEWIN: Yeah.

MR PILTON: Yass Valley was - - -

MR YOUNG: Well, yeah. Exactly. Yass Valley wdube - - -
MR PILTON: Exactly, yeah.

MR YOUNG: - - - exactly the same. So it's fairday that a lot of these projects
were approved a number of years ago. And, ahpitésof the key issues that when
something comes up now, a new project and we ogrtmiok at that, you know, in a
different way to, perhaps, you know, 10 years age -

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.
MR YOUNG: - - - or — or whenever when these timgere approved.

MS LEWIN: In terms of rehabilitation and — ana&seng the biodiversity offsets in
the future under new, um, guidelines, do — are teguired to pay a bond in advance
of all of this?

MR YOUNG: No. So, um, so there’s a couple ofiessthere. Um, in terms of the
site itself, um, there’s no sunset clause on the the wind farm itself. It can be
refurbished over time.

MS LEWIN: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, so it can stay there, for | gues$ong period of time. Um,
that’s the first thing to say. Second thing to sathat, um, there’s an obligation
within the recommended conditions, which is a stadatondition that's been
developed over the last couple of years for refiabdn and decommissioning, is
that, ah, when certain turbines are not operathgfor a certain period of time, |
think it's 12 months, something like that, if theg’'not been operating continuously
for 12 months, there’s an obligation to decommissieem, um, within 18 months.

And so it's to avoid the situation in California e you've — if you've been to
California, there’s certain parts of California wlgah, there’s a lot of, ah, defunct,
non-operating wind turbines just sitting therehe tandscape rusting away. And
clearly that’s not a great land use outcome for ®wth Wales. So we were quite
keen to ensure that there was a use-it-or-loggé of clause there. Um, so there’ll
be an obligation on the operator to decommissibnaay turbine that hasn’t been
operating continuously for 12 months, which is regallection of the condition. So
that’s the first thing to say.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.
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MR YOUNG: Second thing to say is that once yantdecommission the
infrastructure itself, um, there is an obligatiorréstore the site, in terms of both
being safe and stable, but also to an appropaaid lse. Now, that generally
speaking, can involve negotiations with the hostllawner. So, for example, most
farmers will probably want to maintain those track$iey won't, necessarily, want
them to, you know - - -

MS LEWIN: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - - -they want them to stay on thaindl so they can access their land
and so forth. Um, and then, you know, you've gotssue with, potentially, the hard
stand, etcetera, around these.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.
MS LEWIN: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: And, you know, there is a negotiatidBut the obligation is to

restore that. Um, you know, to put soil overatyeéturn it to productive use, etcetera.
But, you know, again, if the host land owner is Wamto use it for another purpose,
then, you know, it’s his or her land and — andtidito do that. In terms of bonds,
so the bond would only be really applicable, | sugy if there was no entity, ah,
through which the planning approval would applym,\$o for example if the
company goes insolvent or something like that efttiure. Ah, in planning law the
— the obligations under the conditions would agplthe land and, therefore,
ultimately, potentially, to the land owner.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.
MR YOUNG: Now, ah, that has caused concern - - -
MS LEWIN: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - - - amongst some communities andathf Um, but it's a —it's a
policy matter that we looked at in great detail whee were developing the wind
farm guidelines a couple of years ago. And it e@ssidered at that time that this is
really — those host land owners who are hostingdhothat infrastructure are really
part of the project. They've given landowners @nis They're receiving a financial
benefit from the project. They need to have ajalsly, contractual arrangements
with the, ah, the developer, etcetera. And weivergsome basic guidance, um, in —
in the wind farm guidelines about the sorts of eratthat those agreements ought to
cover. And one of those things is in the event tihea company’s insolvent and no
longer able to rehabilitate the site. So we — ares@lered that — and still consider
that, um, in the absence of a — a completely nawtstry regime where bonds could
be raised and — and the State had a right to gimtate peoples — private land to
actually implement rehabilitation, etcetera, in #ftsence of that, um, then the best
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course of action was to make sure that those ttargproperly catered for and
eventualities properly catered for - - -

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR YOUNG: - - - through the agreements with Hasd owners. Now, um,
there’s no — there’s no, ah, policy framework, &@&no provision, um, and there’s
no precedent for, ah, um, imposing rehabilitationds on — on wind farms or on
solar farms, um, for precisely those sorts of reasdJm, very different to mining
where you're basically, you know, very significampacts on the land but all of
that's managed through the mining legislation. oligh mining bonds - - -

MS LEWIN: Yep.
MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - - - and a whole regime with a diffate@lepartment, etcetera. Um,
in terms of rehabilitation and the off site offseibviously, that’s different to the site
itself. That's under the Biodiversity Conservatidet and, ah, under that legislation
there’s an obligation to have — secure those angasrpetuity, um, and | think
there’s either a requirement or there is a stevigpdsgreement in place about how
that —that off site area ought to be, and is reguio be managed. Um, the
alternatives, as we’ve indicated, is that if -hi¢ tredits within that off site offset are
not sufficient to meet the obligations of the imisaaf the project, then there are
other mechanisms that the proponent can exerciber tine legislation which in-,
basically, involves either finding another site,,paying into the biodiversity
conservation trust and they then go and find aveglesite, or, thirdly,
supplementary measures which can be things likengagto a breeding program for
a particular species or recovery program, or somgtiike that.

MS LEWIN: Okay.

MR YOUNG: So that's the — they're kind of diffete The biodiversity off site
stuff is very different to the actual site itseif,terms of how that's — and, ah, for
those reasons - - -

MS O'DONNELL: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: - --we — we've — we've not soughtitepose bonds on — on
renewable energy projects at this stage.

MS O'DONNELL: For the site related aspects, i&sically a commercial risk?
MR YOUNG: Mmm. Itis a commercial risk.

MS O’'DONNELL: And, and - - -
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MR YOUNG: Although that the obligations are cleader the planning approval.
So from a public interest point of view, those edh obligations apply not only to
the proponent but to the land owner, eventuallthefproponent’s - - -

MS O'DONNELL: Right.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: - - - unable to comply.

MS O'DONNELL: That's interesting.

MR YOUNG: Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: Is there a standard form, contraithwthe hosting
arrangements? Does the Department take it - - -

MR YOUNG: There’s no — no.
MR COCHRANE: - --oris it purely between théhe buyer and seller?

MR YOUNG: No. We, | mean, we're a planning deépant. We look at land use,
um, decision making.

MS O'DONNELL: Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm. Yep.

MR YOUNG: Um, you know, we’re not in the businegsum, getting involved in
what people do and don’t do with the land in teoheontractual arrangements and
hosting and leasing and so forth.

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR YOUNG: That's really a matter for them. Tlweging said, you know, the — the
— the Clean Energy Council, you know, | think, iga@e of those concerns and does
have some guidances, | understand, to assist, ash|dnd owners and so forth.

MR COCHRANE: Owners.

MR YOUNG: As do we in our, um — but it's reallythe approach, really, is these
are the sorts of matters that ought to be covemddtze principles that ought to be
applied - - -

MR COCHRANE: Okay. Okay.

MR YOUNG: - - -if you're a land owner thinkindghaut having - - -

.WHITE ROCK WIND FARM MOD 6_DEPARTMENT 23.9.19 p-27
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

MR COCHRANE: Right.

MS O'DONNELL: Yeah.

MR YOUNG: - - - this kind of infrastructure on yoproperty.
MR COCHRANE: Makes sense.

MS O'DONNELL: Good. Thank you.

MR COCHRANE: Adrian?

MR PILTON: Yes. Can we get much more of thidf8tus it on — on the
Department’s website, is it? We can find - - -

MR YOUNG: Well, that would’ve been prepared bg firoponent that. So there
would be a number of additional ones. We probably selected those that are
most relevant to the properties in - - -

MR PILTON: There's only - - -

MR YOUNG: - - -in question.

MR PILTON: There’s only two pages. The previaumes I've done, there have
been, sort of, a lot.

MR YOUNG: Yeah. Well, that's right. | guess tb&s probably less critical - - -
MR PILTON: What does that indicate? It's not-so-

MR YOUNG: | think that's right. Um, exactly righAdrian.

MR PILTON: Yeah.

MR YOUNG: But the proponent’s environmental assesnt would have all of that
init---

MR PILTON: Okay.

MR YOUNG: - - -um, that would be with you guyswaell. So we — | don’t — do
we have anything in addition to what would be an the proponents EA or
responses submissions?

MR STUCKEY: Um, look, we have received a few otfigures. Um, whether
they’'re, you know, of — of interest. | mean, sooh¢hem are about different
properties that have then since become - - -

.WHITE ROCK WIND FARM MOD 6_DEPARTMENT 23.9.19 P-28
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

MR PILTON: I'm not —that’'s — my main interestlgking at just a few properties
around the place - - -

MR STUCKEY: Sure.

MR YOUNG: Mmm.

MR PILTON: - - - and seeing what the - - -

MR STUCKEY: Yeah. We can provide those - - -
MR PILTON: - - - spatial impact is.

MR COCHRANE: Have you done these — I'm not slim,looking at, what is it,
figure 11.

MR YOUNG: Yep.

MR COCHRANE: So these, um, these are meant &0Dametres tall, ‘cause these
are the stage 2 ones with — and | am assumingakle®would be the 85 metre
blades. They don’t really look to, to scale beeafigou look to where the lower
point of that blade would be, it's an awful lot hay than 30 metres - - -

MR PILTON: Yeah.

MR COCHRANE: - - - above the ground. So - - -

MR YOUNG: Mmm.

MR COCHRANE: - --1don'’tfind that a convincingpresentation of what a 200
metre turbine with 85 metre blades would look likause it's a lot further — they'’re
a lot further off the ground.

MR YOUNG: So that's, um, 200 metres in termshaf tip height.

MR COCHRANE: Yep. Yep. Butthentheysay - - -

MR YOUNG: So the hub height - - -

MR COCHRANE: - - -that’'s only got to be about i®@tres above - - -

MR YOUNG: Thirty metres above the ground.

MR COCHRANE: - - - above ground.

MR YOUNG: Yep. Yep.
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MR COCHRANE: And they look more like they’'d be 4050 - - -
MR YOUNG: It's---
MR COCHRANE: - - - metres off the ground, at keas

MR YOUNG: Peter, this comes down to the limitelimitations of photo
montages.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm. Mmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, which, ah, it's fair to say in tlassessment of wind projects
there is a lot of debate - - -

MR COCHRANE: Yes. Of course.
MR YOUNG: - - - about the authenticity or the a@cy, | should say - - -
MR COCHRANE: |bet. Yes. Yep.

MR YOUNG: - - - of — of — of the representationdnd so it's, hence, why we, we
take it as one — one input into a broader assessmenl, um, | think indicative
would be the word that, possibly - - -

MR COCHRANE: Yep.
MR YOUNG: - - - that would be best applied. Uoat | take your point.
MR COCHRANE: Um - - -

MR YOUNG: Um, but what we can do is we can, ure,IMgive you access to all
of the different, um, photo montages and, um, Wames that we have and we can
provide that to you.

MR COCHRANE: Okay. Allright. Thank you. Uniyé got just one last
question, and Glen Innes raised a concern abouewasd one assumes that that’s
— arises from their experience with stage 1. Almgs as to what the issue there
was? I'm not sure when we see the Shire that el us but - - -

MR YOUNG: So - yeah, sure. Sure. Well, | will won’t steal their thunder but,
um, in broad terms, you know, these sorts of ptejdo generate a lot of waste, as
do solar farms, as do a lot of big industrial pctge Um, you know, obviously, it's
in everybody’s interest from a financial and enammgental point of view to
minimise, to recycle, to reuse and so forth.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.
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MR YOUNG: Um, what we — | think, my understandiicgrrect me if I'm wrong,
Tim, is that, um, many regional councils, includi@fgn Innes, have limited capacity
in their local landfills.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm. Yep.

MR YOUNG: Um, and are concerned that large pisjéke this, particularly in
this part of the world where you’ve got multipleofacts, um, can mean that the
capacity of those landfills is exhausted a bit gerc - -

MR COCHRANE: Yep. Yep.

MR YOUNG: - - - or a lot quicker than they expaatt Um, our view generally is
that, um, waste is a — yes, it is an environmeassaie, absolutely. Butit's also a
commercial issue, in the sense of, um, like ang lanner or any developer, you're
entitled to use licensed landfills to — in the mamtiat they’re allowed to be used.
That you pay a levy or a price to — a fee to uskdigpose of the material in those
areas.

MR COCHRANE: Mmhmm.

MR YOUNG: Ah, within those landfills. Um, and some circumstances we have
looked at capacity more generally and whether ther@eed to assist in developing
further capacity.

MR COCHRANE: Mmm.

MR YOUNG: Um, my understanding, correct me if kanong, Tim, is that if, if
there is an issue there, there are other landiillse area that they could potentially

access for waste material.

MR STUCKEY: | believe there is other landfillstbyou know, | can take that on
notice.

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR STUCKEY: Um, come back to you with an answeltloat.
MR COCHRANE: Yeah. It's sortof - - -

MR YOUNG: I'mjust trying to read - - -

MR COCHRANE: - - - different dimension of accurative impact, really. It's, ah

MR YOUNG: Itis. And it's been — as | say, likés not — it's not the first time
that a council has raised this and — and not jitstwind farms.

.WHITE ROCK WIND FARM MOD 6_DEPARTMENT 23.9.19 P-31
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

MR COCHRANE: Yep.

MR YOUNG: Um - - -

MR COCHRANE: All right. Now, Wendy? No.

MS LEWIN: No.

MR COCHRANE: Adrian?

MR PILTON: No. I'm okay.

MR YOUNG: The only thing on waste, I'd say, | pase, is the — | mean, | guess,
our assessment broadly outlines what I've just,daldnk. Um, but the other thing
to say would be, whilst it's an issue that certaimteds to be considered and

managed, um, ah, the modification even of itselinkkely to result in a material
change to what's already been approved. Um, buslire council can fill you in on

MR COCHRANE: Tellus. Yeah.

MR YOUNG: - - - its concerns.

MS LEWIN: Good.

MR COCHRANE: Allright. That's great. ThanksnTand thanks, Mike.
MR YOUNG: No problems.

MR PILTON: Thank you.

MR YOUNG: Thank you.

MR COCHRANE: I think we've used our time well.hdnk you. Much
appreciated.

MR YOUNG: Good. Thanks, Peter. Yeah, no worries
MR COCHRANE: Um, so just arising from that, ydu#lwe’ll get some more - - -
MS O'DONNELL: Sorry, Peter, can you just reallyickly close the meeting?

MR COCHRANE: Oh, close the meeting. Yes. Adihi. Meeting closed.

RECORDING CONCLUDED [2.02 pm]
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