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Dear David

As per our telephone conversation on Friday Nov 24th. 
Please see the attached letter below addressed to the Chair requesting a postponement of
 the Dec12th Meeting. 
_______

As discussed then: with yet another new set of commission members assigned to review
 this project, it is important to point out that members of our community have been
 engaged with these projects in one guise or another for over seven years, and for some,
 that number is over ten years. The upcoming referrals will be the third interaction with the
 Planning and Assessment Commission, which does not count the multitude of emails and
 phone calls, above and beyond; or about the Public Meetings held.

We are a strong [federally created] community with professional and vocational expertise
 relevant to this project and industry. Including but not limited to residents who have been
 transport workers through to traffic modellers, with decades of collective theoretical
 knowledge and on boots on the ground know how. Many have lived in and around the
 area for 20 plus years, and yet at every turn the community has been given little regard
 and ignored despite clear credential and authority on the subject matter. Effectively treated
 as uninformed “nimby’s” and repeatedly disqualified by our purported “self-interest”: a
 truly flabbergasting, upside down, back-to-front pathway for public policy.

Seven years in with one’s incredulity beyond description, it multiplies still more, when in
 sharp contrast it appears par for course that the public good, public health and
 environmental health and sustainability are forced to take a back seat to the self-interest of
 politicians chasing the next election or powerful benefactors chasing the next
 public/private monopoly. With such phenomena taking place in a climate of charged
 political ideology, whereby career academics  fear for their jobs and abandon scientific
 method or abandon public service altogether – we have cause to be deeply concerned by
 “box-ticking” exercises.

Far too many times over the past 5 years, the publicly made political talking points
 attached to this project, supplied by its proponents, expose the very hypocrisy described
 herein. Much of the public relations spin utilised, has been founded on knowing
 falsehoods and regurgitated by elected representatives.







• Allowing only three weeks to review a further [approx.] 2000 pages across almost 40 

documents is not realistic. To read and compare this new information to one’s own previous 

submissions and the 3500+ previous pages of technical reports, associated with these 

modifications, and then formulate a speech or submission is near impossible. To proceed now 

without providing sufficient time for the public to review the required reading, is to confirm that 

genuine engagement and comment is not sought.  
 

 

• During the two previous processes “Response to Submissions” were publically available 

on the DPE Major Project website for months prior to referral and setting a public meeting. 

This allowed the public to comment further on RtS, while this time round only Government 

Agencies were asked to comment [concurrent with L&E Merits Appeal].  
 

• Conducting just one meeting or in other words soliciting a single 5-10 minute speech to 

cover 4 applications relating to “Australia’s Largest Intermodal Facility is also 

problematic. While this would be preferable to splitting the applications into two separate 

processes, it is still not a responsible course of action. Four connected / consecutive meetings 

would be the better solution, and or an extended deadline for written submissions for those whom 

cannot take time off work.  
 

• Expecting the general public to take time off work or study at this crucial period of the 

year, with only three weeks notice is also unrealistic. The short turnaround is further 

complicated by the ‘silly season’ as many rush to meet deadlines and targets before the holidays 

hit. Thereby restricting numbers and attendance due to scheduling not interest level.  
 

• 9:30am on a Tuesday. As an aside the location in Liverpool is much better than Bankstown for 

the last PAC, but worse than holding it in Wattle Grove for the first PAC. It has previously been 

suggested that the PAC considers undertaking a series of meetings from 2pm to 8pm to consider 

the community stakeholders and audience. Of course such action would be based on the number 

of registered parties, but as already stated the time and location can have a retarding effect on 

registration numbers. This final point is offered as a suggestion for how it might conduct the 

hopefully postponed meeting. 
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