
To:  Planning Assessment Commission 
From:  Mr. Ford Newbold 
Date:  28 August 2017 
RE:  North Byron Parklands 20-month Extension Proposal 
 
 For a number of years now, the state government has been saying that 
developments should be returned to councils so that locals can make decisions in their 
local areas about developments that affect their lives the most. We heard this most 
recently from our newly-anointed premier Gladys Berejiklian. This was especially true in 
2011, when the NSW government revoked Part 3A of the planning act because of the 
widespread use of Part 3A to take decisions out of the hands of local ratepayers. But in 
Byron Shire, we are still living with Part 3A and the Sydney-centric Department of 
Planning that is overseeing Parklands, a Part 3A “transitional” development. At least 
when the trial was approved by the PAC in 2012, we thought that at the end of this year 
we would get control back. And yet we now face another 20 months of Sydney-centric 
oversight, if you can even call it that.  
 The oversight of the Department has been beyond woeful. Their monitoring and 
enforcement have been really inadequate. It’s been locals who have first noted the 
breaches of consent conditions and bad management at Parklands. People have devoted 
enormous amounts of time to uncovering issues at the site and alerting the Department. 
They may receive a cursory response (essentially, “thank you for sharing that”) or no 
response at all. One response that I saw from a Department staff member was 
inexcusably rude in dismissing legitimate concerns out of hand. It can sometimes take 
months, and numerous exchanges of email, to help the Department see an obvious breach 
and then get them to acknowledge it and, if we’re lucky, do something about it.  
 I am amazed the Department is recommending this assessment, which means that 
they are signing up for continuing to be responsible for monitoring and enforcement. 
Given what we’ve seen, it’s clear that this is not a priority for them, and they are not 
prepared to do a proper job of it. So that means we, as the concerned local community, 
have to look forward to another 20 months of doing the job tracking the extent to which 
Parklands is meeting the consent conditions. I have no faith in Parklands’ self-
monitoring, which does not stand up to close scrutiny. Yet the Department accepts it 
without question unless forced by the locals to see what’s missing or incorrect or 
inadequate. And that leads me to have no faith in the Department. 
 What is really galling is that my tax money is going to pay for a department that 
has imposed this development on me from afar. All the people associated with this 
process, from the Department and the PAC, do not live in Byron Shire. They are deciding 
what’s best for us, the people who are living with this development, and introducing these 
unwelcome changes into our lives, and we have virtually no say in the matter. And we 
can’t even contact the Department or the PAC if we have a complaint. We’re supposed to 
contact North Byron Parklands! This had made me very resentful of this government and 
the way things are being done, and now I’m looking at another 20 months of growing 
frustration and resentment. 
 To put this in context, I live in one of the smallest shires in the state, with a total 
population of about 30,000 people. On one of these festival days, another 30,000+ 
descend on the Parklands site, which is a short distance from my house. The equivalent of 



the entire shire is on my doorstep. And no one in Sydney seems to understand why that’s 
a problem. Consider how Sydneysiders would feel if an additional 5 million people 
showed up to party for several days in a row. Doubling the population of an area and 
concentrating them in one location, is a very unwelcome inundation. If you approve this 
extension, you will be subjecting us to another 20 months of regular inundations, about 
which we can do very little. At least if our own Council is in charge, we could actually 
get someone on the phone to come immediately and deal with the problems we’re 
experiencing.  
 
I urge you to reject this extension and return control back to the people of Byron Shire! 
 
 


