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1. Good Afternoon Commissioners.
2. My name is Susan Lyle. 
3. I am a farmer and the chair of the Caroona Coal Action Group.  
4. Today I represent a four generation farming family. Our property adjoins the Shenhua Watermark project on the eastern boundary in the affectation zone. It is black alluvial floodplain. 
5. I am concerned for the future of our rare and fertile farming lands and the impact this mine proposal will have on our unique water systems and our productive farmlands and the irreversible damage this project could cause to our region’s productivity. I am also concerned about the process.
PROTECTION 
6. The NSW Government’s Strategic Regional Land Use Plan for New England North West was developed to protect our valuable agricultural land and the water sources that supply it.
7. It committed to “maintaining and enhancing future opportunities for sustainable agriculture” and “defining and protecting strategic agricultural land.” 
8. The Planning Assessment Commission in preparing its review report visited the Liverpool Plains.  In its report it acknowledged the “significance of this incredibly fertile black soil plains, so rare in the Australian landscape.” And reinforced that the highly valuable, fertile black soil plains should be protected and mining should be prohibited.
9. It is with some trepidation therefore that we are here today, discussing a proposal for mining in the Liverpool Plains ahead of any measure the Government should have taken to deliver on its commitments to protect the Liverpool Plains.
10. I submit that this process should not overtake Government policy.


11. I submit that based on the community and expert evidence you will hear today, and consistent with Government policy, the protection of the Liverpool Plains, including the communities which derive their living from the black soils on those plains, should be paramount in your decision on this matter.

CERTAINTY
12. For nearly a decade now, as a result of mining exploration and proposals for development, our region has been subjected to significant uncertainty:
Investment uncertainty;
Environmental uncertainty;
Employment uncertainty;
Health and community wellbeing uncertainty;
Protection of the Liverpool Plains uncertainty; and
Uncertainty for our agricultural future on the rare and productive Liverpool Plains.
13. In coming into Government the Coalition promised to provide communities with certainty. They recognised that:
agricultural land and other sensitive areas in NSW where mining should not occur;
strategic agricultural land is a finite resource that must be conserved into the future to ensure future food security. 
14. Today as the Commission is preparing to make a decision on this project we are a long way short of having the certainty we need to make informed decisions as a community, and with respect, a long way short of the information you require as a Commission.
15. [bookmark: _GoBack]These uncertainties include:
serious deficiencies in the social and economic analyses of this project;
serious reservations raised by the Gateway Panel – 
unanswered reservations raised by the Namoi Catchment Water Study, expert hydro geologists, scientists and soil experts and the Commonwealth Government’s Independent Expert Scientific Committee.
no assessment of the impacts of the proposed mine on strategic and productive agricultural lands and businesses;
non-compliance with key Director General’s Requirements – relating to economic analysis; agricultural impacts, the environment and heritage.
16. We are further concerned that economic and environmental analyses presented by Shenhua Watermark have been essentially accepted by the Department of Planning.
 
17. any determination should apply the precautionary principle and conclude that:
     the Liverpool Plains should be protected;
mining on and around the Liverpool Plains should be prohibited;
the Shenhua Watermark project lacks critical information;
on the basis of what we know today, the full impacts of this project cannot be determined;
the project is not in the public interest; and
should not proceed.
CONFIDENCE
18. I would like to end my presentation today by commenting on the critical need for communities to have confidence and trust in the integrity of the planning process and its department.
19. Transparency, integrity, honesty and independence are all critical components of any planning process. No one side should be given unfair advantage.
20. The exploration license fee paid for this exploration license - $300m – is to my knowledge the highest ever paid in the history of NSW.
21. It raises serious questions about a process that has issued an exploration license in one of Australia’s rarest, most sensitive and most productive agricultural areas and allowed that exploration license to proceed to seek development in an area that should be protected.
22. In view of these concerns, it is, in my view, imperative that any decision made on this project is above reproach.  
23. I believe the Planning Assessment Commission to be an independent body, scrupulous in its deliberations and I thank you for allowing me the time to present to you today.
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