
Insignificant and of little consequence! That is how our concerns and indeed ‘we’ the assembled 

parents at the PAC on Dec 2016 and all other concerned parents regarding this project and our 

education programs have been summed up within this review.  

The offensiveness of this report knows no bounds as it belittles our concerns and renders our 

opinions as nonsensical.  

Collating the various comments from parents and citizens into this response, has been physical and 

mentally draining, reading comments from like-minded souls, many in positions of despair and many 

more who are angry – I was struck with the realisation that the world is just stacked against the likes 

of me and mine.   

A world where the views of the common person seem to mean much less than those with privilege 

and influence, as once more it appears that the doors will open widely to those in pursuit of the 

almighty dollar, and we plebs who are just trying to save something for our children, will have to add 

another item to the growing list of disappointments to bear as the government rips another option 

from our children’s grasp. 

To say that I haven’t shed a tear creating this report would be untrue, to say that I have not 

grimaced at an omission or what I believe to be a fabrication within the sia would also be untrue.        

However, I am resigned to the fact that this has simply been another within a long list of occasions 

where the perception of listening to us has been made and where no actual changes were ever 

going to happen, because the people who have the power had made a decision long before this and 

they have not wavered from their path.    

I am disappointed for my fellow parents and citizens, who feel that their research and efforts have 

been for nought, though I am more angry at the governments process/system that is so flawed.      

The Social Impact Assessment that was supposedly created by some imo is so one sided that it is 

laughable.  

The consistent theme surrounding the Sydney Zoo vs Featherdale discussion is “Anything you can do 

– I can do better” and the contempt shown to those of us that will lose as an outcome of this 

investigation is so transparent that it practically leaps off the page to slap the reader in the face. 

As indicated above, it is our united impression that this has been no more than a box ticking 

exercise, and that this report will be little more than a blip through the shredder, however it was 

agreed that I would send through some of the more obvious inaccuracies, questionable statements, 

issues or omissions that drew our attention. 

A sentence within this report suggesting that the Sydney Zoo’s programs are similar to Featherdale’s 

programs is in opposition to what was presented at the PAC hearing in December 2017, where it was 

acknowledged that the new Zoo’s programs were not going to be at the current standards we 

receive.   

No consideration is taken into account that programs that have been presented and cultivated over 

decades are supposedly going to be replicated is a short space of time.   The trust that has been built 

with Featherdale through many years of association will not magically appear and the arrogance of 

this report, which consistently presents the view that the Sydney Zoo should be accepted as 

‘wonderful and to be embraced’ and that Featherdale is ‘something old that should be put out to 

pasture’ has not been lost on us.   



The nation of Troy was charmed by a beautiful wooden horse, they neglected to consider what was 

inside and we all know how that worked out for them. 

Further inconsistencies: the report states that the education programs are similar, yet the report 

also states that the offerings of both establishments would be so dissimilar that they should both be 

able to survive…. This makes the reader wonder which part of the report they should believe as one 

is obviously a lie.  

The fact that over a year ago, Featherdale was in meetings with the Aboriginal Education 

Consultative Group Inc, which is the peak advisory body regarding Aboriginal Education and Training 

at both State & Commonwealth levels, wasn’t mentioned and we are interested in speaking to the 

education industry experts that know so much about the training programs available to students, as 

this is at odds with my own personal experiences.   

As President of the NSW Parents and Citizens Federation, I am often contacted by parents looking 

for assistance and/or guidance into different programs for their children.  In the past 6 years I know 

of only TWO CHILDREN who actually made it to the TARONGA ZOO program, yet I know of more 

than 100 that have gone through Featherdale.    

I will acknowledge that my own child applied at both Featherdale and Taronga Zoo and that she only 

made it into ONE of those programs, if you thought it was Featherdale, you are wrong, she was one 

of the TWO students who got into Taronga. 

The advice that children would rather exotic animals over indigenous is farcical as I can present a 

survey of the same number of students, stating the 98% of students would want the opposite, 

which highlights the next issue and that is of consultation.  

 A survey conducted on the community is wonderful, though I do wonder how much information 

was made available to those individuals – as we too can issue a survey to 600 people of our choosing 

end up with a result that reflects my needs.    

In closing as with my opening, I reiterate our position that the obvious disdain for our concerns 

surrounding the education programs is insulting.  An attack on any part of our children’s education   

is difficult at the best of times, however the authors impression that we should believe this is going 

to be better for us, when no one even contacted us to ask further questions or explore/explain 

options shows true audacity. 

The highest issue we are taking away from this entire process is that it appears we are dealing with a 

flawed system, where the processes and procedures are styled to suit the person with more money 

or more influence, especially if they can get some type of foothold.  Which raises other questions 

that we will explore with the government as we continue to complain loudly about this issue.  

 

  

 


