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Hunter Valley Operations South Modification 5 – D497/17

The cumulative Impacts of HVO South Mod 5 & United Wambo projects  have not been
 assessed. It is blatantly obvious that the impact of them both must be considered for each
 project. These large open cut mines are next to each other between Singleton and Jerry’s
 Plains. The significance of the impact, by either mine, on the environment, human health,
 the locally affected communities and biodiversity can only be assessed if the impact of
 both mines is considered. 

The PAC review of the information should acknowledge the major deficiencies, the
 outstanding consideration that the burning of coal exacerbates climate change and
 recommend rejection of this proposal. 

I  appreciated the opportunity to hear the information and analysis provided by the experts
 who made submissions to the United Wambo PAC hearing in Singleton on February 8. 
 Much of these submissions pertain to HVO South Mod 5 proposal also and not just with
 respect to cumulative impacts. I could not afford to attend two PAC hearings in the one
 week. Was this poor organisation,  lack of respect for the community and no recognition
 of the impost that is engagement with the PAC? Or is it simply a statement evidencing
 that the process usually is immaterial to the outcome?

It is overwhelming clear that the PAC process has, to date, failed to respect the public
 interest and failed to enable Ecologically Sustainable Development.

I, like so many of the good citizens of the Hunter, am gravely concerned that the PAC will
 continue to fail to fulfill its responsibility to be an independent body to rigorously review
 the proposal and consider its impacts. But I am eager to be proved wrong.

In the words of the speaker for the Wambo project (name unknown to me), the impacts of
 the extension of the United Wambo mine will be managed by “mitigation, licencing,
 leading practices and management of biodiversity offsets”. Most unfortunately there are
 many obvious reasons that the mooted management of impacts at many levels and from
 many perspectives will not be able to be achieved. The PAC clearly is in a position,
 following a rigorous review of even just the material submitted at the United Wambo
 hearing, to reject the extension. In fact it is the responsibility of an independent
 commission to do so.

I presume that the proponents of the HVO South Mod 5 are asserting a similar position,
 after all, what else could they say? It is understandable that proponents have to try to
 defend the indefensible. But if the presentations made at the Wambo PAC hearing by
 affected landholders are the yardstick then there can be absolutely no confidence that the
 local impacts can be mitigated. Furthermore, the global impact from burning more coal
 cannot be mitigated. It is  way past time for the regulatory, administrative and independent
 commission agencies to realize their responsibilities to stop business as usual, the burning
 of fossil fuels cannot continue. The degree of global warming that the industrial revolution
 set in train is on a life threatening trajectory. 

Professor Howard Bridgman, reminded the PAC that Australia will be unable to meet our
 commitments under the Paris Agreement if there is any more mining approved. The



 impact of increased greenhouse gases from mining and burning coal from the Hunter
 Valley Operations Mod 5 cannot be managed by the proponent.

Professor Bridgman also highlighted for the PAC the fact that the Air Quality Standards
 that will apply in 2025, in the proposed life of the mine, will not be met.

The impact on human health from the existing mines, was unequivocally demonstrated by
 the Chairman of Doctors for the Environment with the presentation of the analysis of the
 data for emergency and urgent hospital admissions in Singleton and Muswellbrook, wind
 directions and air quality figures. The HVO Mod 5 would increase the impact. And the
 cumulative impact with  a United Wambo extension has not been assessed. The impact on
 human health assessment has not been adequate.

The failure to address and assess the cumulative impact of  three larger final voids across
 the two projects has not been adequately assessed, including long term costs of
 management. The drawdown of base flows and alluvial groundwater associated with
 Wollombi Brook and the Hunter River will be increased. The cumulative loss of
 groundwater across the Hunter Region has not been included in the assessments.

Remnant stands of threatened Hunter River Red Gums continue to lose sources of
 groundwater essential for drought resistance. This impact on biodiversity has not been
 included in the assessments.

The EPA Dust Stop Program and environmental pollution licences are not managing air
 pollution from existing mines in the area. On Friday last, the day after the United Wambo
 PAC hearing there were three air quality alerts, breaches of the allowable levels.

There is no time left for more mine extension approvals, the impact is far too great.

Marg Mclean




