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From:

Sent: Friday, 20 June 2014 1:08 PM

To: pac

Subject: Shenhua Watermark Coal Mine

Hi, 

My name is Kelly. I am a 48 yr old resident of Breeza. My partner and I bought our first home in Breeza two years 

ago. We are not overly bright or well educated people. My partner is a truck driver and mainly carts seasonal 

primary produce i.e. grain and cotton. The current drought conditions are having a serious impact on our income. I 

do seasonal work at wheat silos and cotton gins so I am also impacted by the vagaries of Mother Nature. 

We had been trying for many years to get a loan for a home and were so excited when we were granted a loan for 

Rubyvale, a 10 acre property on the Breeza village limits. It's always been my fear I would end up as a homeless 

person living under a tree with a shopping trolley. This house finally gave us a measure of security and a means of 

financing a retirement village/nursing home space when the time comes.  It's not a great investment but it is all we 

could afford. The house and fences were in a state of disrepair which we are slowly fixing as funds allow.  

There is no mains water in this village. We rely on rainwater for household use and bore water for outside use.  Our 

house is also situated on the railway line, the track is about 15 metres from the back wall. The plus side is it's quiet, 

it's zoned rural, and we have koalas living in the trees quite literally outside our window. 

If the Shenhua Watermark mine goes ahead, one of the pits will be within a couple of kilometres of our village. 

The mine workings are going to directly effect my home and my future.  

The dust from the coal will settle on the roof and contaminate the rainwater tanks. Shenhua has conducted airflow 

studies which suggest that the prevailing winds are from the south east 35% of the time. They have not given a 

figure but have agreed that the next most frequent wind is from the north west. This will direct the coal dust and 

other pollutants to the village of breeza. It's been my dream for a long time to have an inground pool. The doctors 

have also suggested a pool for therapy for my partner. Can you imagine trying to clean black coal dust out of pool, or 

off the roof, or out of the water tanks? A pool would need to be covered in, which is more expense.  My home is 

also affected by the passing coal trains.  The house shakes and the fumes, dust and residue from the diesel engines 

and coal wagons enter my house when the winds are from the west or south, and let me tell you, there's a reason 

this place is called Breez -a.  The amount of rail activity is expected to quadruple, with trains passing every 20 

minutes or so.  I have real concerns about my house being damaged by the vibrations from the trains.  

As it is, some of the trains cause the walls to shake and the windows rattle. 

I believe the proximity of the mine to my home is going to be hugely detrimental to the value. I'm now in a position 

of wondering whether I should try and sell it now, but really, who would buy a rundown house, that backs on to a 

railway line and is soon to have a coalmine in it's backyard. Or do we stay. Our expenses will increase. We will need 

to buy drinking water to fill the tanks. We will have to use airconditoners because we can't open the windows when 

the breeze is coming from the south or west. Clothes will have to be dried in a dryer rather than line dried. I doubt 

we will outlive the mine, the house will be worthless and we will have no means of supporting our retirement. my 

partner is in his mid 50's. A life of hard labour has taken it's toll on his body and I expect we will need to move closer 

to medical facilities. If this mine goes in, we won't be able to sell this house and buy closer to town. We won't get 

what we have put in to it, and we just can't afford anything else. 

Perhaps I should go and reserve a tree in the park now, and start decking out a shopping trolley. 

I know we are only are small community, but we are all pretty much in the same boat. We can't afford to stay, but 

we can't afford to leave either. 

Thank you for your time 

Regards 

Kelly Cains 




